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pression of that code of living which, I

want to say to you brethren, commands
the respect of all honorable men and
women everywhere when they become
acquainted with the facts and know us

as we are. These are the things we

First Day

should keep in our minds, and if we
do, we will not be weak and we will

not fail, but we will die worthy men,
Latter-day Saints in full fellowship. To
this end I pray, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

The congregation arose and joined in singing, "Go Ye Messengers
Of Glory." (Words by John Taylor).

ELDER GEORGE ALBERT SMITH
Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

WE certainly have had a glorious

time today. From the first prayer

that was offered, the first hymn
sung, this house has been the abiding
place of the Spirit of the Lord. Those
of us who have assembled have un-
doubtedly been enriched by the experi-

ences through which we have passed.

Reference has been made to the fact

that recently one of the brethren had
visited some of our shrines, if we may
call them shrines, and that reminds me
that within the last year I have been at

the birthplace of the Prophet Joseph
Smith. It is just about the same size

village as it was when he was born. I

have been at Kirtland, Ohio, where the

Latter-day Saints built a temple. It is

the largest building in that section of

the country now, and Kirtland is a vil-

lage shrunk to the point that it no longer
has a post office. I also have been at

Far West where there were three thou-
sand of our people, when they were
driven out, and there are only three

buildings on the tract of land that we
referred to as Far West—only three,

and very poor buildings at that. I have
been thinking also of other places where
our people lived, where they have de-

veloped lands and built houses, and then

were compelled to leave their homes and
go away. Independence. Missouri, is

no larger in point of population, or little

larger, than it was a hundred years ago
The section of country around Nauvoo
Is just a village. Nauvoo, when the

Saints were driven out, was a city of

more than twenty thousand people, and
today it has neither a streetcar nor a

railroad train, and its population does

not exceed one thousand people. Our

people came out of the world because
they were compelled to come. It was
a choice between the world and the
wilderness, but see what the Lord
wrought and see how He has fulfilled

His promise.
"Seek ye first the kingdom of God

and his righteousness; and all things
will be added unto you."
You will find no place even today.

In all America, no house of worship,
equal to the house you are sitting in
now, in point of convenience and the
ability to hear the voices of those who
speak. I know of no city more beauti-
fully laid out, in all America, than this
with its one hundred forty thousand
population, and we have other fine

cities. The Lord brought us here when
it was a wilderness, and He has made
it delightful to dwell in. Surely we are
grateful for our heritage.

This morning the patriarch to the
Church was introduced to you. His
remarkable lineage is worth tracing. He
is a son of one of the mighty apostles
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints. He is the grandson of one
of the great presidents of the Church.
He is a great-grandson of Hyrum Smith,
the martyr, who was the brother of the
Prophet Joseph Smith, who gave his

life with his brother that this gospel
might be kept in the world. He is a
great-great-grandson of Joseph Smith,
Senior, the first patriarch in the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to
be so designated, and the first man to
receive the testimony of Joseph Smith
the Prophet that he had beheld a heav-
enly vision and had listened to the
voice of an angel.
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Every family that came into the

Church in the early days and remained
faithful has enjoyed rich blessings that

could be obtained in no other way. The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints is not just another church. It is

His Church who gave it His name. The
gospel of Jesus Christ is the loving ad-

vice of a kind and Heavenly Father
who, knowing the end from the begin-

ning, says, "This is the pathway—walk
in it, and ye shall find the celestial king-

dom," and there is no other pathway
that leads to that kingdom.
Where are those who left the Church

about the time of the martyrdom of the

Prophet Joseph Smith expecting to de-

velop a church and lead the people?

What has happened to them? I made a

mental note while sitting here of the

failure of James J. Strang, Sidney Rig-
don, Jason W. Briggs, James H. Gur-
ley, Lyman Wight, Granville Hedrick,
and I might name others but I will not

take time. What became of them and
where are their followers today? You
could put all of them that make any
claim to following those men, in this

building and they would be lost. This
is only one of the great structures of

the Church with which you are iden-

tified that if it were required could be

filled many, many times over, not by
all the people, but by the Priesthood

alone.

f AM thankful for my membership
* in this, the Church of Jesus Christ

I think that nobody could be more
thankful than I or more grateful for

parents and grandparents who were
faithful Latter-day Saints. We must
not forget that when we see all the

richness of our lives we can't separate
it from the righteousness of our moth-
ers. It is a wonderful thing to know,
as Nephi of old, who said he was born
of goodly parents—he didn't say just

a goodly father. He was born of good-
ly parents, and we would do well when
we think of our blessings to remember
our mothers and our grandmothers and
our great-grandmothers. Wherever
there was a great leader in Israel there

was a great wife or mother or both who
stood by his side. I am thankful to b§

here with you. It is a blessed privilege.

That was a marvelous message that

was received this morning from the

Presidency of the Church—you can't

duplicate it in any other church in the

world; and you can't think of anything
that would be desirable to enrich the

Church and to prepare us for a place

in the celestial kingdom that was not

included in that message. A marvelous
gathering of facts and figures and ad-
vice and counsel that we would all do
well to listen to and profit by.
Now tonight we are here in peace

and quiet. The world is on fire. Every-
where peace has been taken from the

earth, and the devil has been given

power over his own dominion. God
has said if we will honor Him and keep
His commandments—if we will ob-

serve His laws He will fight our battles

and destroy the wicked, and when the

time comes He will .come down in

heaven—not from heaven—but He will

bring heaven with Him—and this earth

upon which we dwell, will be the celes-

tial kingdom.
What if all the world knew and be-

lieved that? What a change there

would be in the conditions among the

children of men! What joy would be in

the place of sorrow and distress today!

It is your duty and mine, having re-

ceived this information, to impart it to

others.

We are a little handful of people
among the children of men, but possess-

ing the only key to exaltation in the

celestial kingdom of our Heavenly Fa-
ther. I wonder if we appreciate it. If

we do we should evidence it by teach-

ing others. Let us set our homes in

order. Let our lights so shine that our
neighbors who are not of this Church
may see our upright lives and be con-

strained to glorify the name of the Lord.

Let us so adjust ourselves in our busi-

ness affairs that we will be known for

our virtues and for our integrity. Let
our homes be the abiding place of pray-

er and let our premises indicate that we
rejoice in living in our homes. Let us

set the example to the world that the

world needs, that of a choice, sweet,

wholesome surrounding in the place

that we call home.
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I am glad to be identified with this

group of men here tonight. I thank you,
my brethren, for the joy that has come
into my life as a result of this compan-
ionship. I have been privileged above
many other men in the world. I am
thankful for it. I am not inclined to
boast about it, but I do feel grateful to

my Heavenly Father that all my life I

have had the privilege of associating

with the best boys and girls and the
best men and women that I could find in

the world, and it has not been neces-
sary for me to seek my pleasure and
my company and my education among
those who are evil-minded. Tonight,

First Day

with gratitude in my heart, and with
thanksgiving I associate with these men,
the General Authorities of the Church,
these men who preside over the stakes
and wards of Zion—these men who are
seeking to build the quorums of the

Priesthood as they ought to be-—thank-
ful that I belong to this group and pray
that as the days go on and as the op-
portunities are presented that I may
do my part. That I may be worthy of

this fellowship and this membership,
not only here but throughout the ages
of eternity, and that we may all be so

blessed I humbly pray, in the name of

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

ELDER CLIFFORD E. YOUNG
Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles

IT
was a hundred years ago that

Stephen A. Douglas came to Nau-
voo to visit the Prophet Joseph. He

had previously been employed as coun-
sel in some litigation in which the Proph-
et was involved, and was a very warm
friend of his. As he surveyed that

lovely city, Nauvoo (in 1843 it was
the largest city in Illinois, with a popu-
lation upwards of twenty thousand peo-
ple) he saw the orderliness, the mag-
netic power that the Prophet seemed to

have with his people, and he is said to

have remarked that if he could command
the leadership that the Prophet Joseph
had, he would lead a group of people
to the Northwest and give up his politi-

cal career. He was then in the House
of Representatives in Washington.
There is one thing, however, that

Douglas seems to have overlooked.

We sang today "A Poor Wayfaring
Man of Grief." The Prophet Joseph
was in prison. Everything that he
possessed, apparently, was in the hands
of his enemies, but there was something
that was still within his own soul-
there was something that he still pos-
sessed that Stephen A. Douglas had
not recognized. He could, in the face

of his enemy, in the face of persecution

conscious of martyrdom—he could still

sing with Brother Taylor, at least in his

heart, that lovely hymn, a hymn of char-

ity, a hymn of kindness, a hymn of

forgiveness, even of his enemy. That
was something that Stephen A. Doug-
las didn't detect. Stephen A. Douglas
didn't detect, either, that same attitude

of spirit that the Prophet Joseph had.

when in Liberty Jail there came to him
through the revelation of Almighty God
that marvelous prayer in which he in-

structed the Priesthood, an injunction

that stands for you and me today:

No power or influence can or ought to

be maintained by virtue of the priesthood,
only by persuasion, by long-suffering, by
gentleness and meekness, and by love un-
feigned;

By kindness, and pure knowledge, which
shall greatly enlarge the soul without hy-
pocrisy, and without guile

—

Reproving betimes with sharpness, when
moved upon by the Holy Ghost; and then
showing forth afterwards an increase of

love toward him whom thou hast reproved,
lest he esteem thee to be his enemy;
That he may know that thy faithfulness

is stronger than the cords of death. (D. G C
121:41-44)

Then in instruction to his people

—

and mind you he was in prison, in a

dingy, dirty, prison, restrained as far

as the physical part of him was con-
cerned; everything taken away from
him, in the bigness of his soul he said:

Let thy bowels also be full of charity

towards all men, and to the household of

faith, and let virtue garnish thy thoughts
unceasingly; then shall thy confidence WBX


