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with the preparation of the gospel of

peace," and those who lose their loved
ones will have the faith of Moroni, the

captain of the army, who declared,

"For the Lord suffereth the righteous

to be slain that his justice and judgment
may come upon the wicked; therefore ye
need not suppose that the righteous are

lost because they are slain; but behold,

they do enter into the rest of the Lord
their God." (Alma 60:13)

Tt is my conviction that thepresent dev-
* astating scourge of war in which
hundreds of thousands are being slain,

many of whom are no more responsible

for the causes of the war than are our
own boys, is making necessary an in-

crease of missionary activity in the

spirit world and that many of our boys
who bear the Holy Priesthood and are

worthy to do so will be called to that

missionary service after they have de-
parted this life.

The Lord, ever mindful of the wel-
fare of His children, has, through His
prophets, given wise counsel as to the
rock upon which men should anchor
their lives.

And now, my sons, remember, remember
that it is upon the rock of our Redeemer,
who is Christ, the Son of God, that ye must
build your foundation; that when the devil

shall send forth his mighty winds, yea, his

shafts in the whirlwind, yea, when all his

hail and his mighty storm shall beat upon
you, it shall have no power over you to

drag you down to the gulf of misery and end-
less wo, because of the rock upon which ye
are built, which is a sure foundation, a

foundation whereon if men build they can-
not fail. (Helaman 5:12)

And again in another place we are

counseled

:

O, remember, my son, and learn wisdom
in thy youth; yea, learn in thy youth to

keep the commandments of God.
* * *

Counsel with the Lord in all thy doings,

and he will direct thee for good; yea, when
thou liest down at night lie down unto the

Lord, that he may watch over you in your
sleep; and when thou risest in the morning
let thy heart be full of thanks unto God;
and if ye do these things, ye shall be lifted

up at the last day. (Alma 37:35, 37)

The time is here when we would do
well to sing again the song that com-
forted the pioneers of a former day:

Think not, when you gather to Zion
Your troubles and trials are through

That nothing but comfort and pleasure
Are waiting in Zion for you.

No, no; 'tis designed as a furnace,

All substance, all texture to try,

To burn all the wood, hay, and stubble,

The gold from the dross purify.

May we survive the fiery furnace of

God's judgment and prove true to what-
ever test shall be made of us and
abide the day of the second coming of

the Son of Man. I humbly pray in the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER JOHN A. WIDTSOE
Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

n ear Brethren and Fellow Work-

J—"^ During the time allotted me I

should like to call to mind some funda-
mentals of leadership.

Nearly every member of the Church,
at one time or another, is called to some
official Church position; but here are
assembled the present Priesthood lead-

ership of the Church. In our hands,
with the willing cooperation of the
membership the Latter-day Saints, lies,

in large measure, the future of the
Church. We may retard or accelerate

its progress. The Lord has given us a
great trust:

The Church of Jesus Christ in these
latter days has had great leaders.

From Joseph Smith to Heber J. Grant
they have been mighty men. In their

day they may have suffered persecu-
tion and derision; but with the process
of the years they have come to stand
as gigantic figures, worthy of the ac-

claim of all who love righteousness.

They are fruits of the spirit of the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ. To follow the ex-

amples of these great leaders is to make
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our own leadership more worthy and
powerful.

Joseph Smith, under Jesus Christ is

the head of this dispensation of the
gospel. To him we bore tender and
touching tribute yesterday. He was
indeed a leader worthy of our emula-
tion. His leadership began with a con-
suming love of truth. Indeed no man
can be a safe leader who does not love
truth above all else. The words truth

and light appear and reappear as the

foundations of his teachings. He would
not walk in darkness. He knew that

the light of truth would banish the night

of error. Truth was his measuring
rod, therefore he would not and could
not support any cause, political, social,

or commercial, which did not square
with truth. There is never a possible

compromise with untruth. Truth must
ever be obeyed, or leadership leads

downward. What a different world we
should have today if the leaders of

nations had made truth their first love

and had surrendered to it. The Prophet
declared his passion for truth, and the

power of truth, in a glorious answer to

a correspondent:

I combat the errors of ages; I meet the

violence of mobs; I cope with illegal pro-

ceedings from executive authority; I cut

the Gordian knot of powers; and I solve the

mathematical problems of the universities

with truth—diamond truth. (D. H. C. 6:78)

Love of truth by all members of the

Church, from 1830 to 1942, has made
the Church mighty; and love of truth

and obedience to it will enable us to es-

tablish on earth the kingdom of God.
By truth we shall achieve the world's

leadership.

'"Phe history of Joseph Smith reveals
A further a man who did not pretend
to know everything. He was not
opinionated. He was not sufficient unto
himself. He knew the limitations of
man who is born to die. That is an-
other mark of his leadership. In his

eager boyhood, when he longed for the
truth of religion he went to the Lord
for help. As he grew in age and power,
he continued to seek help from the Cre-
ator of earth and man. He was pray-
erful. In the record of his life we

Second Day

read again and again, "I enquired of

the Lord." There was in his life a con-
stant outreaching for divine help. He
knew the source of truth, and sought
refreshment at the fountain head. Per-
sonal opinions and even the apparently
needed help of living men were set

aside when the Lord spoke. James
Arlington Bennett, recently baptized
into the Church, but without the spirit

of the gospel, desired to help the
Prophet out of the difficulties of the

day. He offered to be the Prophet's
"right hand man." Like a flash from
the sky came the Prophet's thunder-
ous reply: "God is my right hand man."
We can not attain leadership unless

we seek help from the Lord, unless we
cultivate the spirit of prayer. Again,
let me ask, would the world be in its

present state of bloody confusion, if its

leaders had sought counsel from the

Lord?
The truth that Joseph Smith promul-

gated, the instructions he received
from heaven, were applied in the spirit

of love for humanity. That was a
further mark of his leadership. He
recognized that all are children of the

Eternal Father, and to that extent di-

vine. He was ready to afford all men
equal rights on the way to salvation.

He did not lift himself above his

brethren. He had seen the Lord and
had conversed with Him; he was a
prophet; he was the president of the

Church—nevertheless he was but as

one with his brethren—a member of

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints, striving and struggling for

salvation. In him destroying pride was
swallowed up in life-giving humility.

Arrogance was absent from his private

or official actions. Such forgetfulness

of self, such love of his fellow men
made him a powerful leader. If we
who battle for the cause for which he
gave his life desire to become success-

ful leaders, we must love our brethren
and sisters, be courteous and gentle

with them, must be one with them. The
Prophet records in his diary that he
told some new arrivals in Nauvoo:

I was but a man, and they must not ex-

pect me to be perfect; if they expected per-

fection from me, I should expect it from
them; but if they would bear with my in-
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firmities and the infirmities of the brethren,

I would likewise bear with their infirmities.

(D. H. C. 5:181)

Such an attitude creates leadership.

The resulting love quiets "the restless

pulse of care" in our human relation-

ships.

Joseph the Prophet met the final test

of the leader, that of fidelity. He was
true to the cause which he represented.
He gave of himself for it. Almost
every day of the fourteen years he
presided over the Church was one of
toil, often of pain and sorrow. But,
he continued to be diligent, dependable,
ever considerate of the welfare of the
people. In the needs of the Church he
forgot himself. Opposition to the
Church was usually visited upon his

head. Fifty times he was charged with
offenses, falsely as the record shows,
for he was never found guilty. He
spent months in a foul jail. He was
driven from place to place and robbed
of his material possessions. His name
became known for "good and evil" the

world over. But he did not falter. He
built cities and temples; he fought the
battles of the Church; he surrendered
his own comforts for the benefit of the
people; he taught them everlasting

truth. When at long last the enemy
threatened to take vengeance upon his

people, if he would not yield himself

to men of the law who were untrue to

the law, and because some of his own
people were seized by fear, he said,

"If my life is of no value to my friends

it is of none to myself." And when
he accepted arrest he said to the com-
pany who were with him:

I am going like a lamb to the slaughter,

but I am calm as a summer's morning. I

have a conscience void of offense toward
God and toward all men.

The words of a worthy leader!

He suffered a martyr's death. He
was true even unto death.

The Lord does not require that we
give our lives in this manner for the

cause of truth. Yet, every man to be
true to his calling in this Church must
possess the spirit of devotion and sac-

rifice, of diligence and dependability,

of love of man and God, which en-

abled the Prophet to seal his testimony
with his blood. Humanity in its pres-

ent utter travail and sorrow is calling

for leaders, who, rising above human
diplomacy and self-interest, are true to

the cause of truth, at any cost.

T eaders who follow the example of

Joseph Smith receive great rewards.
They find daily joy in life. The visions
of heaven are theirs. And they win
disciples. Others, witnessing their

lives, seek to follow them. Brigham
Young bore incessant testimony to the

joy of being a disciple of Joseph Smith;
and his dying words were, "Joseph,
Joseph!" John Taylor, with Hyrum
Smith and Willard Richards, dared
death in Carthage Jail to be with their

leader and brother. The lives of Wil-
ford Woodruff, Lorenzo Snow, Joseph
F. Smith, and Heber

J.
Grant, judged

by the marks of leadership, conform to

the Prophet's life. Love of truth, of

God, and of their fellow men, and an
unquestioned, unselfish devotion to the

latter-day work of the Lord have char-

acterized the actions of these men. To
follow the examples of these men is to

achieve leadership.

In our respective callings, in stake or
ward or in the Priesthood quorum, the
signs of leadership which have marked
the great leaders of the whole Church,
will mark us as successful leaders.

Leadership is in essence the same wher-
ever applied.

That which makes a Church official

a leader may be used by any and every
member of the Church in winning joy
in life. It is equally important for the
whole membership of the Church, if

we are to be as a light upon a hill for

the guidance of the nations, to love
truth, to go to the Lord for help, to re-

cognize the divine kinship of all men,
and to be obedient and dependable,
true citizens of the Kingdom of God.

We have a great destiny. We are

commissioned to bring peace and hap-
piness to the earth, to lead the world
from error to truth, from darkness into

light. In that sense we have been called

to be world leaders. For that calling

let us prepare; let us build the Church
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with courage and faith toward perfec- righteousness shall be ushered in, I

tion, until the time when the reign of pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

PRESIDENT DAVID O. McKAY
Second Counselor in the First Presidency

After the singing by the choir and the benediction this session will be
adjourned for thirty minutes intermission. We shall reassemble at 12:30.

During this intermission members of the choir and members of the press

will have an opportunity to retire. Those, however, who hold regular cards

of admission, may of course remain or return and take their places in the

audience this aternoon.

Will Presidents of the High Priests Quorums, immediately after the

intermission occupy these front seats. That means others besides those

whose names were read yesterday. Then the Presiding Bishopric may draw
from your ranks any others besides those who were invited to take places

as shall be assigned. Members of the Presidencies of the High Priests may
occupy these front seats.

Brethren: Once again we have had our hearts comforted, our souls

inspired by the sweet, harmonious music furnished by the great Tabernacle
Choir. The leadership of the Church here assembled expresses gratitude

with one heart to the members of this great organization for the noble

service you render the Church and the Nation. To the soloists today and to

those who sang yesterday we express sincere thanks.

The Choir sang "God Is Our Refuge."

Elder Vernal C. Webb, President of the West Jordan Stake, offered

the benediction.

Conference adjourned until 12:30 p. m.

SACRAMENT AND TESTIMONY MEETING

The concluding session of the Conference was a sacrament and testi-

mony meeting and was held in the Tabernacle Sunday at 12:30 p. m.
President Grant was present during the early part of the meeting'

President David O. McKay, Second Counselor in the First Presidency,
conducted the services at the request of President Grant.

The congregation joined in singing the hymn, "Did You Think To
Pray," after which the opening prayer was offered by Elder Joseph T.
Williams of the Blackfoot Stake.

The congregation then sang the hymn, "How Great The Wisdom
and the Love."

The sacrament was administered under the direction of President
Rudger Clawson of the Council of the Twelve, assisted by the Presidents
of High Priests Quorums and Bishops of wards.

The time was then devoted to testimony bearing.

During the meeting President David O. McKay presented to the

congregation the following resolution:


