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And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath

God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that

are:

That no flesh should glory in his presence. (I Corinthians 1 :26-29)

Weak as we are, with the help of the Lord we can accomplish His
purposes. We can do nothing without His aid. He said to His disciples,

".
. . Without me ye can do nothing" (John 15 :5). I do not know that

we are any stronger as a ministry than were the disciples of Christ, who
could do nothing without His help, but with His help mighty works may
be accomplished. It is a great honor and blessing to us, I say, to receive

this Priesthood and authority, and be privileged to work with the Lord
for the blessing and salvation of mankind.

May the Lord help us that we may be untiring in our work, that

we may not lie down on the job, but that we may be valiant in the cove-

nants which we have made with Him in faithfulness, and earn for

ourselves eternal life in His kingdom, I pray in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

ELDER SAMUEL O. BENNION
Of the First Council of the Seventy

I have been delighted, my brethren, to be in attendance at this con-

ference and to- have been able to partake of the spirit of the occasion.

We have been fed with the bread of life. I can see great strength and
power growing in the Church with every conference that I attend and I

notice also in the stakes of Zion, a marked improvement. Everywhere
there seems to be more attention paid to the work of the Lord.

The attendance at stake conferences is not so large as I would like

to see, but undoubtedly that will come back when travel restrictions are

removed and the opportunity presents itself again for the people as a

whole to attend these gatherings.

President Grant's Sermon Inspired

Yesterday there was added to the words and books of the prophets
of the Lord another chapter in the great plan of God, when the sermon
of President Grant, read by President David O. McKay, was delivered

to this conference. That was one of the most outstanding evidences of

spiritual strength that I have witnessed in a long time. I thought of

President Grant who has worn his body out with hard work; and yet

I think I have not read anything in the prophets that was more penetrating

and more fully alive as to the obligations of the human family and the

membership of the Church than that sermon. I am so glad that this

and other inspired addresses are to be printed that we may be able to

read them and pass them on to the world. There will come a time
when they will be placed in books, and future generations will have
them to read because they came from God. That sermon came from our
Eternal Father, that is my witness unto you this afternoon.
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Importance of Missionary Work

There never was a time in my experience, I think, when it was more
opportune for us to do missionary work than at the present time. I have
remembered all my life that little children, as well as older ones, have
been taught to pray for the missionaries, that,they might be able to seek

and find those who were honest in their hearts. Today we have them
coming into our midst by the hundreds. I do not know, and feel sure they

do not realize, just why they have come here, but among them will be
found many who will be led to investigate the gospel, and perhaps many
of them will be baptized. It was only yesterday that I had the pleasure

of riding with an officer at a nearby camp who is living in the city with

a family of Saints. He said to me, "You know, when this war is over,

and I am permitted to come back, I am going to move to Salt Lake City.

I want to bring my wife here; I want to finish my time here in this

country among this people."

I am sure an influence for good is being felt. The strength of this

Church, brethren, does not rest upon the number of people in the Church,
nor in the educational stand that it occupies, nor in its wealth ; but is vested

in the quality of its membership and in the individual testimony of its

members. The desire to give of themselves for the good of others, to

think and speak without fear, under the direction and power of God,
and to live as they feel they should live, setting the right kind of example
—this is the stfength of the Church. Its members are proud to declare

their position before the world. There is the power of God in this earth

among His sons and His daughters, and its influence will be felt. It

will be the thing that will prepare the world for the coming of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. This power and testimony will prepare the

people to meet Him, for this is the Church and Kingdom of God on
earth. I bear this testimony to you, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER JOSEPH F. MERRILL
Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

First, brethren, may I make a brief report concerning the response

to a request sent out to the chairmen of our No-Liquor-Tobacco com-
mittees in all the stakes of the Church late last summer and early in the

fall.

Passage of Sheppard Bill Urged

Many thousands of letters and names attached to petitions went to

Washington addressed to their respective senators and representatives,

urging the passage of what was known as the Sheppard Bill, which, if it

had been passed, would have brought prohibition to the military reserva-

tions and camps and other places where the armed men of this country

were serving. The bill failed. The opposition was too strong, but a

great deal of good, I am sure, was accomplished. In what way ? In the

little town of Hollingwood in New Jersey, there was an army encamp-


