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We here and the Saints everywhere rejoice in the inspiration,

the hope, the counsel, and the blessing of the great message of Presi-

dent Grant. May he live yet many years to give us his wise leadership.

Satan's Power Being Exercised

I humbly pray that while I stand before you, I shall have an in-

terest in your faith and prayers, that I may be able to say something
that will be encouraging and up-building in these times of stress. These
are trying times. Satan is walking up and down throughout the

earth. He is wielding a power and an influence greater than ever has
been before in my generation. We shall be able to keep the command-
ments of the Lord and carry out his work only as the Lord shall give

us help, give us strength, and only as we shall live for those blessings.

It has been our boast—I was about to say—that God has poured
out upon us in the last one hundred years since the establishing of

the gospel a fulness of knowledge and of wisdom as to matters spirit-

ual, not only, but also as to matters temporal never before equaled in

the same time in the whole history of the world.
I need not recount to you the achievements in science, in art, and

in all that is done to make life comfortable and secure. We have
harnessed the forces of nature in a way they have never been harnessed
before. God has been prolific in the showering upon us of his blessings,

and yet, he having so blessed us and so brought things to our service,

we are now engaged in using every one of them that is available and
usable of art and science to the destruction of our fellow men. Nothing
that art or science has done but is used now to kill.

The Lord Tried by the Acts of Men

We sometimes speak of our trials. I wonder if we remember
what must be the trials of the Lord. He was sorely tried in the days
of Noah. He was tried with Sodom and Gomorrah. He was tried by
Israel. He has been tried in our day. I am sure he is being tried now.
We alone, we of the older men—not the youth whom we have sent

out to fight our battles—we are responsible for the conditions in this

world. God will expect us, of this group of priesthood of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints—he will expect us to act as the

ten righteous who could have saved Sodom and Gomorrah, if Abraham
had been able to find so many.

Preparation for Return of Soldiers

We hear a great deal today about postwar planning. It relates

primarily, always, to our economic life. I am not much impressed with
this planning, because in my view there are too many uncertain ele-

ments connected therewith to enable us wisely to plan. We shall have
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to wait and see what the postwar brings through forces and elements
over which we have no control.

But there is one bit of postwar planning that we can do, and to that

I would like to refer. Our boys, children almost, have gone out to

do battle on the battlefronts of the world. We sent them out boys, in

their innocence, in their inexperience, in their joyousness. We are

going to have them back men, premature men, who have undergone
trials of which we know nothing, who faced death consciously, day
after day. Some of them will return—we hope most of them—glorious

in their triumph over temptations and sin, able to take their place as

the leaders of this people and as the leaders of the nation, seasoned in

righteousness, seasoned in courage, seasoned in everything that goes
to make a man and a servant of God.

But some are coming back wounded in spirit and in mind by hate,

by revenge, by a willingness to kill, and sometimes by a will to kill,

wounded and corrupted under compulsion in thoughts and acts and
concepts which have never entered our minds and hearts. They are

coming back questioning, questioning sometimes even the existence

of a God who, as they look at it, would not tolerate such things as

they have gone through, they not understanding that we have brought
these ills upon ourselves. What are we going to do with these?

I am not thinking of their making a livelihood. That is the least

of the problems. I am wondering into what kind of homes we are

going to bring these boys back. Is there to be contention; is there

to be fault-finding; is there to be discord? Is it to be to homes without
faith, without righteousness, homes in which unchastity dwells with
its corrupting curse? Or are we to bring them back into homes of

patience and charity, into homes of righteous living? Are we going
to bring them back into homes of confidence and of love, of chastity,

of respect for their fellow men? Are we going to bring them back
into Latter-day Saint homes, and there carefully nurture and rebuild,

until they shall once more become as near as may be normal men?
Are we going to bring them back into homes of faith in God, faith in

his Son, Jesus Christ, and his atoning mission and sacrifice, faith in

the restored gospel and in Joseph Smith, with all that that implies?

That is a bit of postwar planning that can be done by every man
and the head of every family in this Church and in this nation, and in

the world. It is a postwar planning that requires no knowledge of

new elements. It is a postwar planning that merely requires that we
shall live the gospel, seek the Spirit of the Lord, ask his help, a plan-

ning that requires that we and our families shall live in accordance
with the principles which he has given to us. How can we do that?

By prayer, by keeping the Word of Wisdom, by love, by respect for

the rights of others, by that companionship in the home between
mother and father, brothers and sisters, that can take the wounded
soul back to the bosom of the family, and make it whole.

I urge upon you Latter-day Saints this postwar planning. It is
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your duty to your own; it is your duty to yourself; it is your duty to

your God. It is within the reach of each and every one.

The Savior, commenting to the multitude after John's disciples

had come and asked about him and whether he was the Savior, said:

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give

you rest.

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in

heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. (Matt. 11:28-30.)

God grant that to every father and mother, to every wife there

will come the power to prepare themselves to receive back and nurture

to health and strength the wounded soul which may come to them
after this great war is over, that those who return may once more
•become useful members of the Church, and of society, and so shape
their lives that they, too, may come to rest in glory in our Father's

kingdom, I humbly pray, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Vocal solo by Mondell White, "O Lord Most Holy"—by Caesar
Franck.

ELDER NICHOLAS G. SMITH
Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles

It is a great thrill, my brethren, for me to meet with you, the men
who have been called to guide and direct the destinies of a million

people, and I thrilled as we listened to the wonderful things that

have been given to us this morning, and to the clarion call of President

Clark, that we begin our postwar planning and be prepared to wel-

come back our boys and girls into homes where the Word of Wisdom
is observed and family prayers are indulged in.

The Value of Family Prayer
I am a firm believer in family prayer, and I do not think there is

anything too small for us to ask for, notwithstanding the fact that I

was talking with an educator not long ago who said: "It stands to

reason that God can't hear all the prayers that are offered up by the

hundreds of millions of people that are in this world, to say nothing
of all the other worlds and their inhabitants."

Now, I do not pretend to know how the Lord can hear and answer
all these prayers, but I do know that from my infancy my mother
taught me to go to my Heavenly Father in prayer, that the Lord loves

little children, and that he would answer my prayers. I have been
amazed as I have met up with difficulties to discover how solutions

came to problems. Surely the Lord does hear and answer prayer, and
if we have a praying family, and these boys and girls who have been
undergoing these terrible experiences come back, they will be mighty
happy to join in those prayers.

Letter from a Soldier

These boys of ours are having terrible experiences. One of my
stalwart missionaries was on the beachhead of Anzio in Italy. He


