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search of light on a vital problem, was moved upon by the Spirit to
asK God in faith for the wisdom he lacked. Retiring to a secluded
spot in a wooded grove, he "kneeled down and began to offer up
the desires of" his "heart to God" in vocal prayer. It was while
this boy was so engaged in humble prayer, and in answer to that

prayer, that the great vision of the Father and the Son which
opened this last dispensation of the gospel was given.

A great deal more could be said upon this vital subject of

prayer, but this is not the time nor place for me to say it. In con-
clusion, I plead with all men everywhere to turn to God in true

prayer. This is the number one requisite for peace in the world.

It is the only way that we can conquer Satan and escape the hands
of the servants of Satan that do uphold his work. We Latter-day
Saints know that God is our Eternal Father, that Jesus Christ is

his Son and our Redeemer, and that we must bring our desires and
our lives in harmony with his divine will, praying to him always
about all things in the name of Jesus. Let us see to it that from
henceforth no day shall pass in which we do not fervently, in

family and in private prayers, express our gratitude to our Heav-
enly Father and seek his guiding and protecting care, I humbly
pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER ANTOINE R. IVINS
Of the First Council of the Seventy

I crave an interest in your faith and prayers, my brethren, that

what I may say may be directed by the Spirit of God, through your
prayerful help.

Cultivation of the Souls of Men
As I travel over this vast country of ours, I, like you perhaps,

have been impressed by the vast amount of unproductive and untilled

land that we have. Only a small portion of this state and the other
states around us is well cultivated and really productive. There is

a writer whom I read frequently who has made the statement that

there are more uncultivated souls than lands. I wonder if that is true.

Certain it is that there are many souls in the world today who
have been improperly cultivated, else we would not have the condi-

tions prevalent that we are struggling with now.
I like to look upon this body of men as the tillers of the soul of

the Church, and it is our problem to see that the soul of the Church
is well cultivated, so that it can yield itself to the purposes of God.
The soul of the Church is a composite of the souls of its members,
and so we become the tillers of the souls of the members of the

Church, and it becomes our duty as we face this problem, each and
every one of us, to till our own garden spots first, and if they turn
out to be productive, then there is no question that the greater fields

will, likewise, be productive.
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When we think of the soul of the Church, and the souls of the

members of the Church, we naturally wonder what constitutes a well-

developed, well-cultivated soul.

We have already been told that the first and great command-
ment of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is that we should love God with
all our hearts, and that we should love our neighbors as ourselves.

That is the great fundamental principle of the Gospel, and since the
purpose of the Gospel is to develop men in their souls and give them
joy and happiness and better life, then the first requisite of a well-
cultivated soul is that he must love God and love his neighbor, be
willing to serve God and serve his neighbor.

Then we, who are the custodians of the people, so to speak, the
tillers of the soul, must see that we love God and love our neighbors,
so that we can help others to arrive at that state.

There are many other virtues that enter into this picture. Right
along as second to love come charity and mercy. Can we feel that

our souls are well cultivated if we have not charity? If you read the

scripture you will find that all these other things seem to fail in the

absence of charity and mercy.

Then comes forgiveness. We must be ready to forgive when
persons who have sinned against us, prompted by sincere repent-

ance, attempt to make restitution. If we are going to forgive, we are
going to forget likewise, for forgiveness falls flat if it is of the mouth
only and not of the heart, and if, after saying we forgive, we still car-

ry in our minds the offense and hold it as an obstacle to the progress
of the one whom we have forgiven.

We must be honest, too. We must be honest with ourselves,

we must be honest with our neighbors, we must be honest with the
state, we must be honest with the Church. There is too great a lack
of honesty in the world today; too many do not think seriously enough
of those problems and feel that so long as we can act within the tech-
nicalities of the law, we are sufficiently honest for the day. I question
that very much, brethren. I think we all ought repeatedly to examine
our hearts and our attitude, to make sure that we are honest.

And we should be industrious. If there is anything that the

Church has been noted for in the past, among those things comes the

fact that we have been an industrious people. We would like to con-

tinue to be such, industrious, frugal and careful. If we are, there is

little question but that God will bless us and help us to meet the

exigencies of our lives.

We should be sympathetic with our neighbors in their trials

and troubles. We should be willing to help them over their diffi-

culties. We should be trustworthy, so that when we make a prom-
ise, everybody will know that we keep that promise to the very let-

ter, that our word will be as our written bond, and nobody will ques-
tion us. We should live clean, honorable, and upright lives. No other
thing will give us greater happiness, or will develop our souls to a
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greater degree than to live the law of chastity which is prescribed by
our Church as by no other organization on the earth.

All of these things tend to develop the spirit and the soul of man.
The Prophet Joseph Smith has told us that the soul consists not only

of the spirit of man but of the spirit and body inseparably connected.
Then, in the development of the soul, we have next, after the spiritual

development, that of the body. I believe what the scripture says that

the body is the temple of the spirit, the temple of God, and that his

spirit will not dwell in an unclean body. Our purpose, then, as well

as to develop the other phase, is to develop our bodies, to attempt
perfection in them, so that the spirit which God grants the privilege

of dwelling in this body of clay shall, in its development, be unham-
pered by physical imperfections.

If we can do these things, we shall not have it said of us that

there are more uncultivated souls than land where we abide and we,
the priesthood presidents of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints have this as our great purpose and our great field of activity:

to develop the souls of the people and the soul of the Church. This
is a complex problem but it is wholly within our power, if we can
only gain the assistance that comes from the companionship of the
Spirit of God. If we are humble—and humility is one of the highest
virtues that we should cultivate in this spiritual development—if we
are only humble, and if we apply the spirit of prayer as Brother Rom-
ney has just said, we can gain that power that comes from the Spirit

of God.
That Spirit will give us the interest which will impel us to great-

er activity than we have ever undertaken before.

That, brethren, is my prayer today, that we the servants of God
and the servants of his people, for he has told us that inasmuch as
we serve the least among us we are serving him; that we can get his

Spirit to give us a true vision of our responsibility and the power to

meet it fully and completely. All of us should examine ourselves and
our problem, and then make a high resolve before our Heavenly Fa-
ther that we will, to the best of our ability magnify our calling. If

we can but do that, there is no question about the power of the priest-

hood of God. That he may grant it to us, I pray, in the name of

Jesus. Amen.

BISHOP LEGRAND RICHARDS
Presiding Bishop of the Church

Brethren, in your presence, and with the utmost humility and
sincerity, I desire to express to my Heavenly Father my deep grati-

tude for membership in this great Church, and for your fellow-

ship and the fellowship of the Saints, and the blessings that I am
privileged to enjoy as a member of his Church.

We called a deacon to talk in one of our stake conferences

recently, extemporaneously, and he expressed his gratitude to the


