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My brethren, we have just hstened to what may be termed the

gospel of Jesus Christ in a practical application. . We have been told

what it means to work and what the Lord expects us to do, and this

brings to mind the fact that our forebears who came here learned

well those principles and had it not been for the fact that they did

work and they did struggle we would not have the commonwealth
that we have here, nor would we have the foundation of faith that

is a part of this great work. It wasn't in luxury. It wasn't in idle-

ness that was made possible what we have, but it wap in poverty
and in hard work and in struggle, and these experiences, my breth-

ren, and those who are listening, contributed to other things. They
contributed to a richness of faith. Somehow or other the Lord has

seen fit, or the human makeup is such, that it is in adversity and sor-

row that we grow.

General McAlexander's View of War

At the close of the first world war there was stationed here at

Fort Douglas the thirty-eighth infantry that is credited with having
stopped the second battle of the Marne in World War I. The
commanding officer who had been a colonel in the infantry, was then

General Ulysses G. McAlexander. While stationed here, the gen-
eral became a friend of both President Ivins and President Grant.

Years later he was retired and moved to the Northwest, where his

wife passed away. He subsequently married again and coming back
here to Salt Lake City with his wife, renewed his acquaintance and
friendship with these two churchmen. On one occasion President

Grant drove the general down to the stake where I reside and we
had the privilege of hearing him speak in one of our school assem-
blies. He had a very vital message to deliver, and after his speaking
there, we invited him to speak in one of our stake union meetings
where the general told of his experiences in the second battle of the

Marne, and then he gave his reaction to war. At the close of the

talk, one of our brethren went up to him and very frankly said, "Gen-
eral, do you not think this a very cruel message to be giving in a re-

ligious meeting?" His answer was very significant. "Brother Booth"
—he had met him a few hours before—^"I want to impress, if pos-

sible, upon you people one fundamental thing, as I would like to im-
press it upon all the world, and that is that war is a terrible, cruel

monster, and whenever .we speak of it and whenever w^e deal with it,

we speak and deal with terrible things. Until the human family be-

comes conscious of the tragedy and the sorrow and the terribleness

of war we'll always have war. You church people," he said, "have
a very vital message and mission; namely, to try to teach the prin-

ciples of righteousness in the hearts of your people and in the hearts

of mankind, that war may be no more."
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I have never forgotten that, my brethren, and it seems to me
that that, after all, is one of the lessons that we need to learn. If we
can bring again righteousness into the hearts of the people, we will

be able to outlaw war, and the terribleness and the tragedy of it will

be no more, but we can not do it until we put into practical applica-

tion some of the teachings we have heard here today.

The Gospel A Help Under Every Condition

We are a practical people; we need to till the soil; we need to

make a living; we need to deal with the physical things of hfe just as
our forebears did, for they did a magnificent job in assimilating the
two aspects -of man's nature. They understood how to harmonize
the physical with the spiritual, and in their great faith they were able

to bring a harmony out of seeming chaos. God grant that we may
be able to do that, that we may outlaw hatred and animosity and so
live that the spirit of our Heavenly Father will be a part of us.

Someone the other day, someone who had had great sorrow be-
cause of this war, raised this question, "What has the Church to

offer in times like these when it seems the very props are taken from
under us?" Well, the Church has all of these practical things, and
it has more. It brings to you and me faith and hope. When the
shepherds stood on those Palestine hills, they heard the voices of
the angels declaring the event of the new-born Babe, "Behold . . .

[there is] born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is

Christ the Lord." (Luke 2:10-11.) Good tidings of great joy they
were told, which were to be for all people. It wasn't merely the
event of the Babe of Bethlehem, but it was the ushering in of the mes-
sage of eternal truth that was to bring comfort and joy through the
living of the precepts that he was to teach. That was the message
that was to bring joy to the human heart.

When Paul stood before King Agrippa he declared his conver-

sion and told of the appearance of Jesus Christ to him in midday,
and King Agrippa being touched in his heart, turned to Paul and said,

"Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian." (Acts 26:28.) "And
Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear
me this day, were both almost, and altogether such as I am, except
these bonds." {Ibid. 29.) He knew that Jesus was the Christ; he
had in his heart and soul what this testimony and the gospel does for

us in times of trial and adversity. The Prophet Joseph came in this

day and brought the same message, a message that has come through
sorrow, privation and tribulation, and yet it brings the same good tid-

ings of great joy that were sung by the shepherds two thousand years

ago. It is the translating into our lives, my brethren, not only these
practical things, but it is also a stimulating of the faith that comes
from God, our Eternal Father, through faithful service to his cause.

The lovely thing about the Church to which you and I belong is that

it permits of the application of these two, the practical with the spirit-

ual, and thus we grow and become strong.
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May the Lord help us that we may appreciate in our everyday
affairs the counsel given in this conference. May we appreciate the

great message of peace that comes into our hearts even in time of sor-

row, and may we have the power through living these eternal truths

ultimately to do away with unrighteousness, so that war may be no
more. God bless us, I pray in the name of Jesu^. Amen.

PRESIDENT J. REUBEN CLARK, JR.

First Counselor in the First Presidency

A part of the obligation of the presiding officer at these con-
ferences is that he shall take his turn in speaking to the people. For
that reason I wish to fulfill my duty and try to say something to you
that may be helpful and encouraging and to the furtherance of the

cause of the Lord. I sincerely trust that while I speak I shall have
with me the benefit of that spirit which has been poured out in such
rich abundance upon us today. So many themes have been touched,
that we might further discuss that it is a bit difficult to know what one
might most profitably do.

The Golden Rule A Safe Guide For Mankind

To the man who says, what has the Church to offer, in times like

these, we might perhaps, without being too cruel, say: what is to be
offered to the man who jumps off the house and breaks his leg. Well,
we can mend his leg, but it will always be a mended leg; but we have
also to offer to the man the advice, do not jump off the house again.

And so to this war-torn world, war-torn from the beginning, we
have to say to such a questioner: What has the Church to offer? The
Church has to offer to you, and to the world, and has offered to you
and to the world the principles that had they been accepted would
have made this war impossible, and that if now accepted will make a

recurrence of war impossible. W^e bring you that message, the mes-
sage of the gospel of Jesus Christ, restored in this day and age of the

world. Do unto others as thou wouldst be done by contains the rule

which ought to guide us as members of a community and as one of the

family of nations.

God Will Pass Sentence Upon the Guilty

In these days of terrible trial and stress the question is frequently

repeated by those who lose their dear ones under circumstances that

ten years ago were not believed possible. These dear ones sometimes
write and say: I hope that God will forgive me for the things I am
having to do. The parents want to know what is the answer to that

fear. I would like to read to you what the First Presidency said on
April 6, 1942, four months after the attack at Pearl Harbor.


