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Salt Lake City, and KSUB at Cedar City. It will also be carried over
KFXD at Nampa. Idaho. .

We will begin the afternoon services by the congregation sing-

ing: "O Ye Mountains High," Song Folder No. 12, L.D.S. Hymns
No. 338, Hymn Book No. 317. Elder J. Spencer Cornwall will con-
duct the singing; Elder Alexander Schreiner is at the organ.

The opening prayer will be offered by President Samuel Pollock
of the Panguitch Stake.

The congregation joined in singing the hymn, "O Ye Mountains
High," after which the opening prayer was offered by Elder Samuel
Pollock, President of the Panguitch Stake.

The hymn, "Do What is Right," L.D.S. Hymns No. 185, Hymn
Book No. 151, was sung by the congregation.

ELDER JOHN H. TAYLOR
Of the First Council of the Seventy

I am very happy, brethren, to have the opportunity of being at

this conference and of speaking to you for a few minutes. As has
been stated, we recently lost two of the members of our council, men
who were great missionaries, men who had good judgment and good
inspiration. I am sure that we will miss them; our associations with
them have been long and satisfying. Men who have been intimately

associated in a common cause become very close to each other. Sep-
arations like this come to all of us, but with the blessings of the Lord,
other good men are given to us to carry on the work. We are grate-

ful to have two such good men as Brother Young and Brother Hunter
associated with us in the First Council of the Seventy. I am quite

certain that we shall love them and hope that they will love us and
that with the blessings and inspirations of our Heavenly Father, we
as a council may be helpful in his great missionary cause.

s, Some of the Privileges of Citizenship '

Some time ago I was in court where there were a number of

people being examined as to their qualifications to become citizens

of this great country of ours. The judge asked one of the men this

question: "What can you receive as a citizen of this country that

you cannot receive without being a citizen?" As an alien, a man
could reside in our country, could move about in freedom from place

to place, could have the advantages of our schools, could have
police protection for himself and family and his business, .irrespec-

tive of the fact that he was not a citizen. But with all these priv-

ileges, he w^as always an alien, having no part in the feeling and
enthusiasm and love of country that belong to us as citizens. One
all-important thing that he was unable to enjoy was the right of
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suffrage—^the right to vote and to participate in the government,
in its laws and regulations. He could not go out and represent
or speak officially for the country or for the officers who might be
elected. Therefore, he failed to have one of the great things

we value so much. .
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Blessings Through Membership In the Church ^

We are often asked, "What is there in your Church that I can-
not receive without becoming a member?" Well, as a non-member of

the Church, he could get all the blessings and all the rewards that

have to do with obedience to certain laws. He could be clean and
receive from our Heavenly Father all of the blessings that we receive

because of our being clean. He could receive the blessings that come
to one who is honest, one who is a good neighbor, one who is willing

to live up to the obligations of his country. He could participate with
us in the blessings of the Word of Wisdom and could have for him-
self that health and strength and vitality that can come to one who
obeys the rules pertaining to this law.

He can have all the blessings that come from keeping the Ten
Commandments. By living in harmony with the spirit of the Sermon
on the Mount, he can receive all the blessings promised by the

Savior.

That is the thing about the Church and kingdom of the Lord.
It gives rewards to those who* merit them. It is stated in the Doctrine
and Covenants that upon every law there is a blessing attached; and
all people, provided they can live up to the laws and regulations,

will have the promised blessings given to them. But as in the case
of citizenship, there are some things that simply cannot come to a
man without his becoming a member of the Church and kingdom of

our Heavenly Father.
The priesthood of God is one such thing. This priesthood can

come only from God himself or from those who are delegated to hold
the priesthood and give it to somebody else. You remember the
case of the lame man, sitting in front of the temple. When Peter
and John came along, he asked for alms. Peter said to him:

. . . Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee; In

the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk. (Acts 3; 6.)

• No man has the authority to speak in the name of the Lord un-

less he holds the priesthood of God.
You remember the occasion when the seven sons of Sceva try-

ing to do the things that Paul had been doing said unto a man who
was afflicted, ".

. . We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth,"

and the spirit returned the answer, "Jesus I know, and Paul I know;
but who are ye?" (Acts 19:13, 15.) God has always hmited the

power and the right to speak in his name to the men who hold his

Holy Priesthood. Because of this priesthood we have a number of
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blessings that no one else can have. Others may wish them; they
may desire them, but the only way they can have them is by becom-
ing members of his Church.

One blessing of membership is that men and women when en-
tering into holy matrimony may be sealed for time and eternity and
not only have each other, but also have their children. Only in the
temples of the Lord can this work be done. Another blessing of

membership is the constant direction by men who speak and act and
are called by God to preside over the Church. We are never left

without guidance and without help to meet life's changing problems.

As members of the Church, we have the privilege and oppor-

tunity of doing missionary work. Men and women can go out in

the name of the Lord as they may be called. Men have the right to

act in the name of the Lord, and when they teach, they teach correct

doctrine. When they perform certain ordinances they perform
those ordinances according to the laws and regulations of our Heav-
enly Father, and they are done right, and when these things are per-

formed men and women are truly members of the Church and king-

dom of our Heavenly Father.

Missionary Work In the Stakes ' '

Just in passing I w^ould like to say a word about our missionaries

In the hands of the brethren who have met together today rests the

responsibility for the amount of missionary work that w^ill be done in

the Church. You men are the leaders in our stakes and in our wards,
and it is through your recommendations that members are called to

become missionaries. When we have a ward or a stake that thorough-
ly believes in the great work that God has given us to do as a Church,
we find that we have a great missionary corps of men and women
preaching the gospel. Where presiding men are not thoroughly en-

thusiastic or converted to the missionary cause, we have stakes and
wards where not much is done in the missionary line. It is quite true,

brethren, that all the priesthood of the Lord can be used in preaching
the gospel. Those holding the Aaronic Priesthood can be authorized
and sent out to preach the gospel, if necessary, and women can be
called to go out and preach the gospel; but to those holding the special

calling of seventies there has been given the obligation that they shall

preach and teach the gospel. We are in hopes, brethren, you leading

men who have this great responsibility in your hands will see that our
seventies shall have the opportunity of magnifying their calling

through preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ, that, if necessary, they
may be released from other duties so that they may preach the gospel

either out in the world or in the missions of your stakes. I am quite

certain if we could get the seventies necessary for missionary work
that we would be able to bring men and women into the Church who
are at present running to and fro and cannot understand the gospel

of Jesus Christ because there is no preacher or no teacher.
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Understanding Increased Through Study

Through membership we have a right to understand more about
the work of the Lord. Because of, the additional things that have
come to us by way of revelation, instead of having only the Bible we
have in addition, the Pearl of Great Price, the Book of Mormon, and
the Doctrine and Covenants. These enable us to understand what God
expects us to do here upon the earth, that we may walk more uprightly

and more sincerely than we could without the additional evidence and
the additional testimony that come from these great revelations of the

Lord. In addition, because of our faith and membership, we have
the privilege of understanding doctrines that are not generally under-
stood by the world, such as pre-existencc, salvation for the dead, and
the resurrection with its three glories. Our understanding is in-

creased, and we gain strength from many things that the Lord has re-

vealed to us for our consolation, for our blessing, and for our encour-
agement.

May the Lord JdIcss us and help us to value our membership in

the Church and our citizenship in the great kingdom, of the Lord, that

we shall not only use the things that are easy for us to understand and
to use, but that we shall search deeply into the ways of the Lord and
make use of all the principles and the doctrines and live by all of the
standards of the Church, I pray, in Jesus' name. Amen.

ELDER MARION G. ROMNEY

Assistant to the Council o[ the Twelve Apostles

As a preface to what I would like to say this afternoon, I read
the following from President Grant's message:

I believe that the elders of Israel in all the difFerent wards and stakes

of Zion earnestly desire to know the mind and will of our Heavenly Father,

and that they are ready and willing to do anything that is within their pow-
er to fulfill that mind and that will and to carry it out in their lives.

It is a great responsibility to address a general conference of

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and I feel that re-

sponsibility keenly. I pray that I may be responsive to the Holy
Spirit and that what I say will bring comfort to the hearts of those

who listen, and at the same time stimulate us all to examine ourselves

and determine more fully to' do our Father's will, which, if we do,

will bring us peace in this world and finally immortality and eternal

life in his presence.
^

Doing the Will of God Brings Peace

To seek to know the Father's will and to comply therewith does

not mean abject submission to an arbitrary superior force, but rather

bringing ourselves into harmony with the laws and principles pre-

vailing in an orderly universe. It is the only way by- which we may


