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he heard me laugh in the mission office one day after I arrived, he
said, "You go to> Louisiana. You can laugh down there, and they

can't hear you." Elder Rogers and I went down there where they

couldn't hear us, and for three days they didn't hear us. We were
lost in the piney woods of Louisiana. One of the happiest moments
I have experienced in this conference today is to have Elder Rogers,

whom I haven't seen since, step up here and make himself acquainted

with me.

President Bennion was a father to me. Sister Bennion was a

mother for more than two years. I regret the passing of President

Bennion more than I can tell you, and I should like to say over this

radio to Sister Bennion that I love her nearly as much as I love my
own mother.

I desire to serve you in humbleness and sincerity, but I also de-
sire strength of body and of mind to testify to the truth of what I

know so well. I know that Christ founded this Church in these last

days through the Prophet Joseph and that it sits solidly and squarely
on the rock of revelation, given to its living prophet. President Heber

J. Grant. If I can bear that testimony to the world wherevar I am
called, I shall be happy. I shall serve with all the strength I have
and with all my might and with all my mind, until that time when I

am called hence, and meet my father and my grandparents and my
son. I ask it in the name of Christ. Amen.

President Clarkt

You have just listened to President Seymour Dilworth Young
of the First Council of the Seventy.

I should like to tell you. President Young, that President Bennion
left a record of your work in the mission field, which speaks as highly
of your devotion to your work and of you yourself, as you have spok-
en here regarding President Bennion.

Elder Sonne, of the Assistants to the Twelve, will be our next
and concluding speaker.

, ,

ELDER ALMA SONNE
Assistant to the Council of the Tivelve Apostles

My brethren, it seems to me that the circumstances under
which we meet and the stirring messages to which we have listened

give rise to many reflections. I rejoice with you in the strength and
stability of the Church. I rejoice with you in the zeal and the enthusi-
asm of the leaders of this Church, and I rejoice with you in the faith

and the integrity and the unswerving devotion of the membership of

this Church. I say to you that God is at the helm. He is directing this

people. He will continue to inspire the leaders of this Church. I
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appreciate more than I can tell my membership in the Church, my
testimony of the truth, the great privileges, and the great opportuni-

ties which have come to me because of that membership.

Accomplishments of the Church

Reference has been made frequently to the greatness of the

Church. The Church is great, not necessarily great in number, be-

cause there are many churches which outnumber us in members, but
our Church, the Church of Christ, is great in purpose, in plan and
objectives. It is great in leadership, past and present, local and gen-
eral. It is great in historical background; its history forms a big part

in the drama of American accomplishments. Our history is colorful,

interesting, stirring, full of romance, full of tragedy, and yet full of

achievement. The membership of this Church have built villages,

cities, commonwealths, churches, schools, and temples—and the end
is not yet. The organization and the movement characteristic of the

Church have always been surcharged with a constructive spirit. Past
leaders have subdued the desert. They have set up high standards
for you and me to follow. They have developed a literature that

will live in the world, a literature that explains and interprets the

teachings of Jesus, of Paul, of Moses, and of other great men who
stand as the pivots of history. What would these men say if they
came back today with a message? What would Moses, the lawgiv-
er of Israel say? He would teach, as he taught when he lived, the
divinity of the Ten Commandments. So important are these com-
mandments that neither men nor nations can violate them, if they
want to live and achieve. What would Paul, the apostle, say? He
would say to the skeptics as he did to King Agrippa, "Why should
it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should raise the
dead?" (Acts 26:8), virtually saying, "You ask me to explain the
resurrection. I call upon you to substantiate the denial of this great
doctrine." He would say, as he did to King Agrippa, ".

. . believest

thou the prophets?" (Acts 26:27.) I tell you the world has gone
astray because they have failed to believe the prophets.

What would Jesus say? He would preach again his wonder-
ful, unparalleled Sermon on the Mount and tell the nations to heed
the teachings, because in it are the elements of salvation. What
would Joseph Smith say? He would give his testimony as he gave it

when he was alive. He would tell you and me and the world that

he saw God the Father, that he gazed upon him and heard the voice

of the risen Redeemer. I testify to you that God's work has been
established upon the earth. It will grow and increase until it reach-

es the hearts of men everywhere. It will not fail. God help us to

discharge our responsibilities and to introduce into our lives the sav-
ing principles of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, I pray in his

name. Amen.


