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The Singing Mothers and the congregation joined in singing the

hymn, "O Say, what Is Truth?" Hymn Book page 2, L. D. S. Hymns
No. 191.

ELDER ANTOINE R. IVINS

Of the First Council of the Seventy

My beloved bretheren and sisters, I crave an interest in your
faith and prayers for the short time that I shall stand before you. I

feel that without it and without the Spirit of God, it would be useless

for me to attempt to say a word of comfort to any of us.

Thus far in this conference I have enjoyed very greatly what has
been done and said. I likewise enjoy very much the privilege I have
had of shaking hands with so many of the men and women whom
I esteem to be my friends, and I wish it were possible to shake hands
with all of you and know you well. We get a great deal of comfort
in moving among you as we visit the stakes and attempt to deliver

a message that will be helpful.

The Two Great Commandments

These are very trying times, trying to all of us, I presume, and it

has already been said in this conference that no man seems to be smart
enough to tell us just what to do to correct our troubles. I wish I

knew the answer. I believe, however, the Savior told us about w^hat

we should do if we would live in peace and happiness and live suc-

cessful lives. Last night we listened to a statement of the work that

is being done by our welfare organization in the Church, an expression

of unselfish devotion to an ideal. Christ said the great commandment
is to love God, and the second is to love our fellows as we love our-

selves. I see in that the simple statement that we should drive out of

our hearts all selfishness, for until we get rid ol selfishness we cannot
w^ell love our neighbors as we love ourselves.

Spirit o[ God Needed in Affairs of Men

As I study history, I beheve I see that every great war of ag-
gression the world has suffered has been prompted by avarice and
greed and selfish desire, sometimes not on the part of all the people but
at least on the part of the people who have the power to bring the

others into aggressive action against their neighbors; and I believe

the war that we have just had and the war that preceded it were pre-

cipitated on the world by nothing but greed and avarice and selfish-

ness. I do not expect to live to see the time when people will not do
those things, but some day may come when an arrangement can be
reached such as will prevent the aggression of one nation upon an-
other, of a strong nation upon a helpless one. If that time ever comes,
it will come because the Spirit of God shall inspire men to draft

policies to prevent it.
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We not only have international troubles of that kind, but we
also have interstate troubles that grow out of the same motives, and
they trouble us sometimes very definitely and personally. I believe

that they also would vanish if people could gain the Spirit of God
and act under its inspiration. If our legislators could give themselves
to the duties of their office, if they would never have a selfish motive in

what they do, perhaps better laws could be drafted. If the men who
control the big business of the nation should realize that their own
welfare rests upon the welfare of the people that they employ, per-

haps they could in that way be helpful. And then if the employee
likewise could realize that his welfare depends upon that of his em-
ployer, perhaps they could get together in a more helpful spirit, and
some of these evils could be eradicated.

Unselfishness Vital in Church Service

Then if we in the stakes and wards could drive out of our hearts

and our souls the spirit of selfishness, we could do our duty only with

the thought of helping the great organization of which we are a part.

We likewise could help to bring about that day; but we are human;
we are intensely human; and self-preservation, we are told, is the first

law of nature. There is selfishness in it, and it is because of the

tremendous struggle that it will take tO' drive it out of our souls that

the love of neighbor gained such prominence in the teachings of Christ.

It is likely the greatest struggle we would have to make with ourselves

to become absolutely unselfish. But the things we do, we expect to

redound to our own honor and our own glory, and frequently we
measure our willingness to perform them on that standard. It is

not right.

I once heard a young man as he addressed a seventies' con-

vention in Barratt Hall say, "There is no measure to the good that a

man may do if he does not worry as to who gets the credit for it."

That is a great and glorious principle of action. I think if nations

would work for the v/elfare of the group, and if the governing ele-

ments within nations could work for the welfare of the group; if those

who work could work for the welfare of the whole, the Spirit of God
would have an opportunity to work upon their souls and make better

men and better women of them, bringing peace and prosperity and
the alleviation of all suffering. It is a wonderful task; it is perhaps
the gretest task of all, and it will never be realized without the Spirit

of God to prompt it. We will never get that Spirit until we weed out

of our habits those vices of which Brother Merrill has spoken this

afternoon. Perhaps if we could come to live chaste and upright lives,

we would then have a right to claim from God his Spirit; and getting

his Spirit would help us to become unselfish; and becoming unselfish

we could love our neighbors as we love ourselves. I have a picture

of this body of men and women going away from this building with

a definite resolution to drive out from their hearts every vestige of
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selfishness and to devote themselves with greater sacrifice to the

well-being of their brothers and sisters, their fathers and mothers,

their neighbors, and the nation at large. I wish that God would give

us this Spirit. If all of us who are here and if all who are fistening to

the sound of the radio waves that go forth would devote themselves

to that one purpose, then this conference would fill the measure for

which it was called together. The world would be better, and God
would reign in the hearts of men. That he may help us to do this, I

pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.

ELDER SPENCER W. KIMBALL

Of the Council o[ the Twelve Apostles

My brothers and sisters: This is an inspiring experience. I have
listened with great interest to the testimonies and the remarks of my
brethren. I am sure that today there are many hundreds of thousands

of Latter-day Saints throughout the world represented by you and
who, with you and us, are today bearing testimony of the divinity of

this great work.

Some of the bretheren have mentioned our great heritage and
our ancestors who have left us that heritage. Brother Widstoe men-
tioned members running into the many thousands who crossed the

plains at great personal sacrifice. There were thousands of that num-
ber who died between Nauvoo and the Salt Lake valley and sealed

their testimonies with their blood. They were martyrs to a great

cause, as was their prophet, seer and revelator.

Martyrs for a Great Cause

I wish to say a few words about martyrs. Webster says a mar-
tyr is one who voluntarily suffers death for refusing to renounce his

religion.

About one hundred fifty years before the birth of Christ, there

came among the descendants of Lehi, a prophet named Abinadi.

Fearlessly he preached repentance to King Noah and his faithless

people who were guilty of all the crimes known to men. He boldly de-

nounced their immoralities, and called them to repentance. "... Away
with this fellow," the king had commanded, "and slay him; for what
have we to do with him, for he is mad." (Book of Mormon Mosiah
13:1.) They attempted to lay hands on him, but he warned that God
would not let them harm him until his message was delivered.

And he spake with power and authority from God. {Ibid. 13:6.)

Then Abinadi prophesied the coming of the Messiah, his life,

ministry, and death. The king commanded that he be bound, cast

into prison, and threatened:

. . . thou shalt be put to death unless thou wilt recall all the words
which thou hast spoken evil concerning me and my people. {Ibid. 17:8.)


