
PRESIDENT GEORGE ALBERT SMITH 123

does likewise. If you don't believe that, I can only say that you have
not been in Texas.

The Lord has blessed us wonderfully. We were able during this

war period to dedicate nine houses of worship. We have the funds
sufficient, waiting for the building ban to be raised, to start building
fifteen mofe chapels. We have a membership of about eight thousand
members in that fine mission.

Since coming home I have visited a number of our meeting houses,
and I have enjoyed being in this historic building.

I call to mind and am going to tell you of one incident in that

mission, because I have thought of it many, many times. A few
years ago our missionaries, two of them, wrote me and wanted
permission to set apart a young girl seventeen years of age as the

Superintendent of a Sunday School. There were six children that she
would like to teach. They would go out into the woods in Louisiana.

I granted them permission. They still meet out in the open spaces in

the woods, the canopy being the high heavens. This good girl, through
her efforts, converted her friend, a member of the Catholic Church.
Since that time they have both married and both of their husbands
have been converted to the Church. The husbands were given the

Aaronic Priesthood and before 1 left they were given the Melchizedek
Priesthood. They have a membership in that little place now of some 68
members. They still hold their meetings and their Sunday School
out in the open. They don't have the lovely meeting houses that we
have here in the Rocky Mountains, but they do have the same spirit

that we have here.

I rejoice, my brethren, that I have had this privilege of going into

the mission field, and for the confidence that has been placed in me
by the General Authorities of the Church. I can think of no finer work
for any of us to be engaged in than that of missionary work. I am
happy to be back. I stand ready to accept, if another call should be
made of me.

May the Lord be w^ith you and may we accept that call that

President Smith gave us six months ago, that was referred to by
President Young here this night, and encourage our young men to go
on missions. From a high peak of 140 missionaries in that mission we
went down to an all-time low of 10, but through the goodness and
the testimonies of the Saints and the fine work of our service men,
the work was carried on.

May the Lord bless us I pray, through Jesus Christ, Amen.

PRESIDENT GEORGE ALBERT SMITH
I am sure, my brethren, this has been a joyous experience to

all of us, to be here in the house of the Lord and rejoice in his bles-

sings. I want to emphasize what President Clark has said to the

effect that this is the gospel of Jesus Christ, that it is the power of

God unto salvation, that Jesus Christ was our Elder Brother and
lived upon the earth and died that we might live again, that he



124 GENERAL CONFERENCE
Saturday, April 6 Second Day

brought about the resurrection and has appeared to the children of

men since that time. I marvel how some of our people can lose their

faith and go off on a sidetrack when the evidences are as great as

they are as to the truth of the gospel.

Divinity of the Church

Among the strongest evidences of the divinity of the work in

which we are engaged, and of the mission of the Prophet Joseph
Smith are the facts that the Church exists today, more powerful than
it ever was, and that the predictions that were made by Joseph Smith
as a prophet have been fulfilled and are still in course of fulfilment.

There are no people in the world anywhere, who enjoy the blessings

that we enjoy, physically and spiritually. The majority of people do
not know God; they do not understand the purpose of life. They
have been sidetracked by some of the men whose philosophies have
taken the place of the truth. That is the reason that the world is in the
condition that it is.

The Value of a Testimony

I am grateful to be here. To look into your faces is a testimony
to me of the divinity of this work. Go where you will, you will find

no other group assembled, each of whom has faith in God; and if

we were to ask all of you how many have a testimony, not a belief

because somebody else has said so, but how many of you have an
assurance that this is God's work, that Jesus is the Christ, that we are
living eternal lives, that Joseph Smith as a prophet of the Living God,
you would answer that you have this testimony that buoys you up
and strengthens you and gives you satisfaction as you go forward
in the world. And just to test my belief in regard to that, all of you
who have this testimony, raise your right hands. Thank you. It is

evident by this show of hands that most of you who are here tonight,

have received a testimony and know that the truth is upon the earth.

Of course the adversary will try to blind the human family. He will

try to lead them into by-and forbidden paths; that is his business.

How^ever, if we will live the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth, if w^e

will observe the advice and counsel of the prophets of God, if we
will carry out the program that the Lord has given to the Church with
which we are identified, we will lead all the world in knowledge and
intelligence and in power, because we may have all that the world
has, plus the inspiration of the Almighty.

I know that it will not be very long before my work will be
finished, in the natural course of events. I have had many experiences

and have traveled in the world and mingled with many wonderful
men and women, and I would like to say that I learned when I was
a boy that this is the work of the Lord. I learned that there were
prophets living upon the earth. I learned that the inspiration of the

Almighty would influence those who lived to enjoy it, so we are not
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dependent upon one or two or a half dozen individuals. There are

thousands of members of this Church who know—it is not a question

of imagination at all—they know that God lives and that Jesus is

the Christ and that we are the children of God. He is the Father of

our spirits. We have not come from some lower form of life, but
God is the Father of our spirits, and we belong to the royal family,

because he is our Father.

Aristocracy of Righteousness

We talk about the philosophies of men and hold them up some-
times as a pretty p.icture, but when they conflict with the teachings

of our Heavenly Father as contained in Holy Writ, they are value-

less. They will never lead anybody into eternal happiness, nor help

him to find a place in the kingdom of our Heavenly Father. We
cannot retain that testimony unless we keep the commandments of

God. A knowledge of truth will not remain with us unless we live

as our Heavenly Father desires and advises us to live.

We sometimes hear people speak of the aristocracies of the world,

the royal families of the world. I want to say, the only true aristo-

cracy in the world is the aristocracy of righteousness, and the only
families that will persist are those -who keep the commandments of

our Heavenly Father.

Our Missionary Obligations

So tonight, let me say, brethren, our missionary field is before us.

Our Father's sons and daughters need us. We are grateful for the

responses being made to the call that has gone out for missionaries.

Some are anxious to go, but because they are not physically able or

other conditions are unfavorable we cannot accept their offer. There
are in this Church thousands of men and women who are capable of

teaching the goSpel and who can become more capable by doing their

duty in the mission field. They will be blessed with means, sufficient

to take them to perform the work that the Lord wants us to perform.

I would like to say to the men who would retain their means in pre-

ference to laying up treasures in heaven, their wealth will decay in

their hands, and their opportunity to gain eternal life in the celestial

kingdom will pass them by.

Preparation for the Celestial Kingdom

This is the Lord's work. It is his Church. It is his way of pre-

paring us for eternal happiness in the celestial kingdom, and surely

not any of those who have seen the result of the gospel of Jesus
Christ in the world will question its divinity. Judge the tree by its

fruits, and you will find no other tree in the whole world that com-
pares with the gospel of Jesus Christ. There is no other plan in all

the world that leads to the celestial kingdom of our Heavenly Father;

knowing that, surely we will not be misled by the philosophies and the
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sophistries of men who pretend to know that which they do not

know^.

In conculsion, let me say, I am grateful to be here. I want to thank
you for your kindness to me, one of the weakest of all our Father's

sons. I know my limitations. I don't stand here with the idea that

I am more than an ordinary individual, but I thank you for your
faith and your prayers for me and for my associates and the brethren

who lead this Church. I thank you for the manner in which you
stand for that which is righteous and put aside that which is not
righteous. I hope that in the near future when another opportunity

will be given to the people of this state to manifest their desire to

observe the Word of Wisdom and keep the comfhandments of God.
that this group of men here will not be afraid to stand for what our
Heavenly Father has advised us to do, regardless of what the habits

of the world may be.

Disobedience Destroys Faith

I would like to say that the loss of faith in this Church, in many
cases, is traceable directly to a violation of the Sabbath day, failure to

observe the Word of Wisdom, the advice of our Heavenly Father,

failure to attend to our prayers and to thank him for the blessings

we enjoy, refusal to give of our substance to those who are less for-

tunate than ourselves. All these things that are intended to uplift

us, if we observe the teachings of our Heavenly Father, become a pit-

fall for us if we fail to keep his commandments.
God does live; Jesus is the Christ; Joseph Smith is a prophet of

the Living God; and the authority of the priesthood is with this

Church today and will continue to administer to those who are willing

to be ministered unto under the inspiration of our Heavenly Father.

I bear you this testimony tonight, knowing the seriousness, if it were
not true, of saying it, and I bear it in love and kindness and gratitude

to God, and say that I know these things are true, and I bear you
that witness in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

President George Albert Smith;

Now brethren, the Men's Chorus will sing for us: "Sound An
Alarm." The closing prayer will be offered by President Ephraim
Stanley Miller of the Raft River Stake, after which the Conference
will be adjourned until 10 o'clock tomorrow morning.

Because of the change of time in the Tabernacle Choir and Organ
broadcast, which will be from 9:30 to 10:00 o'clock tomorrow
morning, those desiring to attend the broadcast must be here in their

seats by 9 : 1 5 a.m. As the Choir will be rehearsing during the time the

audience is gathering, it is necessary to suggest that the audience come
in and take their seats quietly and refrain from making any noise of

any kind, talking, whispering, or scraping of feet, during the broadcast.

The regular session of the Conference will begin at 10:00 a.m.


