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erly, the Lord commands them to multiply. Now that is not in ac-

cord with the teachings of the world, nor the practice of the world,
especially the practice, and so I want to read one or two other pas-
sages now; this from President Young:

There are multitudes of pure and holy spirits waiting to take taber-

nacles, now what is our duty?—To prepare tabernacles for them; to take
a course that will not tend to drive those spirits into the families of the
wicked, where they will be trained in wickedness, debauchery, and every
species of crime. It is the duty of every righteous man and woman to pre-
pare tabernacles for all the spirits they can.

To check the increase of our race has its advocates among the influ-

ential and powerful circles of society in our nation and in other nations.

The same practice existed forty-five years ago, and various devices were
used by married persons to prevent the expenses and responsibilities of a
family of children, which they must have incurred had they suffered na-
ture's laws to rule pre-eminent. That which was practiced then in fear and
against reproving conscience, is now boldly trumpeted abroad as one of
the best means of ameliorating the miseries and sorrows of humanity. In-

fanticide is very prevalent in our nation. It is a crime that comes within
the purview of the law, and is therefore not so boldly practised as is the

other equally great crime, which, no doubt, to a great extent, prevents the

necessity of infanticide. The unnatural style of living, the extensive use
of narcotics, the attempt to destroy and dry up the fountains of life,

are fast destroying the American element of the nation; it is passing away
before the increase of the more healthy, robust, honest, and less sinful class

of the people which are pouring into the country daily from the old world.
(Discourses of Bcigham Young, p. 197, 1943 edition.)

Now I think you bishops, you presidents of stakes, and you
presidents of the quorums of the priesthood, ought to consider these

things most carefully, and be prepared to teach the people that which
the Lord would have them taught, and when our teachers go to visit

them in their homes, let them teach the revelations of the Living God
and magnify their callings. This I pray in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

ELDER MILTON R. HUNTER
Of the First Council of the Seventy

My dear brethren and sisters, it is in deep humility that I stand
before you today. I have a prayer in my heart that God will sustain

and be with me on this occasion.

As a Man Thinketh

The ancient statement, "As [a man] thinketh in his heart, so
is he," (Prov. 23:7) is a divine, sublime, and eternal truth. Every
act that we have committed and every word that we have spoken
have come about as a result of our thoughts. Your character and my
character today are the results of the complete sum of all our
thoughts. Thus a man is literally what he thinks. Every plant springs
forth from its seed. So it is with the deeds of man. Every one of his
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acts springs forth from the hidden seeds of thought. Our minds are as

fertile gardens. If we plant in these gardens seeds of impure and
unholy thoughts, these seeds grow as weeds and crowd out that

which is pure and noble. Under these conditions, our lives become
filled with filthy, ungodly, and immoral actions. Paul, the ancient

Christian apostle to the Gentiles, warned humanity against sowing
evil thoughts which always result in wicked deeds.

Be not deceived; God is not mocked; for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh

reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap

life everlasting. (Galatians 6:7, 8.)

In my humble opinion, there is no single passage of scripture

that would do more toward saving the world from misery and de-

struction if the human family would heed its injunction. If all the

holy scriptures were suddenly taken from mortal beings but one single

passage, and if I were asked to select the passage which I thought
would be of most benefit to the human family, I believe I would choose
that statement made by Paul. Furthermore, I would print that state-

ment indelibly on a large placard and hold it before the eyes of the

people continuously.

Human beings are so prone to flatter each other and to use the

art of sophistry that a true measure of character cannot always be
accurately ascertained by the words we speak. We adults are not

as little children. They are frank and honest in expressing their opin-

ions. Perhaps that is one reason why Jesus declared that except we
become as little children we cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven.

Character Sum Total of Thoughts

The only sure measuring rod of character, therefore, is the sum-
total of all our thoughts. The claim has been made that if we could
look into the hearts and minds of boys and girls and perceive their

thoughts—especially their thoughts when their minds are operating
undisciplined away from their daily assigned tasks—we could have
a rather safe criterion by which to judge their future happiness and
sorrow. It is a well-known fact that as thoughts blossom forth into

actions, joy and sorrow are the results. Thus it can be said to a young
man or to a young woman: "You tell me your thoughts, and I will

tell you your future."

Jesus, the Master of life and salvation, proclaimed that:

. . . out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. A good
man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and
an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. (Matt. 12:

34, 35.)

Since all that is evil and all that is good in human nature comes
forth from the heart of man, we shall be held accountable before the

judgment seat of God for all that comes from the heart. In fact, the

gospel plan of salvation proclaims that every man and every woman
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who have their free agency to choose the course that they follow
and who are mentally sound and capable of making choices are held
responsible for the actions that they commit. God our Eternal Father
is both merciful and just. He is very merciful in that he gave to the
human family the gospel; and to be completely just, he requires each
of us to> obey every word that has come from his mouth.

Responsible for Our Words and Acts

Alma the Younger, a great Nephite prophet-teacher, declared
that all men, women, and children who come into this mortal world
will eventually be "brought before the bar of God, to be judged ac-

cording to our works." If we have lived wicked lives while in mor-
tality, according to this Nephite prophet, at the judgment day:

. . . our words will condemn us, yea, all our works will condemn us;

we shall not be found spotless; and our thoughts will also condemn us.

(Alma 12:14.)

At the judgment day, so great will be the shame of those who
have lived wicked lives in mortality that they will cry for the moun-
tains to fall upon them and hide them from the presence of God. But
this cannot be the case. Every individual will have to acknowledge
that Jesus is the Christ, the Savior of the world, and that his judg-
ments are just and true.

Alma was not the only prophet of God who declared that we
shall be held responsible for every act that we commit, for every
word that we speak, and for every thought that we think. Jesus who
is the great Judge, Law-giver, and Savior of the world, proclaimed
that we shall be held accountable for the secret thoughts of our hearts.

He also declared:

I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall

give account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt

be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned. (Matt. 12:36, 37.)

The Savior also maintained that all of our secrets eventually

shall be made public. To quote his exact words:

For there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; neither hid,

that shall not be known. Therefore whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness

shall be heard in the light; and that which ye have spoken in the ear in

closets shall be proclaimed upon the housetops. (Luke 12:2, 3.)

If it is true that our bad unspoken thoughts are recorded against

us, will it not be just as true that all our good thoughts unspoken, the

kindness, tenderness, sympathy, pity, love, beauty, and charity that

enter the breast and cause the heart to throb with silent good, find

remembrance in the presence of God, also? Yes, I firmly believe that

all of our good impulses and thoughts will find remembrance with
the Lord just as much as will the evil that we have thought, said, or

done; and certainly since God is our loving Father, he will remember
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the good with a greater degree of satisfaction and joy than he will

the evil.

Think Pure Thoughts

My friends, it will pay high dividends for us to guard our lips,

as James, the ancient Christian writer, so plainly taught. "... If any
man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to

bridle the whole body." . . . for the tongue which is unbridled "is a

fire, a world of iniquity." (James 3:2, 6.

)

If it pays well to guard our lips, it pays just as well and even
better to guard our thoughts, for every word that we speak is pre-

ceded by the thought. We, as Saints of the Most High, should ac-

custom ourselves at all times to think such pure thoughts that if our
minds and hearts were laid open before the world, nothing would
appear which when brought to light would cause us to blush. Since
the key to every man is his thoughts, we should thoroughly under-
stand that our habitual thoughts will completely determine our char-

acter, for the soul is truly dyed by the thoughts. Therefore, thought
and character are one. Our reputation is what men believe us to

be, but our character is what God and angels actually know of us.

The Lord gave us the key in modern revelation by which we can
build lives of righteousness:

Let thy bowels also be full of charity towards all men, and to the

household of faith, and let virtue garnish thy thoughts unceasingly; then

shall thy confidence wax strong in the presence of God; and the doctrine

of the priesthood shall distil upon thy soul as the dews from heaven. The
Holy Ghost shall be thy constant companion, and thy scepter an un-
changing scepter of righteousness and truth; and thy dominion shall be
an everlasting dominion, and without compulsory means it shall flow unto
thee forever and ever. (D. & C. 121:45, 46.)

If we would do as the Lord has commanded, we could rest as-

sured of receiving blessings in great abundance. Surely then we
could sing with the psalmist of old:

Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who shall stand in his

holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not

lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the

blessing from the Lord, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.

(Psalm 24:3-5.)

God has revealed to us as Latter-day Saints the true plan of sal-

vation; therefore, it is not only our opportunity, but, according to

modern revelation, it is the duty of each of us to "serve him with all

[his] your heart, might, mind and strength, that ye may stand

blameless before God at the last day." (D. & C. 4:2) Let us heed
the solemn warning found in Ecclesiastes which is one of the great-

est statements in the Old Testament:

Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep
his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring
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every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good,

or whether it be evil. (Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14.) <

Roots of Sin in Our Thoughts

Throughout history, men of God have put forth strenuous ef-

forts to reform those individuals who have strayed from the path

of truth into the byways of sin. Repentance has been their theme.

It is true that repentance is the only pathway back from sin to God;
but when one becomes steeped in iniquity, repentance is a long and
difficult process. The Master Teacher had a more keen insight into

the building of character than did any of the other great teachers of

history. He declared:

Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not
commit adultery: But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman
to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.

(Matt. 5:27, 28.)

In this and similar statements Jesus declared that the roots of

sin lie in our thoughts. This being true, the proper time to reform
people is not after they have formed thought habits but to teach
our children while they are in their childhood and youth to think
no other than pure and noble thoughts. At that time their minds
are clean and pliable, and it is possible for us more easily to implant
in their hearts seeds of purity, truth, and righteousness. Surely,

as the writer of the proverb aptly stated:

Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will

not depart from it. (Proverbs 22:6.)

Responsibility to Develop Proper Habits

Parents in Israel, a heavy responsibility rests on each of us
to help our children develop proper habits of thinking. The Savior
has laid the responsibility on us to be the principal agents in teach-
ing our children the gospel plan of salvation. I tremble when I

realize the responsibility that is mine as a father. To quote one of

the commandments:

And again, inasmuch as parents have children in Zion, or in any of

her stakes which are organized, that teach them not to understand the doc-
trine of repentance, faith in Christ the Son of the living God, and of bap-
tism and the gift of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of the hands, when
eight years old, the sin be upon the heads of the parents. For this shall be
a law unto the inhabitants of Zion, or in any of her stakes which are or-

ganized. And their children shall be baptized for the remission of their

sins when eight years old, and receive the laying on of the hands. And
they shall also teach their children to pray, and to walk uprightly before
the Lord. (D. 6 C. 68:25-28.)

Teachers throughout the Church who are working in the sem-
inaries and institutes of religion, in the Sunday Schools, Primaries,

and Priesthood classes, your opportunities and responsibilities are

as great as any opportunities and responsibilities that can rest on
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the shoulders of men. In your charge is given our most priceless

blessing—our sons and daughters. It is your duty and calling to

assist the parents in Israel in planting in the hearts of the youth of

the Church seeds of thought that will shoot forth into deeds of

righteousness. What greater calling could men and women have
than to be the molders of character? May God bless you in your
noble callings; and may he continuously bless every one of us that

we may think pure and holy thoughts, for "as [a man] thinketh in

his heart, so is he."

In conclusion, I desire to bear testimony that I know that God
lives and is indeed our Eternal Father, that Jesus is the Christ, the

Savior of the world, and that Jospeh Smith is the Prophet whom
God foreordained and sent into the world in the last days to estab-

lish the only true Church of Jesus Christ, which Church is endowed
with power from on high to bring salvation to the human family.

I also bear witness that President George Albert Smith is also a
prophet of the Most High and that he holds the keys of the priest-

hood just as the other holy prophets have done. I humbly pray
that God will bless us all in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. Amen.

The Relief Society Singing Mothers and the congregation joined

in singing the hymn, "We Thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet," by
Norton, (Hymn Book page 152, L.D.S. Hymns page 298.)

ELDER CHARLES A. CALLIS

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

"I can no more remember the books that I have read than the
meals that I have eaten," said Emerson, "but they have made me."
To countless thousands, who have basked in the spirit of the Book of
Mormon, the truth that Joseph Smith spoke comes home to their

souls. He remarked that " a man would get nearer to God by
abiding by its [Book of Mormon] precepts, than by any other book."

Teachings of Book of Mormon

The Nephite record testifies in a heavenly spirit to the truth
that the Bible is true. They are one in God's hand to confound
false doctrine and to establish peace in the hearts of men. This
sacred book tells us that little children are alive in Christ. They
need no baptism until they become accountable for their actions.

For many years a great many good people believed in the doctrine
of "infant damnation." They didn't understand; but the Book of

Mormon brought into the world, into the hearts of men and women,
the peaceable thought that children, though unbaptized, do not go
to Hades.

A few years ago these people met in solemn convention, and


