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numbers in this part of the world. All that the world has in the way
of education we may have at the Brigham Young University, plus

the gospel of Jesus Christ, and so I hope that we will keep in mind
how important that is, and when we have this splendid group come
from there to sing to us and we have the opportunity to feel of their

spirit, I am sure we feel benefitted.

There will be a service at 5 o'clock p.m. upon the hill at the

mouth of Emigration Canyon. This is the place where the monument
is being constructed, and at 5 o'clock it is intended to lay the corner-

stone of that great monument. Those of you who have conveyances
I am sure will enjoy being there. The services will be broadcast over
KSL so that if you cannot get up there, you can probably be where
there is a radio and you can enjoy it in that way, and if the sun will

shine and we can look out over the valley as we sometimes do from
that point, I think that during this period we are talking about, the

one hundred years anniversary, you will get a real thrill out of it.

When that monument is finished, it will be one of the finest monu-
ments to be found in the world. You are all invited if you feel that

it is possible for you to be there at 5 o'clock this afternoon.

The Brigham Young University mixed chorus will now sing

"Great and Marvelous Are Thy Works. " The closing prayer will

be offered by President Stephen E. Busath of the Sacramento Stake,

after which we will be adjourned until 7 o'clock this evening.

Singing by the Brigham Young University Mixed Chorus:
"Great and Marvelous Are Thy Works," by Gaul.

Elder Stephen E. Busath, President of the Sacramento Stake,

offered the benediction.

CHURCH OF THE AIR

The Church o[ the Air program was presented Sunday morning,
April 6, at 8:00, over Radio Station KSL and the Columbia Broad-
casting System.

The Tabernacle Choir, under the direction of J. Spencer Corn-
wall, furnished the music for the service. Alexander Schreiner was
at the organ. Richard L. Evans was the announcer.

The Choir sang as an opening number, an Easter anthem,

"Alleluia,"—Jones,

The hymn, "Jesus, Lover of My Soul"—Wesley—Holbrook

—

Cornwall—was sung by the mens' voices of the Tabernacle Choir.

ELDER ALBERT E. BOWEN
O/ the Council of the Twelve Apostles

CHURCH OF THE AIR Sermon

Friends of the Church of the Air:

The account of the transcendent event which signalizes this
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day and entitles it to rank among the first of all memorial days is

brief and simple.

The Record of the Resurrection

Jesus of Nazareth, who had proclaimed himself the Son of

God, had been crucified and his sorely tortured body entombed in

a borrowed sepulchre. At the dawning of the third day, "at the

end of the Sabbath," certain devoted women returned there to per-

form some unfinished offices for the dead. They found the tomb
empty, and his burial clothes folded together. Their agitation was
quieted by a heavenly messenger who, announcing that he knew
they had come seeking Jesus, gently reproved them asking:

. . . Why seek ye the hving among the dead?
He is not here, birt is risen: remember how he spake unto you when

he was yet in Galilee,

Saying, The son of man must be delivered into the hands of sin-

ful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.

And they remembered his words. (Luke 24:5-8.)

The record adds little to that epoch-making story except that

the risen Lord identified himself to Mary, one of the women; then,

on various occasions, to his intimate disciples, and finally to a con-
siderable body of people as he took his earthly leave of them.

According to accepted reckoning, all this happened more than
nineteen hundred years ago, but that simple account, widely spread,

and accredited by millions, has persisted without interruption down
through all the intervening centuries. Today, betokening the depth of

its penetration into the pattern of their lives and the farflung^ extent

of its dominion, people, over that whole broad section of this earth

comprising what is called the Christian world, will flock in multitudes

to their churches, or have already done so, to pay homage to him w^ho

crowned his earthly ministry of mercy and redemption by triumph
over death, giving assurance of the indestructibility of life and its

perpetuation beyond the grave for all the race of men. That is the

meaning and the message of the empty tomb.

Achievements of Jesus Throughout His Life

But the story comprehends more than a mere recital of the in-

cident of the resurrection. That, standing alone, likely could not
have prevailed over the opposition raised against it. It had to be
coupled with the life and works and teachings of him whose body
came forth out of the stone-covered, guard-protected sepulchre.

Neither would the life alone nor the teachings alone have sufficed.

They had to be crowned with the sanction of immortality which came
from victory over the grave. All these—the life, the teachings, the

death, and resurrection—are inseparably bound up together, into one
whole and may not be considered as severable parts.
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The integrity of the unified account is enormously fortified by
subsequent happenings, for it has profoundly changed the course

of the world's history and has been the determining influence that

has for long made western man dominant among the peoples of this

earth.

Clearly this phenomenal consequence was not attributable to

the worldly rank or earthly possession of Jesus. He had neither. I

do not, however, wish to dwell upon the humble circumstances of

his birth nor the lowly station of his life. All this has been im-

memorially the subject of eloquent discourse.

I do, though, want to emphasize that the life of Jesus was not
lived nor his doctrine propounded among a benighted or naively
credulous people. He lived and wrought among, and, following his

death, his disciples carried his message to peoples boasting a two-
thousand-year-old civilization. The banner of Rome spread out

over all the lands whose shores are washed by the waters of the

Mediterranean. There were converged the learning of the ancients;

the record of the laws and theistic beliefs of Israel with its noble
literature and the majestic messages of the Hebrew prophets; the

art, literature, poetry, and music of Greece; the fruits of the organ-
izational and governmental genius of Rome. There, in the heart of

the world's culture, Christianity was born. That is where, among
the peoples who had created that culture, the Church found its early

adherents and sent down its firm-bedded roots. There it won its

place and got itself accepted as the worship of the majority of the

people of the erstwhile persecuting empire and spread itself over all the

nations of the western world, stamping them with the very name of

Christj From thenceforth it has influenced and shaped the course

of nations, supplying them, to this day, their noblest ideals, their best

standards for evaluation of behavior according to which conduct
is extolled as being right or condemned as being wrong, introducing
the concept of human brotherhood and of the individual worth
and dignity of man. History furnishes no parallel to the power and
influence of Jesus the Christ. In all the achievements of the nineteen

centuries since his death, nothing has been produced to challenge

this preeminence. In this marvelous day when study of physical

forces has seemed to bring knowledge about them almost to its very
pinnacle, there is in all our learning, physical or metaphysical, mysti-

cal or philosophical, nothing to grip the hearts of men as they have
been gripped by the compelling power of the Man of Galilee. "Whence
hath this man his power?"

Spirituality Emphasized in the Teachings of Jesus

In all his teachings Jesus emphasized the supremacy of the

spirit. The message he committed to his disciples was a spiritual

message, whose power was inherent in itself and not derived from
any materialistic source or dependent on the caprice of human favor.
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That is the secret of its conquest. He came teaching not a mere code
of ethics, but a rehgion.

That is what he commissioned his disciples to spread every-
where. His charge to them was,

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded
you. . . . (Matthew 28:19, 20.)

The reality and directive authority of God, he made the central

theme of all his teaching, declaring that he had come from the Father
to whom he would return and whose will alone he had come to do.

He prayed fervently to the Father and taught his disciples to do so.

It was to those who beheve in the Father that he promised eternal

life. The last words he uttered as he died upon the cross w^ere:

"Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit." (Luke 23:46.) Im-
plicit in all this is the doctrine that he lived premortally with God and
is his Son. He distinguished man, too, as an eternal being, a child

of God, thus bringing him into direct relationship with the Father
and the Son. Nothing else so dignifies man or stabihzes him in his

behavior once his soul is pierced with that conviction.

That concept, basic in the Christian religion, shaped the thought
processes of men and expressed itself not only in their forms of

worship but also in the secular affairs of their lives and in the very
frameworks of civil governments themselves. It is at the foundation
of the whole civilization and culture of the Christian nations of the

world.

Present Disordered Condition of the World

How stands that civilization, if we pause to assess it, this Easter
day?

It is sick, terrifyingly sick, the whole world is, and everybody
knows it. Hate, suspicion, envy, covetousness, and lust for power,
stalk the earth, keeping the whole globe in turmoil. Gripped by fear,

the nations are congealed with terror. Christian civilization has suf-

fered a tragic moral collapse. No thoughtful person disputes that.

But it is very doubtful if we have correctly diagnosed the malady.
Rather does it seem that we are toying with symptoms while the

root causes of the disease are left to flourish and propagate, adminis-
tering palliatives instead of cures.

Commonly we attribute our ills to the war. That is an explana-
tion so ready at hand. War is ugly anyway,and the source of so

much evil that it is easy to lump onto it the sole responsibility for all

our afflictions. But it is clear that the war is not the root cause of

our disorders. It is only a symptom, evidence of a basic ailment
which produced it. If the war had been the cause, then the cause
would have been removed when the fighting stopped, and we should
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have had only to convalesce from the sickness. That is not what
happened. We seem further from peace now than when the battle

was raging. The pressure of the conflict had some cohesive, unifying
power which is now wanting. Many small nations seem merely to

have changed masters, and their lot is not improved. They seem to

have lost all immediate prospect for controlling their own destinies.

War is rightly recognized as an evil scourge, and there is a feverish

desire to prevent its recurrence. But war arises out of antecedent
causes, and the only way to prevent it is to remove those causes.

Destructive Influences at Work

The truth of the matter is that our problem is a spiritual prob-
lem, and unless that is solved, our civilization is lost. The cure does
not lie, as so many fondly believe, entirely in technical and eco-
nomic reconstruction. I have already said that the civilization of

Christendom is founded on belief of God. You will destroy that

civilization if you let its basis perish. To live, it needs constant
nourishment at the source. The Nazi youth were cut completely off

the Christian practices which had been the basis of man's living for

centuries. They were trained to deny Christ's teachings; so were
the Fascist youth. You know the result, and it was not good. Un-
fortunately the undermining of Christian faith has not been con-
fined to Nazidom, or to Fascist controlled lands or to Bolshevik re-

volutionaries. True, the same methods have not been used in most
parts of Christendom, but destructive influences have nonetheless
been long, at work all over the Christian world.

Jesus is reduced from Godhood to the status of a mere moralist,

and his teachings from a religion to a code of worthy ideals without
binding force. The man-centered humanistic creed by which it is

sought to supplant the God-centered Christian religion is thus stated

by one high in the realm of educational thought.

The cosmos as a whole, out of which human hfe emerges, gives no
evidence of being, or wishing to be, intelligent. The human spirit is

alone in an otherwise nonhuman, nonspiritual vmiverse. Whatever it

has, or may ever have of sensitiveness, of wisdom, of generosity, of free-

dom, of justice, it has made, and will make, for itself (Alexander Meikle-
john, Education Between Two Worlds.)

Over against this humanistic atheism I set the confession of a

doctor of philosophy, teacher in one of our large universities, who
was sent to Germany to record the emotions and reactions of the

defendants at the Nuremberg trials. As he went through his exper-
iences there, and after having witnessed the desolation of that rav-
aged land, he is reported to have said:

I was one of those smart boys who at my university used to ridicule

the idea of God and who helped my students mock him. But now as I

stand in this place of utter ruin and see the judgment of God which has
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come upon this city, and this people, and which is crushing these defend-

ants, the leaders of Germany, I am going back to America and cry with
the loudest voice I can muster; "It is time that we turn back to God, lest

a worse fate befall us."

The Weakened Condition of Christendom

It cannot be forgotten that the scourging war, which has just

devastated the earth, broke out right in the heart of so-called Christ-

endom. Christian nation destroying Christian nation. The degrada-
tion left in its wake, the tragic collapse of morals, the earth-searing

desolation spread everywhere, and the tottering of the whole social

order among peoples who have forgotten God, should teach us

lessons in humility and make us know that puny man, of himself,

standing in the midst of this universal wreckage, "is no more capable
of saving the world than he was of creating it in the first place."

It is high sounding to deny divinity and to say that man must
make for himself whatever he has or may ever have. Men may
profess to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher and his doctrines

as comprising the best code of ethics the world has known. But his

ethical and moral teachings derive their influence over the lives of

men out of the majesty of divine authority with which Christ's gospel

invested them. There they have their roots. They cannot support
a civilization if severed from their nourishing roots any more than
the bloom of a flower can be kept after cut from its parent stem.

We have been trying to maintain faith in a Christian ethic without
faith in the religion that produced it. That cannot be done! True, a
civihzation and its culture may go on after a fashion after it has
lost faith in the power from which it rose, carried on its acquired
momentum. But unless it is nourished at the roots, it will ultimately

exhaust the surplus on which it draws. You can no more go on
drawing indefinitely on moral reserves without replenishment, than
you can go on drawing from a bank without keeping the account
current by new deposits. For too long now, the civilization of Christ-

endom has been living on the remiiants of a discarded faith. Its

weakened condition is apparent in the lack of moral direction which
characterizes these times. It is the teaching of history that moral de-
cay follows upon the withering of belief of God.

A committee comprising the most prominent clergy of England,
after prolonged study, reported:

... a sharp decline in truthfulness, personal honesty, an alarming
spread of sexual laxity, and of the gambling fever. Magistrates have
expressed their anxiety at the rise of juvenile crime. Schoolteachers
complain at the difficulty of impressing upon their young charges the

abomination of lying and stealing which they copy from their elders

at home.

The sorriest part about it all, is that the most debasing vices are
practised without shame or remorse. But these things, too, are but
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symptoms of a blighting distemper bedded down deep in the souls

of men. The committee found:

Depravity is the sure symptom of spiritual disease. The idea of

man as a responsible person is in danger of disappearing with the loss

of belief in a Living God.

You have only to read our own press to know that conditions

in our country closely parallel those deplored by the English clergy.

If you do not think so, read the column in the Los Angeles Times
giving the list of crimes for a day in that city.

Faith of the Early Disciples of Jesus

It should be remembered that it was the religion Jesus brought
—the gospel—that won over Rome against such overwhelming odds.

The men whom he picked and left behind to represent him, and
whom he commissioned to spread his gospel all over the world were
lowly men, without political power or armed might. The only re-

source they had was the message the Master had left them and
bidden them proclaim. They had to fight every step of their way
forward against the unleashed fury of the mightiest empire on earth.

They believed to the depth of their souls in the truth of what they
declared. Their strength was their unyielding faith in the Living
God and in the redemptive mission of Jesus the Christ.

Our observances of this Easter day, though we may have
thronged to our churches, will be futile unless we come from them
refreshed in that faith and strengthened in the will to restore it as

the jjower that can save the world.

The Choir sang, "Surely He Hath Borne Our Griefs"—Handel.
Hymn by the Choir, "Jesus Once of Humble Birth."

THIRD DAY
MORNING MEETING

Sunday, April 6, 1 947. Preliminary to the commencement of the
Sunday morning session of the Conference, which convened at 10:00
a.m., the regular Sunday morning nation-wide Tabernacle Choir and
Organ Broadcast was presented from 9:30 to 10:00 a.m. The large

Tabernacle was crowded to capacity long before the hour arrived for

the presentation of the broadcast, people from all parts of the Church'
having assembled to listen to this radio program and the Conference
meeting which was to follow. The Assembly Hall on the Temple
Square was also filled with people, and hundreds of others assembled
on the Tabernacle grounds, where they listened to the services as

they were broadcast from the Tabernacle for the benefit of those who
could not find accomodation in the Tabernacle.


