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the one to save, and the other to destroy. In the language of the
scripture: Choose ye this day whom ye will serve. Lest we be
taken off guard, and be found unwittingly serving the wrong
master, let us be reminded that

... all things which are good cometh of God; and that which is

evil cometh of the devil; . , . (Moroni 7:12.)

Testimony

I bear unto you, my brethren, sisters, and friends, a faithful

and sincere testimony that I do know that this, the work in which
we as Latter-day Saints are engaged, is the work of God, the
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, which had its inception in the
councils of heaven before the world was. In it is the power of
God unto salvation and eternal life.

We invite all men to come unto God and be saved with him
in his kingdom, by obedience unto the laws and ordinances of the

gospel, made effective for man's salvation through the atonement
wrought out by our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. May his bless-

ings attend you all, I pray in Jesus' name. Amen.

ELDER BRUCE R. McCONKIE

Of the First Council of the Seventy

This Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is literally the

kingdom of God on earth. I believe that every man who has pre-
sided over it as a prophet-president has been the Lord's anointed
and has held the keys of the kingdom, and that these keys are the

keys of salvation for all people. And I believe that the Lord has
decreed for this dispensation that the gospel is here to remain until

Christ comes, and of course from then forever after. This is a day
when the kingdom will never be given to another people, but when
it will remain with the Saints; and everyone who will come to

Christ and live his laws will receive peace and joy and comfort in

this life and a certain hope of eternal life in the world to come.

Vision Given to Joseph Smith

When Joseph Smith went into the Sacred Grove to pray in

the spring of 1820, having been exercised by religious anxiety and
turmoil, it was to ask which of all the churches was right and which
one he should join. There then appeared to him two glorified,

exalted, resurrected beings—God the Eternal Father and Jesus

Christ his Son—who, in answer to Joseph's question, told him that

he should join none of them, for they were all wrong; that all their

creeds were an abomination in his sight; that those professors were
all corrupt; that:
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. . . they draw near unto me with their lips, but their hearts are far
from me; they teach for doctrines the commandments of men, having a
form of godliness, but they deny the power thereof. ( Pearl of Great Price
Writings of Joseph Smith, 2:19.)

Kingdom Organized

Thereafter, pursuant to commandment and revelation the Proph-
et and others organized this kingdom, and after it was organized,
the Lord by revelation, referred to it as the only true and living
Church upon the face of the whole earth, with which he said he
was well pleased, speaking unto the Church collectively and not
individually.

I think that the ancient prophets and the latter-day prophets
have had revealed to them, by the revelations of the Holy Ghost
that this kingdom is to remain. Enoch saw this day and said that
a people would be prepared for the coming of the Lord, and that a
latter-day Zion would be built up to be joined with the Zion that
he had established. Daniel saw this day. He revealed and in-
terpreted the dream that Nebuchadnezzar had received, told him
that he had seen a stone cut out of the mountain without hands, and
that in the days of certain kings would the God of heaven set up akingdom which would never be destroyed and which would never
be given to another people, but which should stand forever

In this day the Lord harked back to that figure which Danielhad used and said to Joseph Smith:
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One other sentence from President Taylor:

There is one thing very certain, very certain indeed, and that is,

whatever men may think, and however they may plot and contrive,

that this kingdom will never be given into the hands of another people.

It will grow and spread and increase, and no man living can stop its

progress. {Ibid., p. 214.)

It seems to me that if this is the kingdom of God on earth, and

if it is destined to stay here and not be given to another people, then

we are entitled to conclude that as a people, as a Church, we will

never be led astray; and, that as individuals, we will never go out

of the course of righteousness that the Lord expects us to be in as

long as we hearken to the counsel of the Presidency and the Twelve

who head the kingdom.

Keys of the Kingdom

Wilford Woodruff said this:

When the Lord gave the keys of the kingdom of God, the keys of

the Melchizedek Priesthood, of the apostlesh:p, and sealed them upon the

head of Joseph Smith, he sealed them upon his head to stay here upon the

earth until the coming of the Son of Man. Well miqht Brigham Young

say, "The keys of the kingdom of God are here." They were with him

to the day of his death. They then rested upon the head of another man

—President John Taylor. He held those keys to the hour of his death.

They then fell by turn, or in the providence of God, upon Wilford

Woodruff.
I say to the Latter-day Saints, the keys of the kingdom of God are

here, and they are going to stay here, too, until the coming of the Son of

Man. Let all Israel understand that. They may not rest upon my head

but a short time, but they will then rest on the head of another apostle,

and another after him, and so continue until the coming of the Lord Jesus

Christ in the clouds of heaven to "reward every man according to the

deeds done in the body." ....
I say to all Israel at this day, I say to the whole world, that the

God of Israel, who organized this Church and kingdom, never ordained

any President or Presidency to lead it astray. Hear it, ye Israel, no man

who has ever breathed the breath of life can hold these keys of the

kingdom of God and lead the people astray. (The Discourses of Wilford

Woodruff, pp. 73, 74.)

Church Led by Revelation

To my way of thinking there has never been a day from the

time that Joseph Smith organized this Church up to the present

moment when it has not been led by revelation, led by inspiration

when the living oracles have not given the people the counsel and

the instruction and the commandments that the Lord wanted the

people to have. He told his early elders that whatever they spoke

when moved upon by the Holy Ghost was scripture, that it was

the mind of the Lord the will of the Lord, the word of the Lord, the

voice of the Lord, and the power of God unto salvation There will

never be a time when the canon of scripture will be full. Just as

long as there are elders in this kingdom to bear inspired witness ot
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Christ, there will be more scripture. There has been more scripture

given from this pulpit during the course of this conference, and it

is as much the mind and will of the Lord as any recorded in the

standard works. When the Church establishes, as it did a little

over eleven years ago, a welfare plan, a plan announced by the First

Presidency of the Church, then, knowing what we know, we are

entitled to accept it as a revelation, to receive it as the mind and will

of the Lord to the Latter-day Saints.

Harmony with the Scriptures

There is nothing about the Church, there is no doctrine, no
procedure or no ordinance, no law or principle, that is not in com-
plete harmony with the scriptures and with reason. We can estab-

lish that everything we have is reasonable and scriptural and that we
are in whole accord with the identical Church of Christ that was
set up two thousand years ago. But after we have done that, and
after we have put our houses in order and have harmonized our lives

with the doctrines that have been revealed, then we are entitled to

know that this is the Lord's kingdom and to know it as a matter
of faith and testimony, as a matter of feeling and revelation. Once
we get that in our hearts we enter into the rest of the Lord and are
not driven about by every wind of doctrine or by the cunning crafti-

ness of men. Because our testimonies are secure, we rest from all

anxiety and turmoil of spirit, and if we continue in diligence and
valiance in the kingdom, we will eventually rest with our Father in

heaven in the eternal worlds, "which rest is the fulness of his glory."

(D. &C. 84:24.)

I think there is no occasion for any person in this Church to

fear for the destiny of the kingdom. We do not need to steady
the ark, but we do need to have in our hearts a fear that we may not
make ourselves worthy, that we may not hew to the line of righteous-

ness and keep the commandments of God with that degree of valiance
which will give us our exaltation in the eternal worlds.

I would like to bear you my witness, as one elder in this king-
dom, that I know this is the work of the Lord; that God has spoken
in this day; that Joseph Smith was the prophet and instrument in his

hands of giving us the laws and ordinances of salvation; and that
just as surely as we will live in harmony with them, we will have
glory and honor added upon our heads forever, and our calling and
elections will be sure. In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER HAROLD B. LEE

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

Some weeks ago I had an interview with a young man who is

just making a remarkable recovery from very serious wounds that

he received on the European battlefield. In an explosion of a land
mine this young man had suffered a severe spinal injury that had


