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bers of the Tabernacle Choir, Elder J.
Spencer Cornwall conducting,

and Elder Alexander Schreiner at the organ.

We will begin the afternoon services by the choir singing Mow
Beautiful Upon the Mountains"— (Harker).

The opening prayer will be offered by President J.
bpnraim

Wahlquist of the Cottonwood Stake, Murray, Utah.

Singing by the Choir: "How Beautiful Upon the Mountains"—

(Harker). ,

The invocation was offered by President Ephraim Wahlquist oi

the Cottonwood Stake.

President George Albert Smith:

I can see about a hundred seats that are vacant in the body of

the house and in the gallery, that is, they will be vacant if you will

move over just a little closer and let a hundred of the people who are

standing sit down. We suggest that the ushers assist in this matter.

Elder Jorgen Hyllsted will now sing "Now Heaven in Fullest

Glory Shown"— (Haydn), after which Elder Matthew Cowley,

of the Quorum of the Twelve, will speak to us.

Elder Jorgen Hyllsted sang a solo: "Now Heaven in Fullest

Glory Shown"— (Haydn )

.

President George Albert Smith:

Our first speaker this afternoon will be Elder Matthew Cowley

of the Quorum of the Twelve. Elder Cowley has recently returned

from visiting the missions of the South Seas.

ELDER MATTHEW COWLEY
Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

My brothers and sisters, with all my heart I believe in the gospel

of Jesus Christ as the power of God unto salvation, both spiritually

and temporally. The testimonies I have heard in this conference

have carried conviction into my heart that this gospel is true.

Church Brings Salvation

I know that had we lived in the days of the Master and had
we observed him at work, we would have seen him placing in his

organization apostles, prophets, teachers, evangelists, high priests,

seventies, elders, priests, teachers and deacons. I know that had
we heard his disciples bear their message we would have heard
them all say that this organization set up by the Son of God is the

organization through which the children of God would receive sal-

vation. Had we lived a little longer, had our lives been extended
for two or three centuries, we would have observed that this organi-
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zation set up by the Master had practically disappeared as it had
been set up, and yet we would have known, had we studied the
words, that there would come a day and a dispensation when there
would be a restoration of all things spoken by the mouths of the
prophets, when the fulness of the gospel would be brought by one
coming through the midst of heaven to the children of God upon
the earth.

Now that we live in a dispensation known as the dispensation
of the fulness of times, we are blessed and privileged to see an or-
ganization with apostles, prophets, teachers, evangelists, quorums
of the priesthood, the same agency, the same organization in all of
its departments as was set up by Christ our Lord, as his organization,
and we are blessed in knowing that it bears his name, the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Gratitude for Faith of Teachers

I have been thrilled by the testimonies which have been borne
here. I thank God, my brothers and sisters, for the testimonies of

men like Brother Oscar Kirkham and Brother Levi Edgar Young.
These men were my teachers when I was struggling for an education
in high school and in the university. I thank God that they touched
my life with their testimony of the gospel more than they did with the

instructions they had to give me as teachers of an educational institu-

tion. And as I look into the faces of the great educators who sit

before me, who have in their charge thousands of our young people

at this time. I am glad to know that they are men who know that in

any field of science there has not been discovered, and they know
that there will never be discovered, anything that will replace religion

as the savior of the human family.

It is regrettable that we have in our institutions of learning, my
brothers and sisters, some who would try to destroy the simple faith

of our children which they have acquired at the knees of their par-

ents and in the auxiliary organizations of the Church. You know
and I know that there is no power under heaven in this day which

will bring peace to the human heart and peace to the nations of the

earth outside and beyond this simple faith in God our Father and in

the efficacy of the gospel of Jesus Christ to regenerate the children

of God here upon the earth.

You men who are at the head of these great institutions, some

of which do not permit the teaching of religion although they do

permit the teaching of everything and anything that will destroy

faith in God, you have a great responsibility. It is your responsibility

to touch the lives of your many students outside of the classroom as

my life has been touched by men such as these I have mentioned.

Blessings of Temple Work

As President Smith has said, I have recently returned from a

visit to the islands of the sea. It does me good to get down there
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among those great people, simple people with a simple faith in God.

And I am reminded as I stand here that beyond this building there

stands a temple of God and that down in those islands of the sea,

many of them thousands of miles away from these great temples,

there are hundreds and thousands of people who are trying to come

over to these temples and receive their blessings. You know the

promise that the Master made as he hanged upon the cross, one of

the most beautiful and considerate of all his promises, a promise made
to a sinner when he said to him: "Today thou shalt be with me in

paradise.''

We know where that promise is today. Brothers and sisters,

our people in the islands of the sea, our people in the missions of

Europe, know where that promise is. "Today thou shalt be with

me in paradise." And how they long to come to participate in the

blessings of that promise, how they long to come to the Hawaiian
Temple and go in there, as it were, into paradise, to reach back into

their ancestry and say, "Today thou shalt be with me; today I will

bring you into a knowledge and an appreciation of the power of the

gospel of Jesus Christ."

I have vividly in my recollection the last party of Maoris to

come from New Zealand to the Hawaiian Temple, back in 1938. I

see them now as they gathered together. President Smith was there,

I think, at that time. As they gathered together in Auckland ready
to embark, they had their tickets, return tickets. They had no money
in their pockets. They carried with them their boxes of food, and
they carried their blankets so that they could be fed and warm when
they arrived at the temple. Everything they owned was consecrated

to the reception of that great blessing, and they went with joy in

their hearts. They traveled steerage on the ship, but they were happy,
and they returned with a testimony in their hearts that Christ meant
what he said when he said to the thief: "Today thou shalt be with
me in paradise."

Salvation for the Dead

Where is that promise, brothers and sisters, outside of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints? As I go about the
islands of the sea, I learn that Christianity has only been among
those natives a little more than a hundred years. Where is the
salvation for the ancestors of those people, the children of Israel,

Nephites, who lived prior to one hundred years ago in that vast ex-
panse of ocean on those islands? Where, outside of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, is there salvation for the Poly-
nesians of the Pacific who lived prior to the year 1840 in those islands?

Someone has said a bridge has no use unless it reaches both
banks. We have the bridge, brothers and sisters, extending from
one bank over to the other. You who work in the temples of God
cross over that bridge from day to day, and you know that there
is no other organization on this earth which has a bridge extend-
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ing from one bank over to the other so that they can walk across
and reach back beyond the year 1840 or 1740, or whatever the
year may be, and bring across that bridge those great and noble
souls who are our ancestors, the children of God.

God grant that we may have in our hearts the spirit of reaching
back into the years and bringing out our people from that place
where they are now confined. God grant that we may go into
Potter's Field and bring out those broken pieces of clay and join them
together into beautiful lives, that they may join with us in the great
plan of salvation and exaltation in the kingdom of God. We can-
not be saved without our dead, and our dead cannot be saved without
us.

Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are
in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have
done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil,

unto the resurrection of damnation. ... I am the way, the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. {John 5: 28-29; 14:6.)

Gathering of Genealogies

That is God's will that all his children who have lived in every
day and age and dispensation of time shall come to the Father by
his Son; therefore, let us cross the bridge and take the gospel of the

Son to our ancestors. Let us study our genealogy. Let us get the

names together. Let us not neglect this great and important work,
and I know it is important because when I see our people in the

islands of the sea writing their names down, gathering their genealogy
and trying to get those names over to the temple, trying to get there

themselves, I know that within their hearts they know that they are

the children of God; they know that their ancestors were the children

of God; and no Polynesian islander would want to be saved without

his great and noble ancestors.

God grant that we may turn some attention, brothers and sisters,

to the work for those who live on, on the other side of the bridge.

Let us cross the bridge over to them.

Testimony Concerning Brethren

I know as I stand here that God lives, that he has not forgotten

his children upon the earth. I only wish that you people could have

your lives touched as intimately as I have had my life touched during

these brief two years I have been associated in the councils of these

great and good men. Do not anyone ever say that any man who
belongs to the councils of this Church has ever come into the councils

because he needs or he wants monetary remuneration or because he

wants wealth. If there is any man who is opposed to the welfare

plan and program of this Church, I would like to have an argument

with him if he thinks the brethren who sit here on this stand are not

living on the welfare program, are not giving up much of this world s

goods, its luxuries and its wealth by accepting the call.
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Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. (Matt. 4:19.)

God bless us all with the spirit of the gospel of Jesus Christ. God
bless you men who are educators, you men who sit before me who
stand at the heads of political organizations and occupy high gov-

ernment offices, that you may ever realize that there is no salvation

outside of the plan of true religion, that there is nothing in political

science or in physical science, or in any other science, that will re-

place the simple gospel of Jesus Christ as the power of God for the

salvation of his children.

God bless us all, I pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER THORPE B. ISAACSON

Second Counselor in the Presiding Bishopric

My dear brothers and sisters, and I do regard you as my
brothers and sisters, I feel very humble and very frightened in

looking into the faces of this great congregation in this, the taber-

nacle of the Lord. I have sincerely prayed that the Lord would
bless me while I occupy this position that I may say some words
of meaning, of encouragement, that I may be directed by the Holy
Spirit in whatever I say. I sincerely trust that the Lord will bless

you that you may meditate during the conference, that you may
worship and that you may feel his holy influence.

We come here to worship and to bear testimony and to par-
take of the Spirit of the Lord, so that we can discharge our duties
more faithfully and so that we can live according to his plan. The
choir today has touched our souls with beautiful music, and I am
sure we are grateful to this organization.

Tabernacle Choir

A year ago I had occasion to go to Mexico City with a busi-
nessman of the East. We discussed religion pro and con, and
then I asked him what faith he belonged to, and he answered me
humbly that he belonged to the religion of the Salt Lake Tabernacle
Choir. That was his religion. Well, I am sure they touch the hearts
of men each week, and I am sure they mellow their souls. As you
probably know, they leave this coming week for San Bernardino to
participate in a centennial pageant there. They will broadcast next
Sunday to the world from San Bernardino.

One cannot teach the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ with-
out the Spirit of the Lord. I am convinced of that. One cannot
be taught the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ without the Spirit
of the Lord. I am convinced of that. One cannot teach, nor one
cannot be taught, without that sweet Spirit.

I am grateful for my membership in the Lord's Church. I have
learned to love men as I did not think I ever knew how to love men.


