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Glorious Age for Youth

And so, I repeat, my brethren and sisters, with all of the great

opportunities we have before us, the opportunities that our boys
and girls have, it is a glorious age in which to live, one that brings
happiness, if we keep the commandments, one that thrills us be-
cause of the great opportunities, and yet, with it all we must also

keep pace spiritually and not forget some of these fundamental con-
cepts that are always true and will never change. So I repeat

again, we need to go back to some of the old customs of fathers

and mothers sitting down with their children and talking through
some of the problems that confront our youth. Our boys and
girls need our help. I am not one that would say to a boy or a girl,

"You're not worthy to go to the temple," but I would say, "You're
not quite prepared. Let us sit down together and see if we cannot
help you to become prepared." It may take six months or it may
take a year, but the fact that our boys and girls may not be pre-

pared does not relieve us of the responsibility of doing the thing

we should do of helping our youth to become prepared for the prob-
lems of life and for the great spiritual opportunities that are theirs

in this great Church to which we belong.
May God help us that we may have wisdom in the direction

of our youth, in helping them in their problems and above all of

having a sympathetic understanding of them and what they have
to face, and may he sanctify to our spiritual grow^th the great

opportunities with which we are surrounded, these glorious physi-

cal opportunities, I humbly pray, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER ANTOINE R. IVINS

Of the First Council of the Seventy

The pleasant thing about standing before you, brethren and
sisters, is to have the opportunity to look at you and recognize

among you many of our friends. If you love me as dearly as I

love you, then I am happy. I would like to serve you since the

Lord has said that inasmuch as we serve the least of his children,

we serve him. That is our purpose, and that has always been my
purpose, to serve God to the best of my ability. I am sure that he
lives, and I am grateful for all that he has done in my behalf.

The Atonement of Christ

Last Sunday we celebrated Easter, the day on which we rec-

ognize the resurrection of Christ, our Lord. It is a wonderul
thing to contemplate what he did for us. I am not so happy to

think of what might have been our lot if it had not been for him.

But w^hen we realize the wonderful gift which he gave us through
his atonement, it should give us great joy and happiness and a new
determination to serve him, to serve him to the very best of our
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ability. He gave us an opportunity to go back . into the presence

of our Father in heaven, from whom we came. He promised, too,

that if we would repent of the things which we do which are not

right, and repent honestly and sincerely and come through the

waters of baptism into the body of the Church, and there serve him
well and faithfully to the end, that he would forgive us of those

transgressions, that w^hen we should appear before him he would
hold us guiltless before the Father, that he would carry the burdens
of our sins. He tells us, in the Book of Mormon, that that is his

gospel and that he came into this world to give his life for the world;
that whosoever should repent and endure in righteousness to the

end, would be saved, the sins of those people being blotted out

from the Book of Remembrance; the dearest consolation of all, per-

haps, that I find in reading the scriptures.

He did for us, as has already been said, the thing which no
one else could have done, having power over life and death : he gave
his life for us. God so loved the world that he gave his Only Be-
gotten Son for us. The Only Begotten Son so loved the world that he
gave his life for us. We should learn to appreciate it and to honor
him and to help in the realization of his worthy purposes.

"My Peace I Give Unto You"

It was said, on one occasion, that he was not bringing peace
to the world, but the sword. And then, again, he said, "... my peace I

give unto you" (John 14:27,) not the peace of the world, but his

peace, the peace that passeth understanding, the peace that one
can feel in one's heart in the midst of trial and turmoil and per-

secution. And if we could get that peace, especially in this time

of uncertainty, what a wonderful thing it would be for us. The
peace that passeth understanding—how are we going to go about
getting it?

He told us on one occasion, too, that the first commandment
was to love God with all our hearts and with all our might and with
all our strength, and that there is another commandment like it,

which is to love our neighbor as we love ourselves. If we will do
that, we will serve our neighbors as we would hope that those neigh-

bors would help and serve us. If we could bring ourselves to that

wholehearted service of men, I am sure that we would be on the
highway of the realization of that supreme peace. In this day when
everybody is struggling with everybody to get gain, it is hard to

find time to serve one another wholeheartedly. But, before we ever

realize that peace, we will have this to do; we must eradicate from
our hearts, from our feelings, and from our program, all selfishness.

If we could do that now, we would be happier. If we could im-
press our neighbors with the fact that they should do it now, they
would be happier. If we could impress the governments of the

nations of the earth with the fact that they should be unselfish, there

would be peace, not only a peace that the world could enjoy, but
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an opportunity for man, himself, to realize in his heart that wonder-
ful peace.

Conscience Free of Offense

Today at the dinner table I asked my guests, "What is it that

you worry over most, the offenses of other people made toward
you, or the things you do to other people which are offensive?"

I have come to believe that you will never have that peace so long

as you are constantly doing things to other people that you know
you should not do. If we ever get to a state where our minds are
free of offense toward other people, then I believe that peace will

begin to creep into our hearts and that we will love them and love

them so that we can bring them to our embrace and serve them.
Until that time comes, perhaps, we will never know that peace. I

believe that it is possible, in the midst of the turmoil of today, to

get that peace, the peace of God. I believe that during the con-
flict that we recently terminated—and which some people fear is

imminent again—there were many of our boys who went through
the struggles of warfare with that peace in their hearts, a conscience

free of offense to other people and knowing that if they could give

their lives for us they were not fearful tO' meet their God and give

account ol their services. It might be possible for us to enjoy that

same spirit in our business relationships with each other if no man
should ever take advantage of another. It ought to be possible

for us to enjoy that same feeling of peace in our social relationships

with each other, that no man should ever say offensive things

about another to hurt his feelings.

Peace Comes from Righteous Living

If you will permit a personal reference, I believe that I feel

worse over the thoughtless things I do and say to other people than
I do over the things they say and do to me, and I w^ould like to

enjoy the Spirit of God to such an extent that I never would say
or do a thing that would be detrimental to another. Then, perhaps,

I might enjoy that wonderful peace of Christ. He said in effect,

"I leave it with you," and that implies that it is possible of attain-

ment, but we must admit that the struggle of attainment is great,

that none of us is perfect, that failure seems to be the lot of most of us

in most things that we attempt to do to approach perfection. But we
must strive for it, nevertheless. It was held out as a goal to us,

and the nearer we approach perfection in that respect the greater

will be our joy and our happiness.

I have been thinking of that lately a good deal, how can we
approach the peace that Christ would leave with us? And I have
come to the conclusion that if and when we enjoy it, it will be be-
cause we repent of our sins and purify our lives. There is no prog-
ress without repentance. We cannot enjoy the Spirit of God
in sinful living. And inasmuch as I feel that that peace is the
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most desirable thing in the world, then I feel that my duty and
yours is to repent and purify our lives that we may have claim

upon God, our Heavenly Father, for his Spirit. Once we get it,

we will have that peace. And regardless of the uncertainties of

our lives, we will not worry over them, but we will have the peace
that comes from the realization that we are the children of God
and that if our lives are holy in his sight, our exaltation and elec-

tion will be sure, and that eternity is so much more important than
mortality. This life is not a goal, it is just a means of preparation

for eternity, that we may go back, eventually, into the presence
of our Heavenly Father and there enjoy whatever blessings he may
have to bestow upon us. "My peace I leave with you." God
bless you. Amen.

The Tabernacle Choir and the congregation sang the hymn,
"O Say, What is Truth," by Jaques.

BISHOP LEGRAND RICHARDS
Presiding Bishop o/ the Church

My brothers and sisters, I appreciate the privilege of wor-
shiping with you in this conference. It is a marvelous thing to be
associated together in the work that is so dear to the hearts of all

of us.

Testimony of the Spirit

Last Sunday night, as I returned from attending conference in

the northern part of Idaho, I listened to President Clark over the

radio deliver such a beautiful sermon on Easter and conclude by
bearing his testimony of the divinity of the Christ and his resur-

rection, which testimony, he indicated, was given to him by the

Spirit. I wondered if, in the Church as a whole, we realize the

value ol the testimony of the Spirit. It was Moroni who< said that

by the Holy Ghost we might know the truth of all things. In our
Church we are rich with knowledge and testimony through the

Holy Ghost.

Jesus said to his disciples:

... It; is expedient for you that I go away; for if I go not away,
the Comforter will not come unto you. (John 16:7.)

And he said:

... I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another comforter,

that he may abide with you for ever;

Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because
it secth him not, neither knoweth him, but ye know him; for he dwelleth

with you, and shall be in you. (John 14:16-17.)

Then we are told that he shall teach us all things, and by the

Holy Ghost we might know the truth of all things.


