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From that moment to the present time, every man who has been
ordained to the holy apostleship has been given the keys of the king-

dom of God on earth, or in other words the directive right to preside

over this Church and this kingdom. And so, at this time, we have
legal administrators, brethren holding both priesthood and keys. We
have the truths of heaven to teach; we have the power to seal men
up, conditioned on their faithfulness, unto eternal life. Nowhere else

in all the world is this found.

This morning. President Smith expressed a sentiment which he
has expressed over and over again. In this sermon of the Prophet
Joseph Smith from which I have been quoting is the same thought.

The sentiment shows the measure, the great capacity, the love that

prevails in the hearts of the two men. The Prophet said:

I thank God for preserving me from my enemies; I have no enemies
but for the truth's sake. I have no desire but to do all men good. I feel

to pray for all men. We don't ask any people to throw away any good
they have got; we only ask them to come and get more. What if all the
world should embrace this gospel? They would see eye to eye, and the
blessings of God would be poured out upon the people, which is the
desire of my whole soul. (D.H.C., vol. 5, p. 259.)

As as the Prophet prayed, so pray I in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

ELDER S. DILWORTH YOUNG
of the First Council of the Seventy

I think it would be wise for me to report to you a geographical
change which has taken place in the New England Mission, so that

it will be on the record of this conference.

Work in Newfoundland

Last summer the First Presidency assigned to our mission the
Island of Newfoundland, a large island lying off the Gulf of St.

Lawrence in the Atlantic Ocean. Newfoundland is a province of

England and has been on its own, so far as government is concerned,
for a long time. Until now, it has had its ruling power in the hands
of three commissioners. Three weeks ago, the British House of

Lords voted affirmatively, and as soon as the King signs the bill,

Newfoundland will be a province of Canada. Then all of the rules

applying to goods and men entering into the provinces of Canada,
will apply to Newfoundland. This is not all, however, of Newfound-
land. Included in the province is Labrador, the strip of coast on the

northeastern part of the continent. So the boundary of the New
England Mission now starts at the lower part of Connecticut, about
twenty miles out of New York City, and extends nearly a thousand,
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five hundred miles to just opposite Greenland. We can give your
sons now any type of climate they can endure.

The first two elders to open that land, so far as I know in the

history of the Church (and I think it has been checked quite care-

fully here in Salt Lake City) are Elders Erza C. Page of Payson and
John Mayor Scowcroft of Ogden. They went over to the island last

fall and began their work. They do not as yet have converts, and
Elder Scowcroft has since come back to the mainland, but they are
making progress. There are now four elders there. I should hke it

in the record, so that twenty-five years from now if somebody wants
to know who started the work in Newfoundland, those two young
men may have the credit.

Excellent Missionaries

I enjoy very much being associated with the young men and the
young women who are in the New England Mission. I don't have a

great number—about two percent of all the missionaries of the

Church are in our mission, but I think they are a good cross-section

of all the others, and so I feel as though I know the remainder. They
are very much ahke, and they are fine boys and girls. They become
excellent missionaries.

When I was a missionary in the Central States, I remember
President Samuel O. Bennion said that a good many of the boys who
came out at that time could just as well have stayed at home for all

the good he thought they did. A number of boys loafed away their

missions. I think I would be safe in saying that of the 125 mission-

aries in New England today not more than two could be classed as

among those who are not making the most of the effort. I beheve
this generation of young folk is the finest and the cleanest, the most
intelligent, and the best educated group we have had for as long as I

know anything about the missionary service. They have their mo-
ments. A few days ago one of the elders in one of our cities in

Massachusetts walked up to a door with his companion, knocked on
the door, and to a maid who came to the door, he said, "Is the lady
of the house in?" And she answered, "No, she isn't, she's gone to

heaven." He said, "Would you mind giving her this tract when
she comes back?"

Gaining a Testimony

If I might have the Spirit of the Lord with me, I should hke to

talk for a moment about these young missionaries from the view-
point of you, their parents, who sit in this audience. You send them
to us, and the First Presidency gives us instructions concerning them.

In their hands lies the awesome responsibility of preaching and teach-

ing to the people of the world the gospel of Jesus Christ and also, too,

of warning them, for this is a day of warning. But I am sure that yon
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want these young men and women to get something from their ex-
perience besides that. If I detect anything from the letters I received
from parents, it is that they have a very great hope that the boys and
the girls will come home with sure and abiding testimonies of the
truth of the gospel. I have never yet seen parents too poor but what
the money they spent to keep their boys and girls in the field is well
spent and ungrudgingly spent if the child comes home and looks his

folks straight in the eye and tells them that he does have a testimony
and knows that God lives, that Jesus is the Christ, that the happiest
days of his hfe have been when he has been able to tell people about
the gospel.

Those things don't come by chance, my friends. The business of
getting a testimony is a growth which must be taken step by step, and
it comes rapidly or slowly according to how the person who takes
those steps, moves. In the mission field, it is necessary that mission-

aries take them quite rapidly. They must have their testimony early

if they expect to get much done. I don't blame the young folk for

saying before they leave for the field that they aren't quite sure;

because they don't yet know that a testimony is a relative thing and
never can quite be measured; that only as a man feels in his heart

and gives service to his Church does that whispering become more
and more sure until the final assurance, for which we all hope, comes.
They don't know that yet. They come into the field, and we send
them out. I believe I know a little about what our Lord and Savior
must have felt on that great day when he called seventy to him and
told them to go forth, giving them authority to do the things that they
had seen him do. I believe that the man side of his nature made him
worry about them. He was hopeful they would all measure up to

what he told them; and, while I know he had the prophetic view and
could see ahead, I like to think that he worried about it, too. When
they came back and said those immortal words that even the devils

were subject to them because of his name, he must have experienced
a thrill of satisfaction. (See Luke 10:17.) I have had something of

that kind of sensation when, after I send these young people out, they
send me letters and say, "The houses have been opened to us; we
have been fed and we have been clothed, and the way has opened for

us to preach the gospel far beyond our strength and ability." Then
I feel like saying, "Yes, even the devils are subject to you through
His name."

Losing Their Lives

These boys have some rights in this business; and I would like

to say that these are as much a bill of rights for a boy going into the

mission field as is the one in our Constitution for the people. Every
young man in this Church who goes on a mission—and I hope they'll

all want to go—has a right to feel and have the sensations which come
to him, when he first learns what it means to lose his life for the sake
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of the gospel. You remember, the Savior said that those who lay

down their lives or lose their lives for the gospel's sake shall in no
wise lose their reward.

Now, I don't mean these boys are are going to face bloodshed
in losing their lives. I mean it in a sense that a boy who goes into

the mission field will be no missionary until he learns that he himself

is as nothing; that he is the mouthpiece of him who dwells on high,

and unless he finds a way to put himself in tune with the Spirit of

the Holy Ghost which is within him, he will fail just as surely as he
walks. But he learns it very rapidly, and before long there is no
amount of fatigue but what he will face it. I smile now as I remem-
ber one of the boys, who said to me one day, "Brother Young, there

is a family of Saints down the road which hasn't been visited for a
long time." Said I, "Ho"w far away do they live?" "Oh," he said,

"fourteen miles." I said, "Well, that's good. How do you expect to

get there to visit them?" "Oh, there isn't any way that I know of."

"Isn't there a bus?" "No." I said, "Well, the walking isn't crowded,
is it?" He looked at me pecuharly and said, "Well, I hadn't thought
of that." And he walked with his companion. In the walking he
learned that he didn't count for much. And in the walking, my
brethren and sisters, they do learn that they do not count for much
except as God gives them guidance. When boys begin to write in

to me and say, "Brother Young, we came to a fork in the road and
didn't know which way to go, so we knelt down on our knees, and
when we arose we felt impressed to go to the left," and then they

would say, "and we came to a house where they were willing to hear
the gospel." Then, say I, they are learning to know w^hat it means
to lose their lives. If they keep that sort of thing up for the two years

they are in the mission field and then keep it up after they come home,
when the bishop calls them to work they'll remember that they don't

count, that the work counts. If they say, "Yes, bishop," then you
have a member of the Church who will stand by you till he dies, and
be a credit to you. That right every boy has. So does each girl,

even though the girls don't quite do it in the same way. They catch

the same spirit if they work.

Realization of God's Promise

The second thing which is their right is to learn the truth of some
words which appear in the eighty-fourth section of the Doctrine and
Covenants. I am sure it's a right. I think it's my right. I'm very

happy that I was allowed by my mission president to find it out for

myself. I would have been disappointed on my mission if I hadn't

been able to prove the truth of these words. I don't believe there is

a boy in the Church today who has ever heard a story about his fore-

fathers or about anybody who ever went on a mission and did the

job well, who doesn't want to have something happen to him in such

a way that he'll know also that verily they are true. And these are
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the words: "And any man"—and that means you and me, since it

hasn't been revoked yet.

And any man that shall go and preach this gospel of the kingdom,
and fail not to continue faithful in all things, shall not be weary in mind,
neither darkened, neither in body, limb, nor joint; and a hair of his head
shall not fall to the ground unnoticed. And they shall not go hungry
neither athirst.

Therefore, take ye no thought for the morrow, for what ye shall eat,

or what ye shall drink, or wherewithal ye shall be clothed. . . .

For your Father, who is in heaven, knoweth that you have need of all

these things.

Therefore, let the morrow take thought for the things of itself.

Neither take ye thought beforehand what ye shall say; but treasure
up in your minds continually the words of life, and it shall be given you
in the very hour that portion that shall be meted unto every man.
(D. & C. 84:80-81. 83-85.)

I am a proud mission president, my brothers and sisters, when a
boy can walk to a cottage meeting with his mind full of the subjects
on which he has studied long and hard in the privacy of his room,
but who has not made up his mind what he will say at that meeting
until, having prayed before he leaves his room that he may be given
the words to say, and arriving at the meeting, opens his mind and
says to the Lord and to the people, "I pray I may be inspired to say
what I should say to you," and then proceeds to say what the Lord
puts in his mind. That, to my way of thinking, is one of the finest

gifts which can come to a missionary. He has a right to have that
experience. I pray to the Lord God of Hosts that all of the mission-
aries, the four thousand and six hundred fine boys and girls whom
President McKay mentioned yesterday, may have had that before
they come home.

A Testimony of Jesus

The third and final right, of course, is the great thing, a testi-

mony of Jesus. I need not say anything about that, because if mis-
sionaries have done the first two things I have mentioned, it is as
sure as night follows day that the testimony will be theirs. The
fervency of it will thrill you when they come home as it thrills me and
my colleagues in the United States and in the other nations of the
earth, wherever our boys and girls go in the spirit of their calling.

May the Lord bless these great men who are prophets and seers

and revelators, who send us forth to do the bidding of God as we are
inspired by the Lord through his Holy Spirit. May President Smith's
hand be upheld until he lives as long as he cares to with full health

and strength. He is loved everywhere. Wherever he goes, men
speak of President George Albert Smith with love in their hearts, rc-

ciprocative for his great feeling of love for them; men outside the

Church, I speak of. I pray that he may be upheld and sustained by
the hand of our Father and given that strength which he so much
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desires to have to continue on his great work. I so pray for all those

who preside with him.

My testimony is that God lives and that Jesus is the Christ, and
the gospel of Jesus Christ as restored in these last days is true. I bear

it in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER THORPE B. ISAACSON

Second Counselor in the Presiding Bishopric

President Smith, President Clark, President McKay, and my
other beloved brethren of the General Authorities, and my brothers

and sisters: I can assure you that this is indeed a strain and certainly

a shock whenever one's name is called who is to speak. President Joel

Richards just handed me a note, as my name was called, and I hope
you'll all say the same thing silently, and if you'll pardon me, I'll read
his note: "Thorpe," he says, "I'm praying for you, and I know God
will bless you."

It is always a worry when one is called upon to occupy this po?
sition: it is to me, at least. Sometimes, I know I shouldn't envy, biit

sometimes I do envy my brethren who can come up here and appear
so composed and so comfortable, and I only pray that the Lord will

help me during the next few moments that I stand here.

I do believe in prayer, and I reahze that without the help of the

Lord we can do very little. The first time that I w^ called up here

the experience was such that I didn't know how^ I ever got up those

steps. I thought it would get a little easier as experiences came, but

it doesn't get any easier for me.

Purposes of Conference

We are assembled in this great house of the Lord so that w^e can
partake of his Spirit, so that we can be made to feel more humble
and more charitable, so that we can truly worship God, our Eternal

Father. We are here to bear testimony to the goodness of our
Father in heaven to us. We are here to receive inspiration and
counsel. We are here to be advised and taught. Surely "the Spirit

of God like a fire is burning" here^it has been at every session of

this conference. Words of inspiration and v/ords of revelation have
been spoken and will be spoken. We are here so that our faith in

God our Eternal Father may be increased. There is great inspiration

and revelation in the Church today, and I would like to quote from
the Doctrine and Covenants just a few words regarding the messages
that we have received yesterday and today and that we will receive

Wednesday, and every time when we meet in the name of the Lord:

And whatsoever they [our leaders] shall speak when moved upon by
the Holy Ghost shall be scripture, shall be the will of the Lord, shall be the

mind of the Lord, shall be the word of the Lord, shall be the voice of the

Lord, and the power of God unto salvation. (D. & C. 68:4.)


