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and respect and care for his wife with all the humility, in all the

faith, and the understanding of the gospel of Jesus Christ. And the

gospel of Jesus Christ is not carnal.

Brigham Young's Statement

I have a statement here, from President Brigham Young that I

want to read:

I know that you good women get annoyed and provoked and out of

patience many times with your husbands, and at times justly. They are

not always as considerate of you as they ought to be; but if they provide
for you and they are kind to you and otherwise treat you right, stay with
them.

That is what President Young has to say. He said:

I think it has been taught by some that as we lay down our bodies

they will so rise in the resurrection with all the impediments and imper-
fections that they have here; and that if a wife does not love her hus-

band in this estate, she cannot love him in the next. This is not so.

Those who attain to the blessings of the first or celestial resurrection will

be pure and holy, and perfect in body. Every man and woman that

reaches to this unspeakable attainment will be as beautiful as the angels
that surround the throne of God, If you can, by faithfulness in this life

attain the right to come up in the morning of the resurrection, you need
entertain no fears that the wife will be dissatisfied with her husband or the

husband with the wife, for those of the first resurrection will be free

from sin and from the consequences and power of sin. This body
is "sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption; it is sown in dishonor,

it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is

sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. And as we have
borne the image of the earthly, we shall also bear the image of the

heavenly."
God has done his part towards putting us in possession of celestial

glory and happiness, by providing the means whereby we may attain

to it; and if we ever possess it, we must do so by conforming to the
means provided. God has given the children of men dominion over the
earth and over all things that pertain to it and has commanded them to
subdue it, and sanctify themselves before him, and also sanctify and
beautify the earth by their industry and by their wisdom and skill which
cometh from God. . . . To receive the gospel and believe and enjoy it in

the spirit is the simplest part of the work the Latter-day Saints have to
learn and perform.

God has made man Lord over all things here below, and it is the labor
of man to bring all things unto subjection to God by first subjecting him-
self to the will of God, and then subjecting all things over which he has
control in their time and order. The will of God is eternal life to his
people, and to all they control. (Journal of Discourses, 10:24-25.)

The Lord bless you, I pray, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER STEPHEN L RICHARDS
O/ the Council o[ the Twelve Apostles

My dear brethren and sisters:

.1 recall an occasion in the life of President Heber J. Grant
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which brings to me some thoughts for this conference. It was shortly
before he became ill and near the close of his administration. He
came to the temple one Thursday to meet with the brethren of the

First Presidency and the Council of the Twelve in the regular weekly
meeting. In a thoughtful and reflective mood, he said, in substance:

President Grant's Conclusion

Brethren, in the natural course of events my administration is Hearing
its close. I have been wondering what I might do in the time that re-

mains to best promote the welfare of the Church and the people.

For a moment I thought he had some new project to announce, but
this was quickly dispelled when he continued by saying that he
had reached a very simple conclusion. He said the conclusion he
had reached was that he could do nothing that would be of more
value and lasting good to the cause of our Father and his people
than to devote the remainder of his life and effort to getting the

people to keep the commandments. I am sure that all the brethren
who heard him were in agreement and deeply impressed by the far-

seeing wisdom of his utterance. I was, and I have recalled the in-

cident on many occasions.

We live in a world of sensationalism. "What's new?" is the

inquiry on everyone's lips. It often constitues a form of friendly

salutation. There is an insatiable demand for news, and the news
to be arresting and intriguing, must be far out of the ordinary, often

shocking and tragic, and the "scoops" which usually win the plaudits

of the people in the great majority of cases arise out of the perpetra-

tion of high crimes, catastrophes, disasters, scandals—public and
private—and the doings and antics of notorious people.

Keeping the Commandments

Keeping the commandments, as President Grant used the phrase,

is not news in the modern sense. It is seldom dramatic. It doesn't

often arrest attention, and very infrequently wins a place in the

headlines for a man or woman, and there are those who look with a

measure of contempt and belittlement upon persons who order

their "humdrum" lives in strict conformity with all the command-
ments.

In spite of the prosaic and commonplace aspect of this subject,

I have long been convinced, my brethren and sisters, that the

most challenging, dramatic, and vital thing in our lives is this

"keeping the commandments." It tests every fiber of our beings. It is

at once a demonstration of our inteUigence, our knowledge, our
character, and our wisdom. I will try to show that this is true.

Intelligence Required

It takes intelligence, and a high order of intelligence, to worship
God truly and understand his commandments and their far-reaching
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significance. Some of these sophisticates who call the good "dumb"
give a very convincing demonstration of their own intellectual

limitations. I observe, too, that there are some of our scholars

who disparage the intellectual effort put forth in the acquisition of

religious and spiritual truth and the science of theology. Out of

my own limited exposure to education and my observation of learned
men I do not hesitate to assert that it takes just as high an order
of intelligence to comprehend and assimilate spiritual truth and
divine law as it does to master the equations and formulas in the

field of secular education. The great body of divine scripture, al-

though contained in few books, has been, through the centuries,

and will continue to be, a challenge to the most profound scholarship

and the greatest minds which the world has produced, and it would
be well for the cynics and agnostics and sophisticates of the present

day to remember that many of the most outstanding institutions of

learning had their inception under religious auspices; that churches
and church people have been the foster fathers of education and that

the Holy Bible has inspired more goodness, high idealism, lofty

sentiment, freedom of thought, justice, mercy, and quest for

learning than any other book and perhaps all other books ever

produced in all the history of the world. Let no man disdain the

intellectuality of spiritual learning.

How glorious and satisfying to the inquisitive nature of man
is spiritual and religious knowledge and understanding. The in-

telligence and purpose of God made manifest in the orderly organiza-

tion of the universe, the place of man in the great design furnish a
concept, not only more lofty and idealistic than anything in all

hterature but one that is also more practical in application to the

problems of man and society than any other which has ever been
tried and tested.

Ignorance of Divine Truth

From every quarter of the world we have evidences of a dearth
of the knowledge of God and his ways. I think it safe to say that

the greater part of all the opposition and enmity to social progress,

to liberty, justice, and peace is attributable to lack of understanding,
a woeful ignorance of divine concepts and truth. I cannot see how
the rank and file of the people who are classed as atheistic com-
munists could accept the godless totalitarianism of Marx and Lenin
if they really had a comprehension and knowledge of the Father-
hood of God, the brotherhood of man, and the eternal plans of the

Father for the well-being and exaltation of his children. I can
understand how their leaders, lustful for power and domination, and
beset by the constant fear of losing their unrighteous dominion will

subordinate every decent, honorable, and virtuous principle to the

gaining of their ends, but I cannot believe that even their own
people would support these avaricious leaders if they had the truth.
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Reactions of Russians

A few years ago I was in San Francisco looking for a publishing
house that would print some of our hterature in the Russian lan-

guage. By mistake I went into a printing establishment which I after-

wards learned to be communistic. You should have seen the stony
stare, and curt dismissal I received, when I asked if they printed
religious literature. Afterwards I found a place where I was re-

ceived by an intelligent Russian man who was symapthetic with my
errand. I told him that it was our purpose to make some preparation
for missionary work among his people. We discussed the situation

for some time, and he made the significant remark: "Only God can
save Russia." He published a Russian newspaper, non-communist,
with subscribers all across the nation. He gave me the information
that there are approximately 15,000 Russian-speaking people around
the San Francisco bay area and two million in the United States.

He said there are approximately 900,000 displaced Russians in

Europe, and he thought our missionaries could begin work among
some of these Russians, looking forward to the time when through
them there might be an introduction of the gospel into Russia itself.

He knew something of our principles and our people and professed

admiration for them. I felt that there was some evidence of his

sincerity, when, after automatically offering me a cigaret, he im-

mediately withdrew it and said, "Oh, I forgot, your people don't

smoke and drink." Well, Russia is not the subject of my remarks,

but I think that the present plight of that nation is a pertinent and
persuasive illustration of the need of knowledge, spiritual and theo-

logical knowledge, as a basis for righteousness and peace.

Appreciation for Knov^ledge

At this point, I wish to voice appreciation for the great body
ol knowledge which has come to us in the revelations of this dispensa-

tion. When I think of the light which the Prophet Joseph Smith has
thrown upon the knowledge of his day and our day, his interpretations

of Holy Writ for centuries obscure in meaning to the learned of the

earth, his enlargement of the vision of man, his incomparable con-

tributions to the understanding of the vital relationships in life, home,
family, community, government; his expositions of heaven and earth,

salvation, exaltation, and eternity—all stamping him with the un-

mistakable marks of mighty faith and prophetic vision and under-

standing, I feel to exclaim with the author of our beloved hymn:

Praise to the man who communed with Jehovah
Jesus anointed that Prophet and Seer.

He was "blessed to open the last dispensation" and "kings shall extol

him" and "nations shall revere him" when the knowledge which he

brought is disseminated through the earth to the understanding of

the people thereof.
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Reason Behind Every Commandment

So, my brethren and sisters, we need knowledge—knowledge of

the things of the Lord. Our Father said in the very beginning of his

work, "let every man learn his duty." It may be that there are a few
of the commandments, the reasons for which are not very apparent
to us. We accept some on faith as did the prophets of old, but in

the main there is a sound discernible reason behind every command-
ment. A knowledge of the gospel reveals that reason, and gives ad-

ditional encouragement and strength in keeping it.

For example the man who looks upon tithing as nothing more
than a method of gathering money does not understand the law;
but he who recognizes in it a great principle of true worship and
spiritual growth will find infinitely more satisfaction in complying
with its requirements. He will understand that the true test of de-
votion is the giving of one's self, and that when a man parts with
the proceeds of his labors, giving that which represents the ex-
penditure of his brain power, his muscular strength, and his energy,
he not only demonstrates his loyalty to the Lord and his work, but
he adds to his own faith and his spiritual resources, his contentment,
and his happiness. He builds up loyalty. He attains power to con-
trol rebellious and critical thoughts and tendencies. His conscience
is clear. He can sleep comfortably with himself. Truly he grows
in spiritual power.

Every commandment of God is spiritual in nature. There are

no carnal commandments. We have learned this from modern revela-

tion. While the commandments have effect upon the body and
temporal things they are all in essence spiritual. The Word of Wis-
dom is spiritual. It is true that it enjoins the use of deleterious sub-

stances and makes provision for the health of the body. But the

largest measure of good derived from its observance is in increased

faith and the development of more spiritual power and wisdom. Like-

wise, the most regrettable and damaging effects of its infractions are

spiritual, also. Injury to the body may be comparatively trivial to the

damage to the soul in the destruction of faith and the retardation of

spiritual growth. So I say, every commandment involves a spiritual

growth. So I say, every commandment involves a spiritual principle.

Courage to Say "No"

I mentioned character in connection with keeping the com-
mandments. When I come to think of it, keeping the commandments
is about the only yardstick I know in measuring and appraising char-

acter, particularly with reference to those who have the knowledge
our people have. We commonly refer to character as strong or

weak, gentle or harsh, honest or deceitful, charitable or "tight," and
so on all down through the long hst of attributes. Perhaps, the

classification dreaded most by red-blooded people is that of weak-
ling. That designation seems to be resented more than almost
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any other, excluding criminal appellations, and, most unfortunately,
among these are some who are boastful of sinful records and reputa-
tions. Weakhngs are those lacking in the necessary stamina, strength,
and courage to sustain a position. A person can be helpless physically
and still not be a weakling, if he or she has the disposition and inner
strength and courage to fight bravely on. It is the moral cowards
and the ignorant who corrupt the world. I am aware that none of
us has all the strength, resistance, and courage he would like to have,
but I am afraid that there are many among us who have permitted
their moral strength to be tapped and drained until there may not be
much sohd character remaining. They wouldn't like to be called

weaklings or cowards, but if they will examine themselves thought-
fully and frankly some may well admit that their strength is gone. I

think I can tell you how many have come to this misfortune. They
have been trying to ape the ways of the world. Many have forgotten
that they have been called out of the world and enjoined to keep them-
selves unspotted from its sins. I suppose some haven't even known
what that meant and they have yielded to the sophistry and the

sophistication and the practices of wordly-minded institutions and
groups. Teddy Roosevelt used to say that it often took more courage
to say "no" than it did to face a bear with a pistol. We've had a

lot of men and women who unfortunately didn't have the courage to

say "no" and who unfortunately also did not have the pride of their

great heritage in the Church and kingdom of God. It's a great pity that

it has been so. Think of the immeasurable good these men and women
might have done if they hadn't been so weak. If they had had the

strength of character to stand for the right as they knew it. Think of

the admiration they could have commanded for themselves and for

their Church by simply declining the cigaret and the glass of beer

and participation in indecent stories and tolerance for cheap jokes

and witticisms directed at sacred things in their religion. I think of

the strength they might have developed in themselves and in the

youth who look to them if they had resisted the slot-machine, petty

gambling on a golf game, a horse race or cards, and the allurement of

the Sunday movie.

Religion AND Conduct

I understand tKat there are organized forces in our communities
telling young people that these and other infractions of our moral
code have no religious significance and urging them to be free from
such restraint. They would disassociate conduct from religion.

Well, they can't do it any more than they can separate living from
life.

Do you think that weak abandonment of well-recognized stand-
ards has commanded even the respect and admiration of new-found
friends of the world? What a tragic mistake it is for any man to

reach false conclusion that in order to get business or political prefer-

ment or social prestige he must compromise the truth. I wish that a
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hundred or a thousand men of this Church, if there be that many,
would withdraw themselves from lodges and secret orders which they
were counseled never to join. It is my opinion that most of our men
allied with these secret orders had to show some weakness before they
were invited. It is my observation that invitations come only to those
who do not give wholehearted loyal support to the Church and its

standards. The Church needs the undivided allegiance of these men,
and they need the Church, as do their families also. Just so sure

as they divide their allegiance the world will claim them. I make an
earnest appeal to all my brethren who have joined these secret orders
to leave them and renew their associations in the quorums of priest-

hood and the organizaions and activities of the Church. I know that

every single one who responds will be blessed in so doing.

Maintenance of Standards

I have a further word to say to my brethren who are members
of service clubs, chambers of commerce, and other non-secret busi-

ness, professional and social organizations. Brethren, you don't need
to abandon any principle, any standard or approved practice of the

Church to which we have the honor to belong to maintain good stand-

ing in these organizations. If you do, you had better get out. Our
men can and do win the respect of all if they have the courage of

their convictions. There is little respect on the part of any for the

weakling. I have found it a great honor to represent this mighty
Church of the Lord in many capacities. I have not always felt

worthy of the honor, but I trust that the pride of membership in the

Church and kingdom of God will never leave me. The Apostle Paul
must have looked down through the ages of men and forseen their

weaknesses, when, and giving that famous definition of the gospel,

he said:

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power
of God unto salvation. . . . (Romans 1:16.)

It is too bad when men and women become ashamed of the gospel.

When they do, they succumb to their weakness, the world soon gets

them and they lose the richest things of life. If, therefore, my breth-

ren and sisters, and my other friends who may listen, if you would
develop great character, the strength of constant purpose, resistance

to evil, nobility in thought and purpose, if you would know the

richness of life and experience contentment and its deepest satis-

factions, keep the commandments.

Need of Wisdom

Just another thought, and I am done. We all prize wisdom. It is

said to be the greatest of gifts. It is really the power to apply

beneficient knowledge in all the decisions and vicissitudes of life.

How we need wisdom in the composition of the troubles and dif-
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ficulties of the world. How we need wisdom in our own affairs, with
our families, our business, and our associations. Almost every day
is a day of decision. What to do. What choice to make. I don't

know of a better way to secure the wisdom that we need than by
keeping the commandments. We are enjoined by the command-
ments to study, to pray, to work and to serve, and be humble and
contrite of spirit. The great promises are to the meek w^ho shall in-

herit the earth. Wisdom is not to be found among the arrogant,

the haughty and self-suflFicient, nor among the sinful and the anti-

christs of the world. W^isdom is a gift to the prayerful student, to

the faithful and the obedient, to those who repose their trust in the

counsels of the spirit and the priesthood of God.
There was great import in those inspiring, simple words of

President Grant's uttered in the Holy Temple. They embodied the

message that has come down to us through all the presidents of the

Church. I know it is the message of our present President and
his associates. It has been voiced a thousand times in the words of

every true leader. It is not news, but it will never grow old. It is the

eternal message for the government of man — keep the command-
ments. Oh God, grant us the intelligence, the knowledge, the char-

acter, and the wisdom to obey, I humbly pray, in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

ELDER MARK E. PETERSEN

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

Five years ago, I stood at this pulpit trembling from head to foot,

when I accepted a call to the Council of the Twelve. I have lived now
these five years, in close association with the men you sustained today

as the leaders of this Church. I have come to know them well. I

knew most of them well before I came to this position, but not nearly

so well as I now know them.

Great Men

I have discovered that these men are great men—-great in the

sense of true greatness. I know that in the Presidency of the Church
are men who are great in the same sense in which Lincoln was
great. I know they are prophets of God in the same sense in which
Moses and Jeremiah and Elijah, Peter and Paul were prophets of

God. I have discovered that these men do not have any selfish

motives, that they are giving of their time and their talents, of their

physical and mental and spiritual strength, giving all they have for the

upbuilding of the kingdom of God. I have discovered that they

are honest and true; that they are faithful and devoted; that they

love the Lord their God with all their hearts, and with all their

souls. I know that they are men of God in the real sense of the

word.


