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this work is true. I know just as well as I know anything in this world
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that Joseph Smith is his chief-

est prophet and his chiefest witness for this dispensation.

At that strait gate where men must enter if they attain the celes-

tial world, there stands a keeper of the gate who is the Holy One of

Israel. He employeth no servant there.

. . . and there i.s none other way save it be by the gate: for he cannot
be deceived, for the Lord God is his name. (2 Nephi 9:41.)

But those who receive the servants of the Lord receive him, and
he in turn receives them because they received his servants. And as

pertaining to people who lived in this dispensation, when the judg-

ment is set and the books are opened, they will find that the Prophet
Joseph Smith will be seated on the right hand of Christ, and it will

be with his approval and his approbation and his counsel and his con-

sent that all men from his dispensation who attain salvation will be
permitted to inherit it.

I glory in the testimony that I have. I know that this work is true

and that this is the Lord's Church. I pray that the work may roll forth

and that the Lord's purposes may prevail in the earth, in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER MARK E. PETERSEN
0[ the Council o[ the Twelve Apostles

I am very grateful, my brothers and sisters, for the stimulation I

have received in this conference. I am grateful for the privilege of

going to the stake conferences and for the good that I receive from
them. I think it is wonderful to feel the strength of the Saints in the

different parts of the Church, and as I go about among the people and
feel their strength and faith and note their devotion, I am very grate-
ful indeed that this is truly a great Church. It is a strong Church, and
the people who belong to it are a strong people. I am very grateful for

this knowledge.

Difficulties Encountered

At times we meet people who find it difficult to live our religion.

Sometimes they say it is hard to live some of the principles of the gos-

pel. Occasionally people say they find it hard to live the law of tithing,

or the Word of Wisdom. I know that some do find it difficult, but I

know also that if they would apply themselves and really convert

themselves to these great principles, they would be able to live them
and enjoy doing so.

As I have observed some of the people in the Church, I believe

that one of the principles they find most difficult to live is the principle

set forth in one of the Articles of Faith, the sixth one,
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We believe in the same organization that existed in the Primitive

Church, namely, apostles, prophets, pastors, teachers, evangelists, etc.

I suppose some of you will think it strange that I say that, but

I really believe that there are a number of people among us who find

the principle represented in that Article of Faith to be the most diffi-

cult they have to live.

Faith in God

Our first Article of Faith, which has been referred to here, says

that we believe in God the Eternal Father and in his Son Jesus Christ

and in the Holy Ghost. Without faith in God we wouldn't even have
any religion, because faith in God is fundamental to our religion. But
such faith is no more fundamental than it is to believe that God can
and will reveal himself to mankind. It is just as fundamental to believe

that God can reveal himself to mankind as it is to believe that there

is a God.
All dow^n through the ages the Lord has revealed himself to men.

Then, we must believe in revelation. But to whom does God reveal

himself? An ancient prophet said the Lord will do nothing but he
revealeth his secrets to his servants the prophets. Then we must have
prophets among us. We had them anciently, from the days of Adam
on down to the days of Malachi to whom God revealed himself in

harmony with this great principle which is such an important part of

our restored religion.

Ancient Apostles and Prophets

What about prophets in Christian times? When the Church was
established on the earth in the days of the Savior, it was founded with
apostles and prophets at the head. And why were they put in the

Church? Paul explains, as has been mentioned once before, that they
were put in the Church for the perfecting of the Saints, for the work
of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ. They were to

remain in the Church until we all come to a unity of the faith, unto a

perfect man, unto the fulness of the measure of the stature of Christ.

Throughout the ancient times there was always a tendency to

profess belief in God but to reject the teachings of the prophets. Jesus

met that situation when he was upon the earth, and among the other

things, he made a great appeal to overcome it. He said, "... ye be-

lieve in God, believe also in me." (John 14:1.) The great tragedy of

ancient Israel was that the people of those days were willing to pro-

fess belief in God, but would not follow the teachings of the prophets
of God.

What did the Lord reveal to his people through the prophets all

down through the ages? He revealed to the prophets, and through

them to the people, the things which he expected the people to do,

and these expectations of the Lord, as revealed to the people through



82 GENERAL CONFERENCE
Saturday, October 1 Second Day

the prophets, formed the program which our Father in heaven desired

his people on earth to follow for their salvation. In other words, these

revelations and these directions given to the people through the proph-
ets formed the program of the Church in ancient times.

Apostles and Prophets Today

We today are no different from the people who lived in the days
of the Savior and the ancient apostles, because our Church today also

is founded with apostles and prophets at the head, and the teachings
of these apostles and prophets form the program of the Church. This
program is varied. It has many projects and many enterprises. It in-

cludes many commandments and many ordinances. But they are all

a part of the program of the Church. We cannot distinguish between
them and say that these we will accept and these others we will not

accept. We cannot make fish of one and fowl of the other. The hand
cannot say to the foot, "I have no need of thee."

The Sunday School could not say to the Relief Society, "You are

not necessary." Not one of us can consistently say that we will sus-

tain the priesthood program, but we will reject the welfare program.
We could not say that we will accept the Aaronic Priesthood program,
for instance, and that we will reject the Melchizedek Priesthood pro-

gram. We could not say that we would accept and sustain the auxili-

aries of the Church, and, for instance, refuse to sustain the Church
publications which help to give bone and fibre and sinew to these

organizations.

Consistent Support of Program

Are we in a position of consistency if we try to choose one part

of the program of the Church and turn our backs upon the others?

Every phase of the program is worthy of our support, whether it be
priesthood or Church welfare, whether it be the Church publications
or whether it be the auxiliary organizations, or any of the command-
ments in the gospel.

The program of the Church is inaugurated and sponsored by the
heads of the Church. And who are the heads of the Church? They
are the prophets of God. And why are they in the Church? For the
perfecting of the Saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying
of the body of Christ.

We are the Saints. Our Church makes up the body of Christ.

We need the edification and the perfection that come to us through
participating in the program of the Church. We have the prophets of

God who give us the program of the Church. Let us follow that pro-
gram so that we may get the blessings God proffers to us.

Instead of going off on a tangent this way or a tangent some
other way, let us be willing to follow the prophets of God who stand
here at the head of the Church and v.'ho receive the divine guidance
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of the Almighty. Let us have enough faith and enough courage to be
real Latter-day Saints. Let us have enough courage and enough faith

to believe in the Articles of Faith. I challenge every Latter-day Saint

everywhere to believe and accept and sustain the sixth Article of Faith

which I read again:

We believe in the same organization that existed in the Primitive
Church, namely, apostles, prophets, pastors, teachers, evangehsts, etc.

I pray that we may have this courage, that we may have the
unity and the harmony as a people to support and sustain the prophet
of God by sustaining the program in all its projects and enterprises

as he gives it to us, and this I do in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER EVON W. HUNTSMAN
Former President o[ the Tongan Mission

1 think I now reahze, my brethren and sisters, what Bishop
Isaacson meant when he said at our last conference that only those
who hear their names called out in this great audience know the shock
that one receives. I have felt that shock and it has not left me.

As I stand here in this holy spot and look over this great audience,
I feel very humble indeed. All my hfe I have looked upon this spot

as the most sacred spot in all the world, because I do not think there

is another place in all the world where so many of God's anointed
have stood before so many of his children and taught them the gospel

of Jesus Christ. With this thought in mind, I am very humble at this

time in reporting my mission to the Tongan Islands.

Sister Huntsman and I will always be grateful to our Heavenly
Father and to the brethren who preside over his Church, for the con-

fidence and trust they placed in us in permitting us to go into the far-

away land of Tonga to take charge of our Heavenly Father's work
in that mission.

I am grateful that I had the opportunity to return to that land,

where I spent my first mission, and again take up my labors with

those fine Tongan people who are members of God's chosen race.

Only those who have had the opportunity of laboring with the Poly-

nesian race know the love and the confidence and the faith those

wonderful people have.

The work of our Heavenly Father in the Tongan Mission is alive

and growing, and they are enjoying the Spirit of our Heavenly Father
in that mission. I know that at times when we speak of the people of

the Islands of the Pacific, we sometimes think of them as cannibals,

head hunters, people going around through the bush naked, but that

is not the case. The Tongan Mission is one of the isolated missions

of the Church. It is far away from the so-called civilization of the

world, but under that condition the membership in the Tongan Mis-
sion has grown to some twenty-seven hundred members of the Church,


