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The services will also be televised over the KSL television sta-

tion, channel 5.

The choir singing for this session will be furnished by members
of the Tabernacle Choir who are able to be here this afternoon.

Elder J. Spencer Cornwall conducting and Elder Alexander Schreiner
at the organ.

We will begin the services by the choir singing, "God So Loved
the World."

The openiiig prayer will be offered by President A. Leland
Elmer of the Panguitch Stake.

Singing by the choir, "God So Loved the World."
Prayer by President A. Leland Elmer of Panguitch Stake.

Selection by members of the Tabernacle Choir, "Lo My Shep-
herd is Divine."

ELDER JOSEPH FIELDING SMITH
Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

Many centuries ago, before the birth of our Lord, a prophet who
was filled with the Spirit of the Lord and a desire that the gospel

truths should be carried to all men, in his righteous zeal gave utter-

ance to the following words:

O that I were an angel, and could have the wish of mine heart, that

I might go forth and speak with the trump of God, with a voice to shake
the earth, and cry repentance unto every people!

Yea, I would declare unto every soul, as with a voice of thunder,

repentance and the plan of redemption, that they should repent and come
unto our God, that there might not be more sorrow upon all the face

of the earth. (Alma 29:1-2.)

Then on his reflection he reached the conclusion that he was
asking for too much, that perhaps he was sinning in his wish to be

like an angel, with a voice of thunder, to reach the ends of the earth;

but if Alma were here today, I know he would be very grateful for

the facihties and the opportunities that we have to reach the peoples,

not only who are assembled but also scattered abroad.

Wish to Reach People

I feel much like Alma this afternoon. I do not desire to speak like

an angel nor do I desire to shake the earth, but his desire was righteous

in having the wish to reach people. I have that same wish, and I am
grateful for the opportunities that present themselves, not only to

reach the members of the Church here assembled and who may be

listening in, but I hope also that there are multitudes of those who are

not members of the Church who are listening to the counsels and the
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instructions which are being given in this conference, not only for

the benefit of the Latter-day Saints, hut also for the peoples of all the

earth.

After making the statement that he asked for too much, he added
these words

:

I ought not to harrow up in my desires, the firm decree of a just

God, for I know that he granteth unto men according to their desire,

whether it be unto death or unto Ufe; yea, I know that he allotteth unto
men according to their wills, whether they be unto salvation or unto
destruction.

Yea, and I know that good and evil have come before all men;
he that knoweth not good from evil is blameless; but he that knoweth good
and evil, to him it is given according to his desires, whether he desireth

good or evil, life or death, joy or remorse of conscience. (Ibid., 4-5.)

Free Agency

President Smith in his opening remarks spoke of free agency,
the great gift the Lord has bestowed upon every soul to act for

himself, to make his own choice, to be an agent with a power to

believe and accept the truth and receive eternal life or to reject

the truth and receive remorse of conscience. This is one of the

greatest gifts of God. What would we be without it, if we were
compelled as some people would like to have their fellows compelled
to do their will? There could be no salvation; there could be no
rewards of righteousness; no one could be punished for unfaithfulness

because men would not be accountable before their Maker.

Joseph Smith a Prophet

Having made these remarks, I want to say to all those who are

listening at this particular time that 1 have a testimony that Joseph
Smith was a Prophet of God, and is, for his work has not ceased,

for a righteous man's work does not cease: Joseph Smith was a

righteous man when he died; I know that he was called, appointed
by our Father in heaven; that he received revelation and guidance
from the Son of God that would be of benefit and a blessing to all

men if they would receive it.

Now in what I have to say I wish to direct my remarks to those
who are not members of the Church, if there are any such listening.

I want them to know that 1 believe this sincerely and absolutely.

That is my faith. I think I can say safely it is my knowledge, by the

gift of God, that Joseph Smith in the year 1820 did see the Father
and the Son; that the Father introduced his Son; that the Son spoke
to him, asked him what he wanted to know, and gave him counsel;

told him what to do, with the promise that eventually other light

would come and the fulness of the gospel, which was not then upon
the face of the earth, would be restored.
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This is either true or false. To me it cannot be false. To you
who sit here looking at mc it cannot be false. It is just as true as it

is that the sun shines. You know it, and I know it. And every soul

upon the face of the earth who has a desire to know it has the privi-

lege for every soul that will humble himself, and in the depths of

humility and faith, with a contrite spirit, go before the Lord, will re-

ceive that knowledge just as surely as he lives, so that he also may
know that this story is true.

Truth of the Book of Mormon^

I am just as firmly convinced that this Book of Mormon from
which I have read is the word of God and was revealed, as Joseph
Smith declared it was revealed, as I am that I stand here looking into

your faces. Every soul on the face of the earth who has intelligence

enough to understand may know that truth. How can he know it?

All he has to do is to follow the formula that was given by the Ix)rd

himself when he declared to the Jews that they who would do the

will of his Father should know of the doctrine, whether it was of God
or whether he spoke of himself. My witness to all the world is

that this book is true. I have read it many, many times. I have not.

read it enough. It still contains truths that I still may seek and
find, for I have not mastered it, but I know it is true.

I know that the testimony of these witnesses recorded in each
copy of the Book of Mormon is true, that they stood in the presence

of an angel of God who declared unto them that the record as it was
translated was correct, that their testimony that God spoke to

them from the heavens calling upon them to bear witness of that

fact is true, and there is not a soul who cannot receive that testimony
if he desires to receive it, by reading this book prayerfully and faith-

fully, with a desire to know the truth as Moroni has declared by
revelation. He shall know the truth regarding the restoration of this

scripture given to the ancient inhabitants of this continent.

Importance of Accepting Truth

Now this declaration or testimony that I have given is vital to

every living soul, for I want to say that if a man unto whom the

knowledge of this record comes, and unto whom the testimony has
been given that Joseph Smith saw the Father and the Son, and that

the gospel was restored by commandment of God and the coming of

angels, rejects that testimony and will not follow it through, he will

have to face it before the judgment seat of God and give answer why
he refused to harken—so it is a vital message to every soul.

Every man who rejects this record, who rejects the testimony of

Joseph Smith, who declares him to be a false prophet and this book
a fraud, who has had this testimony which it contains given unto
him, will stand before the judgment seat pi God condemned, because
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the truth was laid before him. He had the opportunity to hear and
receive, and in rejecting it he has placed himself in disfavor with his

Father in heaven.
I will read a verse or two from the testimony of Nephi which is

given at the close of the record which he kept. I cannot take time to

read it all. You will find it in Chapter 33 of Second Nephi. I will

read the last four verses.

And I pray the Father in the name of Christ that many of us, if not

all, may be saved in his kingdom at that great and last day.

And now, my beloved brethren, all those who are of the house of

Israel, and all ye ends of the earth, I speak unto you as the voice of

one crying from the dust: Farewell until that great day shall come.
And you that will not partake of the goodness of God, and respect the

words of the Jews, and also my words, and the words which shall

proceed forth out of the mouth of the Lamb of God, behold, I bid you
an everlasting farewell for these words shall condemn you at the last

day.
For what I seal on earth shall be brought against you at the judg-

ment bar; for thus hath the Lord commanded me and I must obey. Amen.

The Lord bless you, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER OSCAR A. KIRKHAM
0[ the First Council of the Seventy

I humbly pray that I may enjoy the blessings of the Spirit of

God. To me it is a high privilege to stand before this audience. I am
extremely grateful to my Heavenly Father. I pray that he may let

me speak his word.

Look Up to the Spires

While coming over to this meeting this afternoon, I had quite

an impressive incident happen to me. I greatly admire these grounds.
I often chat with the men who make the flowers grow and bloom.
Today I met a familiar brother. I said: "Well, I see you are

working today."
"Yes, Brother Kirkham."
"Don't you ever get tired? 1 .see you here early in the morning,

and I have seen you here late at night."

"Oh, yes, I get tired once in awhile, but the people enjoy the

flowers, and once in awhile they look up at the spires."

I would love to put it into the heart of every man and woman
in this Church that they must not grow weary. Way out in your
own private lives, in service in the kingdom of God, it may be that

at times you may be weary, but I bear humble testimony because of

what I have seen throughout the stakes of Zion and especially in the

missionary field, that men with whom you have patience and with
whom you patiently work, often "look up to the spires."


