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them. Every promise that we receive is conditioned upon our subse-

quent faithfulness. It is expressly so stated in the marriage cove-

nant itself. We have to be obedient, faithful, and diligent, valiant

in the testimony of Christ, walking by every word that proceedeth

forth from his mouth. By such a course we will sanctify our souls.

When we become sanctified and pure, we are capable and eligible

and worthy to stand in the presence of our Father. No unclean thing

can dwell in his presence. The whole process of salvation, this whole
probation that we are undergoing in mortality, is to permit us to

cleanse and perfect and purify our souls. It is to permit us to take

evil and iniquity and carnality and everything that leads away from

God out of our souls, and replace those characteristics with right-

eousness and virtue and truth and obedience, which, if we do, degree

by degree, will perfect us until eventually we are clean and spotless

and pure and are able to stand the glory of the celestial world. If

we can't stand the glory of the celestial kingdom, we won't be able

to go where God and Christ are.

Blessings to Follow

We get the greatest blessings that it is possible for men to get

here in this life by living the gospel. The world may be in turmoil,

torn and disheveled; there may be blood and carnage on every hand,

but if we keep the commandments of God, we will get the Holy Ghost
for our companion and guide. Those who have the Holy Ghost get

the peace which passeth understanding. Now, that is the greatest

gift that a person can get while he dwells in mortality.

And then by having kept those same commandments and having

walked in that same path, having kept those same covenants, we get

the sure promise that we will be inheritors of a celestial exaltation

in the mansions that are prepared. The gospel gives us the greatest

blessings it is possible to receive in time, and assures us of the great-

est inheritance it is possible to gain in eternity. How grateful we
ought to be for it! How anxious we should be to keep the command-
ments of God, and the covenants that we have made, so that we may
have all the choice and rich things the Lord promises the Saints. It

is my prayer that we may so do, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER JOSEPH L. WIRTHLIN
First Counselor in the Presiding Bishopric

I sincerely trust, my brethren and sisters, that I might enjoy an
interest in your faith and prayers during the few moments that I shall

stand before you. I have the high honor and privilege of laboring

with the youth of the Church; and it is a distinction and an honor to

associate with Bishop Richards and Bishop Isaacson, who have the
welfare of the young people at heart.
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Paul's Admonition

The admonition of the Apostle Paul to his younger associate

Timothy is so applicable to youth:

Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the be-

lievers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.

(I Timothy 4:12.)

Through the great youth program of the Church, the admonition

of Paul to Timothy is being adhered to. On every hand we see the

evidence in the lives of these young people of their belief, faith, char-

ity, and purity.

Faith of Young People

Sometime ago while I was visiting in the southern part of the

state with Sister Wirthlin, we decided to remain overnight at Bryce
Canyon. We arrived in the afternoon, meeting some of the young
people who were employed there. They came to our cabin and held
what I would call a fireside chat. These young men and women told

us of ambitions and objectives to be achieved and of their great faith

in the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. I remember one young man
who told us that he come to Bryce Canyon with the hope of earning
enough money to pay his school expenses for the coming year. He
was promised a certain salary, but later the manager indicated that

the salary could not be paid in the amount first mentioned. The
young man was deeply worried, knowing that the income for the
summer would not be adequate. He said he worried about it for

several days and wondered whether or not he should seek employ-
ment elsewhere.

"Finally, one day," he declared," as I was driving out among the
cedars to gather firewood for the lodge, I said to myself, 'Why not ask
the Lord about it?' So I stopped the truck and walked out among the

cedars, knelt down, and talked to my Heavenly Father. And there

came to my heart a feeling of assurance that I should remain at Bryce
Canyon and things would work out. A few days later the manager
came to me and said, 'We have decided to give you the salary prom-
ised you in the first place.'

"

You couldn't convince that young man that the Lord hadn't an-
swered his prayer. He believed implicitly in God, and because of
that great faith he took his problem to the Lord and found the solu-

tion.

The next morning when we went to the lodge for our breakfast,
I noticed on the table the name of the waitress, an old familiar Latter-
day Saint name. When the young lady came in, I asked her where
she lived, and she answered, "I live in Bountiful."

I asked, "I suppose you are a member of this so-called Mormon
Church?"

She replied, "Yes, I am."
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Then I asked, "What kind of church is it?"

She declared rather emphatically, "It's a good church."

And then I put the next question quite strongly and asked her

if she thought it was the only true church. In a very positive way she

gave me to understand that it was the true church. At that point

Sister Wirthlin told the young lady who I was, and that ended it.

But the thrill of the whole thing was that this young woman, talking

to a stranger, was willing to bear testimony to the fact that she be-

longs to the restored Church of Jesus Christ.

Faith of Serviceman

Some four weeks ago I had a rather interesting and inspiring ex-

perience. A young man whom I have known since he was a boy came
into my office. He said, "I'm a reserve officer, and I have been called

into the army."
He had been married only about four or five years and has two

lovely children, and I sorrowfully replied, "Paul, I'm sorry, in a way."
He said, "Brother Wirthlin, don't worry about me, I have come

here this morning to get some tracts that I might do some missionary
work among my companions in the army; and furthermore, I have a
promise, which I look upon as a divine promise, that I shall live to

see the day when my father, who is not a member of the Church, will

join it. I'm so impressed with that promise, I'm not worrying about
the experiences that are immediately ahead of me." Such faith—so

simple, and so profound! This young man will enjoy the blessings

of our Heavenly Father because of his sweet, clean life and his faith

in the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the priesthood.

We often hear young people bear their testimonies to the divin-

ity of this great work, and what a thrill it is; although, at times, there

are evidences of a negative attitude on the part of older people. They
say these young people cannot stand up and testify that they know
this is the Church of God, that God lives, that Jesus is his Son, and
that Joseph Smith was a true prophet. Brothers and sisters, young
people, even a child at the age of eight who has been baptized, can
stand up under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost and bear sincere

testimony that he knows the Heavenly Father lives, that Jesus is

his Son, and that Joseph Smith was his chosen instrument. There
is no question about that in my mind.

Day of Pentecost

Go back to the days of Peter, the Apostle, after Christ had
left the disciples, and they had received the Holy Ghost. They
stood before a great multitude of people on the Day of Pentecost
and preached to them the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. The
throng of people were so pricked in their hearts that they arose as

one man and asked, "... Men and brethren, what shall we do?"
Peter answered them and said,



20 GENERAL CONFERENCE
Friday. September 29 First Day

. . . Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus

Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost.

For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that

are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. (Acts 2:37-39.)

Any child who attains the right age, who has faith and repents

of his sins and is baptized for the remission of sin under the hands
of authorized servants of God, can receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost; and under the inspiration of that sweet spirit, he can bear
his testimony. Did not the Christ declare:

But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from
the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father,

he shall testify of me. (John 15:26.)

Spirit of Testimony

I recall a friend of mine who had a great sorrow to bear. He
had sought solace in many places. Finally, one fast Sunday he said

to his wife, "Let us go over to fast meeting." He hadn't been too

active in the Church. In the fast meeting he saw many of the young
people bearing their testimonies. The spirit of testimony took hold
of him, and he stood up and bore his testimony. That same afternoon
he asked another associate of mine if he could have some place in

the activities of the Church, and he was called to serve. Today he
is a loyal, devoted, and fruitful servant of our Heavenly Father.

Now, what about the young men who are being called into

the armed forces of the nation? After all, we use this axiom: Old
men for counsel and young men for battle. In the bloody struggle

of war, it is youth who suffer. Their blood is spilt; their lives are
sacrificed; and many are denied the blessings of having a companion
and rearing a family. We owe much to these young men. First, we
owe them encouragement. We owe to them letters in a constant
stream to keep them encouraged, to keep their faith built up. Then,
if death should come, because of their sweet, clean lives, they will

regardless of what happens to them if death should come, because
of their sweet, clean lives, they will be able to meet the great Judge
who will extend his hand to them and give them that heavenly salu-

tation: "Well done, thou good and faithful servant."

Aaronic Priesthood Program

The Aaronic Priesthood program of the Church is most vital. It

is a training field for the young men of the Church. And what a
grand and glorious thing it is to know that a boy at the tender age
of twelve can receive divine authority from on high and become a
servant of God. Whenever I think of these twelve-year-old boys,
I always think of another one who lived nearly two thousand years
ago—the boy Savior of the world, Jesus Christ. At the age of
twelve we find him attending the Feast of the Passover with his
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parents in the city of Jerusalem, and in the course of events he
found his way to the temple. There he was discussing the problems

of the day with the great, the wise, and the learned. Later his

mother missed him, and in looking for him, found him in the temple.

In effect, she said to him, "Do you not know that you have caused
your father and me a good deal of sorrow and grief?" Then he
gave her that memorable answer, "... wist ye not that I must be
about my Father's business?" (Luke 2:49.) That should be the

slogan of the Aaronic Priesthood, in which every boy at the age
of twelve commences his ministry in the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints. The Aaronic Priesthood affords opportunities

that young boys cannot afford to miss, if they will take advantage of

them; just as Paul said to Timothy,

Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the be-
lievers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in puritv.

(I Timothy 4:12.)

Auxiliary Organizations

Then, too, we have the great auxiliary organizations of the

Church. We have the Sunday School which provides lessons cov-
ering the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ; we have the Young
Men's Mutual Improvement Association and the Young Women's
Mutual Improvement Association. We have our seminaries and
institutes. We have our great welfare program, too, which should
play a pertinent part in training our youth to be thrifty, ambitious,

and willing to sustain themselves by the sweat of their brows and
the toil of their hands. The Primary Association of the Church
makes a great contribution in the spiritual, vocational, and recrea-

tional training of our children. It is the Primary that takes the

child at a tender age and guides his footsteps in the paths of prayer
and faith; and it teaches him how to use his hands effectively. The
Primary Association is closely related to the young men who be-
come holders of the Aaronic Priesthood, as it provides a preparatory
course for all young men of the Church who anticipate receiving

the Aaronic Priesthood. May I say, emphatically, the Primary
Association has been one of the great factors in giving young men
a vision of their responsibilities in the future. May God always
bless and sustain the fine sisters who have been and who are carry-
ing on this splendid work.

Boy Scout Program

Another great and very important project of which little is

said is that of the Boy Scout program. I want to say to you, as

the vocational and recreational program of the Church for the

Aaronic Priesthood, there is nothing finer than scouting. I say this

because I have three sons, two of them are Eagle Scouts, and the
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other one a Life Scout. As I have observed their work in scouting,

to me it has been almost comparable to a college education. Many
times there are those of us who feel scouting is strictly a recreational

program, but that is only a part of it. We are faced today with

a big problem in knowing what to do with the leisure time of our

boys, especially during the vacation period. The scouting program
will take up all of this leisure time, provided we encourage our boys
to participate in it.

About a year ago a Scout was sent to me for an oral examina-
tion covering the project of producing beef. I asked many ques-

tions of the scout pertaining to the production of beef, and I was
quite surprised when he answered every one of them correctly.

With the knowledge he has accumulated through the merit badge
project in scouting, he will be able to go forward in the beef in-

dustry on his own, although he is tender in years.

There are many other projects which can be most helpful to

young men in working out their future vocations.

As a father of three sons, and all of them Scouts, if I were to

choose someone to supervise their recreation, I would choose the

scouters of my own ward, because I know they would be in good
hands and nothing would happen that would be detrimental to

their character.

Where we have the right kind of Aaronic Priesthood work, we
will have the great scouting program supplementing it; and where
there is good scouting, there is good Aaronic Priesthood work. I

plead with you to support the Boy Scou.ts.

Missionaries

I haven't forgotten the 5800 young men and young women
out in the world, meeting people far beyond them in age and ex-

perience. With the sword of truth in their hands for defense and
offense, they are convincing men they have a great message, and
as a result thousands of people are accepting the gospel of Jesus

Christ in this nation and all over the world.

Support of Youth

So, we plead for your support, for your help in encouraging
the youth of the Church to participate in the great Church youth
program, with the aim that they may be prepared when the time

comes to take over the responsibilities that we older people now
have. Returning to Paul's admonition to Timothy, "Let no man
despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word,
in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity." Impress
every young man with his responsibilities and obligations in the

priesthood, that when temptation crosses his path, he may remember
the answer of the boy Savior in the temple when he said, "... wist
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ye not that I must be about my Father's business?" This I humbly
pray, will be the blessing of every young man and every young
woman in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Amen.

ELDER MATTHEW COWLEY
Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

I am indeed grateful this morning, my brothers and sisters,

for the counsel which we have received. I am grateful for the

counsel we have received which has come from the President whom
we sustain as a prophet, as the mouthpiece of God to his children

here on earth. I endorse his timely counsel with respect to our
conduct in the coming political campaigns and the keeping of our
tempers. I am reminded of a story that was told of Senator Chauncey
Depew when he was launching into a campaign for the Senate of

the United States. His opponent came to him and said, "Senator,
let's make this campaign clean."

The Senator replied, "I fully agree. If you will promise not to lie

about me, I'll promise not to tell the truth about you." How clean

the campaign was, I am unable to say.

Never Lose a Friend

When I was a youngster employed in the Senate of the United
States, there came into the office one day a former governor of this

state. While we were visiting, he said, "I'd like to give you a

little advice."

I said, "That's fine, I appreciate advice from one of your ex-
perience."

He said, "Never lose a friend over politics or religion."

I have tried to keep that counsel in my mind all my life. I

was in politics a little bit at one time, for which I have since re-

pented. I was successful in one election. I was defeated in an-
other. But I am very thankful that I can say tdday that I still have
the friendship of my opponents. I cherish their friendship. I respect
the principles for which they stood, and I am sure they respect me
in the same light.

Brothers and sisters, we are children of God, we are Saints of

the Most High God. There is no place in this kingdom upon the

earth for God's children to make enemies, one with the other, both
professing to be members of the Church, over politics or religion.

Blessings of Gathering

I am reminded now of the opening prayer. In that prayer we
thanked God that he had sought us out from far and near places

to gather here. How thankful we should be that we have been
sought out to gather where we are. And as I stand here this morn-


