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fellow men. I alluded to it a minute ago with reference to people

being on relief. We have a challenge there to see to it that those of

our people who are in distress shall not be neglected but shall be
provided for, and if we fail to measure up to that challenge, and that

is the reason why we have people on public relief, we are failing

in our responsibilities as leaders and members of the Church. The
Lord has pointed the way. We should walk therein. We know the

way, but it is in our neglect and in our failure to live up to that

which we know to be true, that we fail to witness that we are keep-
ing his commandments, that we are a witness of the truth. This ap-
plies not only in this but in other walks of life also. We are told in

James 1:27,

Pure religion and undeflled before God and the Father is this, to visit

the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted

from the world.

Constant Service Required

In our community recently, we had a very serious tragedy. One
of the young men of our city, a very promising young man, met with
a tragic death. The community responded in love and sympathy
to the family; and when the funeral service was held, it proved to

be one of the largest attended in a long time. One couldn't help

feeling the love and the sympathy there manifested. But the next

day, then what? And the days to follow. These are the things that

should give us concern. It isn't just a spasmodic move or a ges-

ture, but it's a constant service that is required of us as Latter-day
Saints in all we do, in our various walks of life. Therein our religion

can be exemplified as we each day experience problems such as this.

Now, I do not regard this as difficult. I believe we can do it.

I believe the Lord is cognizant of our weaknesses sufficiently to

overlook them, and to make it possible, in spite of those weaknesses,
for us to carry out to the world that we do have a living, vital reli-

gion, that we have something that the people can live and exemplify
in their lives. Otherwise the gospel would not mean to us what it

does. I repeat again, it isn't a lip service. It is one that presents a
constant challenge of daily labor, laboring for good, for the estab-

lishment of truth, for the amelioration of suffering. We'll never
have peace in the world in any other way. It will come only if we
translate into our lives these divine concepts and these truths.

I pray, that the Lord will give us strength and power to do this,

in the name of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER OSCAR A. KIRKHAM
Of the First Council of the Seventy

I pray that I may enjoy the blessings of the Spirit of the Lord.
I thank him for my membership in this Church. I wish I had the
power and the ability to make that expression of appreciation more
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real, that it might be not only more helpful to me but also to those

with whom I associate.

Much Given and Expected

Much has been given to us. Much is expected of us. I sincerely

feel that there never was a time when greater opportunities faced our

Church. I know that every year, every score of years, brings to

that group and that generation like feelings, but truly great things

are now being wrought in the world, and great opportunities now
face us. Nations fear each other. There is much that is being

done, but we have a task that challenges truly the best that is

within us, me in my home, you in yours, all of us wherever we may
be.

These lines from John:

He that hath received his testimony has set to his seal that God is true.

(John 3:33.)

Baptism of Karl G. Maeser

I want to refer to the baptism of Karl G. Maeser, one of the

great spirits of our Church, one of the great leaders of the Brigham
Young University. Just after his baptism in Germany, he said

these words:

On coming out of the water, I lifted both my hands to heaven and
said, "Father, if what I have done just now is pleasing unto thee, give
me a testimony, and whatever thou shouldst require of my hands, I shall

do, even to the laying down of my life for this cause." (The Improve-
ment Era 3:25.)

Soon after this covenant with the Lord, he and President
Franklin D. Richards of the European Mission received the answer
to this promise to the Lord, for while neither one of them could
speak the language of the other, that is, Brother Richards could
not speak German, Karl G. Maeser could not understand English,

yet the Lord gave them the gift of tongues and of understanding.
The promise was fulfilled at once. You know, hundreds of you
in this audience today, that the Lord continued his blessings with
Karl G. Maeser, for numbered among his pupils were George Suther-
land of the Supreme Court of the United States, Reed Smoot of

the United States Senate, William H. King of the United States
Senate, and many, many others. I feel in like fashion we have also

in our hearts with all good intent made a like promise to the Lord.
And again I repeat, this is our opportunity to prove to the Lord that

promise.

Glory of the Gospel

At one of our recent conferences in one of the stakes, we asked
a young lady to tell of her experience at a national convention. She
had received lovely honors. She told the story in some detail of
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what had happened at the convention, but then as the detail of it

got wearisome to her, she took hold of the stand and seemed to

rise several inches higher as she said, "I want to bear my testimony.

That is what is on my heart." Then this youth in all her glory

expressed what her testimony meant to her.

Years have been somewhat many in my life. I'm easily up to

the top of the crest, but I challenge myself with you, the great

majority of this audience, if we do not take the opportunity that is

ours to serve him and courageously do his will, he will bring forward
a generation that will keep his commandments and prove the glory

of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Spirit of American Youth

I listened to a talented pressman a few days ago who had just

returned from Korea. He said the question was often asked of the

soldiers up in the front lines what they were fighting for. He told

only one simple incident. He said they know. Down the highway
when thousands of Koreans were evacuating a city, there came a
young fellow in a jeep. In the crowd that was hurrying on in con-
fusion was an old lady bent with age, a large bundle on her back.
The jeep stopped, the GI boy threw the bundle in, then lifted the

old lady into the seat. Down the road they went to safety. Well,
the pressman made quite a bit of that simple incident, and I believe

that I caught the spirit of it. Surely the American youth know what
they are fighting for. God bless them with courage when they re-

turn home, that they will take their place and do their best. May
the destiny that is theirs to have and enjoy be with them.

Service of Missionaries

A like spirit has gone out with 5800 young men and women in-

to different parts of the world. One simple, yet to me a glorious, ex-

perience was enjoyed last month in the East Central States Mission.

As is our custom, we meet with all the missionaries as we go through
a mission. Their testimonies are truly inspiring. We are thrilled as

we listen to them. I seldom leave a meeting but what I have to hold

back my tears of pride and joy for the youth of this Church. I re-

ceived a lovely reflection of their service in one experience. A brother
came to me after the dedication of one of the little chapels in the

mission and said, "Brother Kirkham, I have been in the Church now
for about nineteen years, and I am extremely grateful for what God
has given us. The light and the truth of the gospel has truly en-
riched my life. Let me tell you how it happened."

He said: "I had a young missionary come to my home. I used
to drink a cocktail occasionally. I smoked freely; but the young chap,

clean, sweet in his nature, and in his appearance so delightful, came
to our place and told us that he had something for us. I called Mother
in, and we sat and listened. This continued for several evenings,
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until one night when we were quite free in our conversation and felt

we knew each other quite well, I took the liberty of rolling a cigaret.

And the young man said: 'I suppose it's time that I told you about
another great principle of the Latter-day Saints.' He said, 'I want to

read you what we call the Word of Wisdom,' and he started to

read to me. I had taken the cigaret out of my mouth and, as this

young chap read this Word of Wisdom, something happened to me.

I found myself trying to crush that thing in my fingers. I felt the

fire once but held my nerve and kept crushing it, and I said, as now I

say to you, Brother Kirkham, he spoke the truth. This boy brought
me a message from God and cleared up my life."

Accept Opportunties

Well, these opportunities are also ours. Just over the fence from
where we live is someone waiting to hear us speak the word. Con-
sider the way we accept our opportunities in citizenship. Yes, I ap-

peal to every Latter-day Saint: Vote—it's one of the high privileges

of your American citizenship. Bear your testimony every opportunity

that comes to you. "Stand up and be counted with the Lord."

God bless us and help us that these great hours may to us be
great realities and opportunities. May it be said of us, "Much was
given to you; much was expected; and you did your part." God bless

us and be with us that we may make of our glorious religion a reality.

In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER JOHN A. WIDTSOE
Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

I confess, my brethren and sisters, that the call to occupy this

position this afternoon is somewhat unexpected. I am to give the

Church of the Air sermon next Sunday morning. It was intimated

that because of that appointment I would not be asked to speak from
this stand. So I have no special message in my heart. I suppose I'll

have to depend upon the Lord. That is good practice for Latter-day
Saints.

I am always happy to bear my testimony to my brethren and
sisters that this is the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. I rejoice in

it; I know it to be true. The truth of it has lightened my life and has
given happiness to me and to my family. That I can say always to

my brethren and my sisters.

Year of Anniversaries

This has been a year of anniversaries. A short time ago, with-
in the last few weeks, the President of the Church went to Ha-
waii to celebrate the coming of the gospel to those islands one hun-
dred years ago. You have read of what happened there. He men-
tioned it briefly himself this morning in his address.


