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I am very glad I made it this far. At the opening session of

the conference President Smith said this was a beautiful picture, and
it certainly is a magnificent sight, but I would like to have some of

you brethren looking at it now.
My dear brothers and sisters, you of the radio audience, and you

who are following the conference on television, I am grateful for

the privilege of attending this conference in this house which was
dedicated to the service of the Lord. Nevertheless, I always fear

and tremble as I stand here, and I will be very grateful if I might
have an interest in your faith and prayers, because I know I need
the Lord now—I need him always. I confess that I have waited upon
the Lord. I believe I know my limitations. I have prayed, and I

have wanted to be humble, and I believe my soul is bowed.

Tribute to President Richards

I, too, would like to pay tribute at this time to President George
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F. Richards. I am very grateful to my Father in heaven that I had the

privilege of knowing him intimately. He loved this people. He
loved this Church; and the people loved him. These conferences

were a great comfort to his soul, and he, in turn, always gave us

beautiful and wise counsel. He was truly one of God's noblemen.

I am particularly grateful for a blessing that I received at his hands,

and I sincerely pray to my Father in heaven that he will never permit

me to forget that choice blessing.

I had a birthday a few days ago, a month after the passing of

President George F. Richards, and on the day of my birthday I

received a letter signed by President George F. Richards, written

in his own handwriting, that his good wife had kept and mailed

to me the day before my birthday. He had written that letter just

the day before he died. I shall always treasure that letter, and in

it he gives me some advice that I need.

This great tabernacle that we are meeting in now was com-
menced in the year 1863, nearly a hundred years ago. The Lord
inspired the brethren to build this house, and it was first used for a

general conference such as this in the year 1867, and it was dedi-

cated as a house of the Lord.

Conferences Strengthen Spiritually

Spiritually I am strengthened as I attend these great confer-

ences of the Church. The Lord revealed to the Brethren that con-

ferences should be held, both general conference and stake con-
ference, so that we could be spiritually strengthened and instructed

in our duties.

It is very good to be here to worship God, our Eternal Father,

together. We are here for no other purpose. We have no selfish

interests. We come here to thank our Father in heaven for the

blessings that we enjoy as a people. We come here and unite our
faith, and when all of us together can unite our faith humbly, then
the Spirit of the Lord is here in rich abundance. It is good to be
here and pray together, and when we say "Amen" to these prayers,

we have prayed together, and the prayers have been so beautiful and
strengthening. It is good to be here and sing together. It is good
to be here and hear the word of the Lord as we have heard yesterday
and today and that we will hear during the remainder of the con-
ference. It is good to be here and be taught the gospel of Jesus

Christ. It is good to be here and partake of the Spirit of the Lord,

and as is stated in Genesis: "Truly this is God's house."

Missionary Letter

As we come here to be instructed and to draw near to the Lord,

I am reminded of a letter that I received the other day from a nephew
of mine who is on a mission over in Finland. Brother Stephen L
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Richards had just been there and spoken to these missionaries, and
I would like to quote from a paragraph in this missionary's letter.

Last week it was a real privilege to hear Apostle Stephen L Richards
and also to see and feel the example that he is, the spirit which he radi-

ates. I sometimes am afraid these Apostles of God which live in our midst
today may not be appreciated for what they really are. Many people do
not realize that these men are truly Apostles of God in the same sense

of the word that Peter, James, and John were Apostles of God, our Father.

This great Apostle who was inspired of the Lord stood in front of us this

day and told us about the things of our Father in heaven, and I shall never
forget one thing that he said to us: "The things of men are understood
by the spirit of men, and the things of God are understood by the spirit

of God."

Lord Inspires Leaders

I, too, know and bear testimony that every one of these Apostles

is truly an Apostle of God, our Eternal Father. I want to bear testi-

mony in all humility that I know that the Lord inspires his leaders.

Many times I have seen decisions made that for the moment I could

not understand nor could I comprehend, but it was only days, yes,

only hours, until I knew that the decisions that had been made were
truly the decisions inspired of our Father in heaven.

I am grateful for the privilege I have of living in this day and
age when the gospel has been restored. I am grateful for a little

old grandfather who in his youth accepted the gospel in far-off Den-
mark. I am grateful that the Spirit of the Lord came into his bosom
and told him that it was true. I am grateful that he had the courage
and that he listened to that spirit. He had to leave his native land,

his parents, and his brothers and sisters, never again to see them;
but oh, how he loved the Lord, and how the Lord blessed him all

the days of his life.

Mission of Prophet Joseph

I am grateful for the mission of the Prophet Joseph. I am grate-

ful that he read that passage of scripture because he lacked wisdom.
He was confused. He read that passage of scripture that we ought
to read today and practise:

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all

men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.
But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. (James 1:5-6.)

He believed in God, and he went into the Sacred Grove, a natural
place for him to go and kneel down and pray, just back of his

father's home. I don't suppose we can ever imagine how he must
have felt when God and his Son appeared to him. He saw them;
they spoke to him; and as a result of that great event, one of the
great events of the ages, it has been made possible for you and
me to be members of the Church of God, our Eternal Father. I am
grateful for our parents and our grandparents who had that faith,
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who did not have the learning of men, but oh, they had the faith of

God. Their testimony was indeed strong. Yes, if we lack wisdom,
let us ask of God. He has promised us if we would seek after

him, we would truly find him. I know that God hears and answers
prayers. I can confess humbly, publicly, that I know I would not

be able to do my work if the Lord withheld from me his blessings

in response to my petitions and my prayers. God has said: "Pray
always, and I will pour out my blessings upon you." Yes, he has
said,

Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat
in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if

I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing,

that there shall not be room enough to receive it. (Malachi 3:10.)

Other promises and other blessings go with all the commandments
of the Lord.

Rededication of Lives

Now as we attend these conferences, oh if we could rededicate

our lives, and put aside those things that matter little. Sometimes I

ponder over the things that I have foolishly placed value on that

mean little or nothing.

I would like to ask you, "When are you the happiest?" You're
the happiest when you are trying your best to serve the Lord with
all your heart, with all your might, and with all your strength. And
I would like to ask you when you're the most unhappy? You're the

most unhappy when you fail to do those things that the Lord has
commanded you to do. Happiness, true happiness, comes from
serving the Lord every day as best you can, trying just a little harder
today than you did yesterday.

It is marvelous to be associated with the Latter-day Saints. We
love you as we come to you in your wards and your stakes. You're
a great inspiration to us. Sometimes we try to encourage you, but,

oh, the comfort you bring to us from your faith and your prayers
and your encouragement to us.

Our Servicemen

Now I would like to say just one word about the servicemen.

I wish you could all have heard Brother McConkie last night at our
bishops' meeting. My heart goes out to this group of boys who have
been called away from their loved ones; who have been called away
from their wives, their farms, their businesses, their schools; many
of them wanted to go on missions. They'll not have that privilege

now, at least temporarily, but, oh, I hope that as a Church, that as

a people, not only we who have sons of our own, but that all will

unite our faith that the Lord will bless these young men. They
didn't bring this on themselves. They go because it is their duty
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to their country. They don't like war; they don't like hatred; and
they don't like killing. But they are called into the service of their

country. Many of them have just been married, some of them only

married a couple of years, some of them only a short time. They
are entitled to live and to love and to rear their families and build

their homes. It would not matter so much if it were some of the

rest of us who have nearly lived our lives; but may our faith and
prayers go out to these young men. Pray for them diligently, for,

as Brother Bowen said this morning, "If this Church could unite

our faith, if we can humble ourselves and petition the Lord regularly

that these boys may be blessed, I'm sure that God will look down
in his tender mercy upon them." May we pray every day of our

lives, pray harder than we have ever prayed before that God in

his mercy will stay the hand of the leaders of nations, that this

conflict may not become a dreadful conflict that could ruin thousands
and millions of innocent young men, leave many widows, and many
children fatherless.

Letters of Encouragement

May we write to those young men diligently. May we promise
them that we are praying for them with all the faith and prayer and
testimony that we can muster. It isn't enough that we leave that

just to the parents of these boys. Surely they will write to them
nearly every day of their lives. They'll need you. They are not in

places of worship. They are in an environment that is not good,

and you know it, and I know it; so when we know that, is it asking

too much that we exercise our faith and our prayers in their behalf

that they can come back, that they can yet have the privilege of

living and loving and raising their families as God intended? Oh,
I am sure the Lord must not be pleased with the world conditions

of today.

Many of these young men returned from the service three or

four years ago. They didn't ever expect to be called back to the armed
services again. Some of them signed up as reserve officers, but

they did not expect to be called back into bloody conflict in just

four or five years. Many parents have already received that sad
letter which starts out "We regret to inform you." Oh, may we
pray to God Almighty, that he will spare the lives of our boys,

that they can come back and fulfil their places in the Church as

they have desired to do.

The Lord's Prayer in Korea

I did receive a ray of hope today when I read that just yesterday
the United Nations commander directed the Lord's prayer. Seldom
has the Lord's prayer been uttered in such solemnity or in such grim
surroundings. Yesterday it was spoken in a battered Korean capital,

in the legislative halls where glass came tinkling down from the
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wrecked dome at intervals, and where the galleries were guarded,

where they kept close watch in all directions, and where the Korean
guards stood outside, draped in grenades. They themselves were
walking bombs. The leader of the Lord's prayer yesterday was
General Douglas MacArthur. He stood behind the speaker's desk
on the speaker's platform, with light showing the gravity of his

lean physique. Before him the congregation at this place of thanks-

giving consisted of brass hats in army uniforms; haggard, unshaven
marines and soldiers; and many weary-looking war correspondents

and other people. The war air was tainted with smoke and death;

smashed and burning buildings stood along the streets; columns of

reverse refugees were now trying to find home. Then Douglas
MacArthur came to that part of his address where he was about
to read the Lord's prayer, and he hesitated for a very long solemn
moment, and then that great man raised his hands and stood up
and asked everybody to quote the Lord's prayer, and he stated, "In
humble and devout manifestation of gratitude to Almighty God for

bringing this decisive victory to our arms, I ask that all present
rise and join me in reciting the Lord's prayer." There was the

rumbling shuffle of many rising to their feet such as you might hear
in a great church. Off came the camouflaged helmets, the canvas
hats, the navy caps, the snappy, blue air-force hats—all were bowed
as they repeated the Lord's prayer. It was truly the act of a Chris-

tian gentleman. Oh, that that same spirit, that same confidence in

God, our Eternal Father, could be in the hearts of all men who are
holding responsible positions!

I bear you my testimony that I know that God lives. I know
that the spirit of the Holy Ghost is understandable. I know that it

is clear. I know that we can hear it if we will only try and listen

to it as it speaks to us. And in closing, I would like to give my favor-

ite little quotation:

Oh, the joy and comfort that comes from feeling safe with a group
like you, having neither to weigh my thoughts nor measure my words,
but pouring them out from my heart, just as I have today, chaff and grain

together, feeling certain that some kind friend here will accept what's
worth keeping and with a breath of kindness, blow the rest away.

God bless you, I pray, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Deseret Stake Choir and the congregation sang the hymn,
"How Firm A Foundation," Elder J. Spencer Cornwall conducting.

President J. Reuben Clark, Jr.:

Elder Henry D. Moyle, of the Council of the Twelve, will now
speak to us. Elder Delbert Leon Stapley, newly sustained mem-
ber of the Council of the Twelve, will follow Elder Moyle.


