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will be found recorded there and those we love, not one missing,

I pray, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Tabernacle Choir Male Chorus sang "The Long Day
Closes," after which President A. Hale Holgate of the Duchesne
Stake offered the benediction.

CHURCH OF THE AIR

The Church of the Air broadcast was presented Sunday morning,
October 1, from 8:30 to 9:00 over radio station KSL and the Colum-
bia Broadcasting System.

The Tabernacle Choir, under the leadership of J. Spencer Corn-
wall, furnished the music for this service. Elder Alexander Schreiner
was at the organ. Richard L. Evans was the announcer.

Announcer: The Church of the Air is presented by CBS so

that men of different faiths may bring their messages to a nationwide
congregation of worshipers. Today's service comes to you from the

Tabernacle on Temple Square, through the facilities of Station KSL
in Salt Lake City. The speaker will be Dr. John A. Widsoe, a mem-
ber of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles of the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints. The title of Elder Widtsoe's talk is:

Be of Good Courage. Music is provided by the Tabernacle Choir
under the direction of J. Spencer Cornwall with Alexander Schreiner

at the organ.

The service opens with a sacred song by Bach: "My Faith Is

Still Secure and Still I Love my God."

The Choir sang: "My Faith Is Still Secure"—Bach.

Announcer: We shall now hear on this Church of the Air service,

Dr. John A. Widtsoe, scientist, educator, and author, and a member
of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles of the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints. Dr. Widtsoe has titled his talk: Be of Good
Courage.

ELDER JOHN A. WIDTSOE

Dear Radio Friends: Our day is one of much confusion, un-

certainty and fear. This unhappy condition is world-wide. Too many
mature people look with sincere longing upon the past; youth on the

threshold of life's activity are inclined to view the future with

distrust. There is a feeling of helplessness in the air. The enthusiasms

of life are vanishing.

This is neither natural nor normal. It darkens the day and
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clouds our every task. It develops slavery to unknown, dreaded
forces. It is destructive of human joy.

This should not be so. The new world, our world, made one by
audible, visual and physical communication, and by the free inter-

change of personal opinion, should yield days of such satisfactions

as have not been known before.

There is evil in the world, ever designing to destroy humanity.
That goes without saying. Evil offered itself to the first man; it will

pound, however uselessly, on the ears of the last. Evil forces, in

whatever disguise, must be fought, desperately if needs be, and
brought to their knees; else life's sweetness will disappear. This
battle between right and wrong, between good and bad, has been
waged, and often has raged, through the generations of time, and
will continue to the end.

Normal men, made in the image of God, have always accepted
cheerfully the challenge of evil as a part of life. The battle really has
given zest to existence. Moreover, and this gives courage to weak
man, history records that in every struggle evil has gradually been
defeated and at length has been beaten down.

Incarnate evil, despite its assiduous endeavors, has always lost

ground. Finally victory has been on the side of right.

Thereby has come man's marvelous conquest over surrounding
forces, and the steady improvement in the last few hundred years

of the conditions of the human race. Always, if on the side of right-

eousness, man has managed to banish the gilded tyranny of evil.

Yet, despite the lessons of the past, fear, unnecessary fear, lurks

in many human breasts. What of tomorrow? is shouted by the

forces of evil. In the consequent din is forgotten the glorious pro-

mise that "Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof." (Matt. 6:34)
Forgotten also is the ancient truth that fear is the devil's first and
chief weapon. Make a man or a nation afraid, and his strength,

like that of Samson shorn of his locks, is gone. He is no longer

useful in the work of the world. He becomes a tool of the unholy
forces which seek to destroy mankind.

Gideon, mighty man of ancient Israel, was called to rescue his

people from a seven-year oppression by the Midianites and associat-

ed people. He raised therefore an army of thirty-two thousand men to

fight the enemy. But in those days, as in ours, battles were won not

by numbers but by men of quality. So he was commanded to proclaim

:

"Whosoever is fearful and afraid let him return. And there

returned of the people twenty and two thousand . .
."— (Judges 7:3)

It was a high percentage. It is probably as high in the world
today. Nevertheless Gideon's army was stronger because the faith-

ful ones were left. Fear never fails to lead a man or a group of people

to weakness and to ultimate failure.

The fears of man are legion. They float to the surface from
submerged corners in our consciousness. They are often the pro-

ducts of our imagination.
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Really what have we to fear? Physical destruction perhaps, first.

We are naturally afraid of pain. We look with dread, for example,
upon the A-bomb, and the theoretical H-bomb, and other devices of
somewhat lesser horror, produced by the misuse of powers placed in

the hands of man. At the worst, their effects will be local, and mini-
mized as the commonsense of the nations develops.

The frequent, recent fear arises that a day may come when the

whole world will be annihilated by an atomic chain reaction. That
is an idle fear. It is not yet within the power of man and may never
be. The earth is old; the stars in the sky made of earth-like elements
are old. Earth and stars have long hung in space. The universe is

not going to explode into atomic rays—not in our day—of that we
may be certain. That fear is groundless and with the accompanying
dread should be cast out.

Civilized man needs food and clothing and shelter. In the

turmoil of the new day, he fears that he may be deprived of these ne-
cessities. He forgets that the earth has not changed, except in spots.

As the seasons come and go, the needs of man will be supplied by
mother earth as in the past, if man does his part. It is easy to awaken
a fear; as easy to banish it if reasonable thinking is used.

Then there is the fear of other men—people with the wrong con-
ception of life, to whom a neighbor is but a tool with which to pro-

tect themselves, often to satisfy their lusts. To them life has no
meaning beyond the flesh of the day. They do not know the spiritual

world, which is the greater and more powerful world. Such travelers

in the muck of life promise much to gain their ends, but keep no
promise. Such men are more dangerous than material weapons,
however horrible.

Usually evil philosophies use evil material tools. The great

danger in these philosophies is, however, that they simulate truth.

They are deceiving; and by their deceit often secure as adherents

otherwise honest people. We should for our protection uncover
these masked devils.

Here also, fear is futile. Righteous men if united are masters of

their generation and can and should cast out all such fears, and
should sternly set about to root out such weeds of existence. False

teachings fall before truth.

It would be better for man's happiness to substitute for such

fears a proper control of the use of his powers, whether of his

natural endowment, or those that have been discovered by the

patient searchers for truth.

For example, there should be less glibness about the use of atomic

energy in warfare, and more about its possible use in peaceful arts.

More should be said about the futility of war with its devilish de-

struction of human life and property. More should be said about the

nobility of man, and his possible Godlike approach when he uses

his time, talents and power to supply natural human needs. When-
ever that is done, much fear will disappear. More should be said
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about the good earth and its willingness to yield bountifully to

man's toil.

An evil philosophy of life can best be stifled when it is given
no corner in the discussions of men. Clubs would do better to dis-

cuss the principles of our own free government than the remote
doctrine of an ancient poet. Whether fear shall engulf us or not is a
matter in our own hands.

Men who lay aside fear become the masters of the day.

It is a pity that many who allow themselves to fear seek refuge in

the temporary forgetfulness that follows the satisfaction of un-
natural appetites. Instead of a wise and intelligent approach to the
apparently difficult problems of life, multitudes have turned to

nerve-whipping drugs, which often have become daily companions,
or to the shame of immorality, or to the mania of chance. To such
persons, fear may temporarily be lost in the brutality or sinful indul-

gences, but it remains under cover to poison the full joy of life.

There is no happy future for mankind, no removal of fear, while in

the society of sin.

More terribly fear-begetting is the doctrine that the world in

which we live is purposeless.

Freedom from fear comes only when the earth and all upon it are

conceived to be expressions of a mighty divine purpose. The unhappy
ones of this age, which is full of possible joy, usually can see no pur-

pose in life. That is a great calamity, perhaps the greatest in human
lives. The Lord placed his children on earth in his love for them and
for their good. They are here in harmony with this mighty divine

purpose.

Our purposeful world is under the direction of the Lord. It

cannot be conceived that the Master would place his children on
earth and then forget them! That is not the method of Divinity.

Chance does not rule in the heavens or on earth. Men who harbor
fear may rest assured that in the providences of the Lord, righteous-

ness will triumph on earth. The Lord's purposes will prevail. That
knowledge drives out fear. The highest attainable joy of man, of

any man, is the certainty that he lives in a purposeful world made
for his good. Fear cannot dwell with such a faith.

Those who do not believe in a purposeful world are to be
pitied. They cast God out of their lives. They are atheists, creatures

without home or anchorage. Thrown back upon themselves, upon their

own weak powers, with no help but that of men, such persons are

unspeakably lonely. Fears overtake them, and force them to seek

unnatural excitements. The convictions of such men rest upon in-

secure foundations. They cannot be safely followed.

The confusion and contention, the uncertainty in the world,

come from the failure to take God into partnership in the acts of our

daily lives. We must battle for the right, if needs be. Give evil no
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quarter, To put trust in God, when we have done our best, is the
final refuge of mortal man. Men must give heed to God's voice, as
heard through the centuries. If that is done, all is well; but when the

Lord is forgotten, disaster overflows the world.

All who have fear in their hearts should turn willingly to him
who created the earth and all upon it. The wise ones of old have
warned us. When ancient Israel was depressed, as many are today,

Moses spoke to them:

Be strong and of good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them:
for the Lord thy God, He it is that doth go with thee; He will not fail

thee, nor forsake thee.— (Deuteronomy 31:6.)

And David, king of Israel, completed the thought:

Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and He shall strengthen thine

heart: wait, I say, on the Lord.— (Psalms 27:14).

Though all this is true, all who seek to drive away fear, must
be active in the battle. Evil, the cause of fear, will turn to good only
as righteousness prevails. The Lord will solve all earthly problems
only as man makes himself worthy of divine help. Men must be
"anxiously engaged in a good cause," the cause of the Lord.

We must be vocal in our opposition to evil; we must be eager

to cast evil out from among us. In the home circle, in our churches,

in our places of toil, wherever we walk and talk, as members of

society and as citizens of our land, we must stand as enemies of

evil. There must be no yielding to the whisperings from the dun-
geons of existence. Then the Lord will add his power and his bless-

ings; fear will flee.

We need everywhere throughout our sunlit land men who are

strong enough for righteousness to face the enemy.

When Gideon of old was left with only ten thousand unafraid

men, other tests were given this remainder of his large army. Gid-
eon could take no chances. The cause, the freedom of his people,

was too great. So he watched his men.

When the army, marching in the heat of the day, crossed a

creek, some loitered, took their time, lay down to drink; others, how-
ever, only three hundred of the ten thousand, eager to meet the

enemy could not wait; they merely cupped their hands and drank as

they marched hurriedly along. They caused no delay. These three

hundred became Gideon's army; the others were sent home. With
these three hundred Gideon won glorious victories.

With such men, in any day, every fear vanishes.

The feeling of depression that bows down many of our people

today should be replaced by a song of courageous gladness. The Lord
is at the helm. Therefore, we should be full of courage. Our task is to

keep the law of the Lord, to reject every evil offering, and to assist

eagerly in the solution of present-day problems. Then we can safely
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trust the future. Then we shall no longer be afraid. Those who then
may suffer will be those who will not do these things.

In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.

The Choir then sang: "Awake Ye Saints"—Stephens

Organ interlude.

Music: Theme—Organ and humming choir: "Sweet Is the

Work."

Announcer: Time and facilities for the Church of the Air are

provided without charge by the Columbia network and its affiliated

stations, and in the same spirit the participants give their services.

The congregational singing of the Conference was directed b>

J. Spencer Cornwall, Conductor, and Richard P. Condie, Assistant

Conductor of the Tabernacle Choir.

The Salt Lake Tabernacle Choir was in attendance at the

Sunday sessions and presented musical numbers at those meetings.

J. Spencer Cornwall conducted the singing of the Choir.

The Salt Lake Tabernacle Male Chorus, J. Spencer Cornwall,

conductor, furnished the choral numbers for the General Priesthood

meeting, Saturday evening, September 30.

The Choir singing for the Friday morning and afternoon ses-

sions, September 29, was by the Combined Chorus of Relief So-
ciety Singing Mothers from the Cache and Salt Lake City Stakes,

with Florence Jepperson Madsen conducting, and with Elder Frank
W. Asper at the organ.

The Choir singing for the Saturday morning and afternoon ses-

sions, September 30, was by the Deseret Stake Choir, Elder Ladd
R. Cropper, director, Elder Roy M. Darley at the organ.

The music of the Tabernacle Choir and Organ Broadcast Sun-
day morning, 9:00 to 9:30 as also the music for the Church of the

Air broadcast was directed by J. Spencer Cornwall. Alexander
Schreiner was at the organ, and the spoken word was by Richard L.

Evans.
Accompaniments and interludes on the great organ were played

by Alexander Schreiner and Frank W. Asper.

Stenographic notes of the Conference were taken by Frank
W. Otterstrom and Joseph Anderson.

Joseph Anderson
Clerk of the Conference


