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for the kindness which he has inspired others to extend unto us, both
here and in Germany. May the Lord bless you, may the Lord bless

the dear Saints in Germany, that they may have the things which
they so much desire, and which they so much deserve, I pray in the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER CLIFFORD E. YOUNG
Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

My brethren and sisters, this has been a most impressive con-

ference. I think in my experience I have never 'attended one more
impressive, and it has been my privilege to attend conferences since

the passing of President Woodruff when vacancies have been filled

in the presidency of the Church. I remember President Woodruff
well. He knew me by my first name, largely because my father at-

tended him professionally, and it was my privilege to drive my fa-

ther from place to place as a boy. So, I say, in my recollection I

never remember a more impressive conference.

Gospel Brings Peace

It's a great pleasure and a privilege and a blessing to be here

and to feel the warmth of the hearts of the people. Although there

has been a shadow of sorrow in all of our hearts, yet there has been
that peace that comes to the human soul through the gospel of

Jesus Christ. We are all striving for peace, and we wonder how
it's going to come. I sometimes think we look upon it as sort of a

tangible thing and perhaps there are some tangible aspects to it, but
in a larger sense, it is most intangible. I think we were conscious

of that yesterday as we assembled in this room paying our respects

and showing our love to our great leader. As we sat here, I couldn't

help but think, here we are evidencing peace in the world. Our
hearts are free from strife; that's what peace means. We have noth-
ing but love and kindness one toward another, and regardless of

creed, regardless of color, and there were many here yesterday,
who are not of the white race, we were all dedicated to one purpose
and that was peace and love. It's true, that was inspired by our
leader, but leaders can do that, and they will do it, and peace will

come through the inspiration of men whom God will raise up and
who will establish in the hearts of men, because of their righteous
lives, these great concepts of peace.

Peace Through Suffering

And then, too, we had another most striking experience as we
sat here. We listened to that lovely blind woman. Sister Jones, pay
her tribute, one from whom the beauties of this world have been shut

out—I mean the tangible beauties. I couldn't help thinking of it as
I saw those beautiful flowers. She couldn't see them; she can't see
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the shadows of a fleeting day or the rising sun, or these dehcate lihes.

Tennyson, you know, it was, as he was going along one time, seeing
a httle flower in a crannied wall, said:

"'' Flower in the crannied wall,,

I pluck you out of the crannies,

I hold you here, root and all, in my hand.
Little flower—but if I could understand
What you are, root and all, and all in all,

I should know what God and man is.

This lovely girl can't see those flowers. But she does see some-
thing, my brothers and sisters, beyond what you and I see. She
has a perception of beauty; she has peace in her soul; she has some-
thing Christ-like that God exemplified, and it brings home the fact

that there is great wisdom in the experience of suffering and sorrow,
and it's in that suffering and sorrow that we acquire these divine
attributes. God understood it; he didn't let the cup pass when Jesus
supplicated that it might. He knew. And so, some have to go
through life missing some of the tangible things you and I enjoy, but
partaking of some of those intangibles that transcend them all. We
had a great lesson here yesterday, not only of how peace may come
into the human soul, but also of how men and w^omen exemplify the
teachings of our Lord and Savior ad the great virtues of love and
sacrifice.

Story of Blind Woman
I remember many years ago of reading, I believe it was in the

old Juvenile Instructor, a beautiful story, and it has stayed with me
all these years. It is said that on one occasion President Young left

his home, over where the Bee Hive House stands, and started down
State Street. There used to be a stream of water, part of City
Creek, flow down the street, and the sidewalk, such as it was, or

the trail, meandered along this ditch; and as President Young was
making his way down he saw coming up the trail an old lady with
a cane, following her way along the ditch. She couldn't see. In

the goodness of his heart President Young stopped and, taking her
by the hand, he said, "My dear sister, God bless you. Let the light

of the gospel be the light that shines beyond the rays of the setting

sun." It's the gospel of Christ that brings peace to all of us and
as was said here, appropriately, the reason that we could feel it so
impressively yesterday is because we were paying tribute to one
who had exemplified these divine virtues.

Exercise of Agency

And so, brethren and sisters, there is hope for all of us. There's
hope for this suffering world. President Clark called our attention

last night to one very potent thing, however: namely, that we can
lose our agency. We have the agency to make these things pos-
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sible; we also have the agency to lose them because God, in giving

his promises to his children, has not taken it from us. We have
the right to do, or not to do, and we have the right to establish right-

eousness. We have the will to do it or the will not to do it. Therein
lies the great danger, and if we fail, or if failure occurs, it will be
because of us who know better. But we have great hope as we
visualize what has happened these last hundred years. Someone has
said that one man alone with a message of peace and righteousness

can revolutionize the world. The Prophet Joseph stood alone a

hundred and twenty years ago. Today v/e number 1,100,000 peo-
ple, and that's not counting the hundreds and thousands who have
passed to the other side. It merely illustrates what one man alone

can do. Jesus stood alone when he stood before Pilate, even Peter

had deserted him—he knew him not, he said, and thus Jesus stood

alone. One man alone can give hope and life and vitality to this

world. And one man stood alone a hundred and twenty years ago,

and today we're the recipients of his great message of eternal truth,

I bear you my testimony, my brothers and sisters, again thank-

ing my Heavenly Father for the blessings of the gospel of Jesus

Christ and for the peace that it brings to the human soul, and I do
it in the name of Jesus. Amen.

President David O. McKay

We have just listened to Elder Clifford E. Young, one of the

Assistants to the Council of the Twelve. We have a few moments
to hear a brief report from Elder Arwell L. Pierce, formerly Presi-

dent of the Mexican Mission of the Church. He is now^ coming
forward and will speak to us for a few minutes.

ELDER ARWELL L. PIERCE
;

Former President o[ the Mexican Mission

My Brothers and Sisters, this is a humbling experience for me.

I have been coming to this Tabernacle, to attend conferences, for the

past 47 years. The first time was in 1904 when I came to Salt Lake
City to be set apart as a missionary to Mexico. A few years later I

came here in my callings as Branch President and as Bishop in El

Paso, Texas, and as a member of the Juarez Stake Presidency. Also
during the more than seven and a half years Sister Pierce and I pre-

sided over the Mexican Mission, we came frequently to these

General Conferences where we received instruction and inspiration

to help us with our work. This is however the first time I have ever

spoken in a General Conference. Sister Pierce and I are thankful
for the privilege we had of living in Mexico City, and of laboring

in many places in the Republic of Mexico, as well as in the Central
American republics doing missionary work for the Church.


