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The answer given to them was "to bring forth the cause of Zion."
That is our work, to estabhsh Zion, to build up the kingdom of God,
to preach the gospel to every creature in the world, that not one
soul may be overlooked where there is the possibility for us to

present unto him the truth.

As we have heard during this conference, we are all going to

be judged according to our works, every soul. I have often thought
of my place and responsibility in this Church. What a dreadful
thing it would be to be going forth to teach, to lead men, to guide
them into something that wasn't true. I think the greatest crime in

all this world is to lead men and women, the children of God, away
from the true principles. We see in the world today philosophies of

various kinds, tending to destroy faith, faith in God, faith in the
principles of the gospel. What a dreadful thing that is.

The Lord says if we labor all our days and save but one soul,

how great will be our joy with him; on the other hand how great

will be our sorrow and our condemnation if through our acts we
have led one soul away from this truth.

Testimony

Again I bear my testimony to you. I know that God lives. I

know that Jesus Christ is the Only Begotten Son in the flesh of our
Father, the great Elohim whom we worship. I have perfect faith

in the mission of the Prophet Joseph Smith and those who have
succeeded him.

I know that we have the truth of the everlasting gospel of

Jesus Christ, just as well as I know that I stand here before you.
If I did not know it, I wouldn't want to be here or have anything to

do with this work. But I know it in every fibre of my body. God
has revealed it to me. May the Lord bless us all I pray in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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My brothers and sisters, I begin by bearing again my testimony
that this is the work of the Lord, that Joseph Smith is a prophet,

that those who have followed afterward have been his prophets,

and that the one whom we have sustained is the ninth in regular

succession, as a prophet, seer, and revelator to this Church and to

the world.

I know that Jesus is the Christ, the Redeemer of the world.

I know that he is the first fruits of the resurrection, and that by and
through him we are redeemed from the Fall, and thus able to over-

come the results of the Fall and get back into the presence of our

Heavenly Father.
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I thank President McKay for his kindly words about myself.

I thank you for your sustaining votes, and I earnestly pray that I

may be the beneficiary of your prayers as time shall go on, and that

I may be able to do the things which I am supposed to do with an

eye single to the glory of our Heavenly Father.

'

'

Pledge of Devoted Service

In the service of the Lord, it is not where you serve but how.
In the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, one takes the

place to which one is duly called, which place one neither seeks nor

declines. I pledge to President McKay and to President Richards
the full loyal devoted service to the tasks that may come to me to

the full measure of my strength and my abilities, and so far as they

will enable me to perform them, however inadequate I may be.

May the Lord help me so to serve, to serve President McKay
and President Richards and to serve the Lord, all for the advance-
ment of his work. This I humbly pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.

PRESIDENT STEPHEN L RICHARDS

First Counselor in the First Presidency

I call upon the Lord to come to my rescue in this, the most try-

ing hour of my life. It reaches beyond my understanding to know
why I have been privileged in the providence of God to stand before

you, my brethren and sisters of the Church, in the capacity in which
I have this day been presented to you.

Friendship of Great Man

For more than forty-five years I have had a great man as a

friend. I don't know how I have deserved his friendship as he has

given it to me. His friendship has been one of the main factors of

encouragement in my life. My association with him has brought
more richness into my life and my experience than any other as-

sociation outside that of my own flesh and blood.

This great man has stimulated me in times of discouragement
to go forward and give the best I could to this work. I shall never
live long enough to pay the debt of gratitude I owe my friend. I

respond to his call with the deepest humility, with a great sense of

inadequacy, but with an obligation to give to him my best.

Devotion of Willard Richards

One of the few ways in which I can account for this which has

transpired lies in another friendship. My grandfather, Willard
Richards, was an intimate and close friend of the Prophet Joseph
Smith. I am honored to learn and to know that the Prophet prized


