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The congregation sang the hymn, "High on the Mountain Top."
Elder Walter Miller, formerly President of the Western

Canadian Mission, offered the opening prayer.

President David O. McKay:

All please join now in singing: "Do What Is Right." We shall

be pleased to have any groups and individuals who are listening in

join with us.

Singing by the congregation, "Do What Is Right."

President David O. McKay:

Our first speaker this afternoon will be Elder ElRay L. Christian-

sen, president of the Logan Temple, president of the East Cache
Stake, and sustained this morning as an Assistant to the Twelve.
Brother Christiansen will be followed by Brother John Long den.

ELDER ELRAY L. CHRISTIANSEN
Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

My brothers and sisters: In spite of the many kindly and sincere

words of commendation and confidence that have been spoken to

me in the past two hours, I stand before you in the depths of

humility, and with fear and trembling do I accept this calling that

has come to me at this time. Never once have I thought that such
a great assignment would ever be given to me, but I can assure

you that inasmuch as it has come through the proper authority, I

shall do my utmost to do honor to the position and to the work that

I am assigned, and to this great Church, and to serve the Lord and
you people with all my heart and strength.

Willingness to Serve

Long ago, I promised the Lord that I stood ready to give or to

do anything and all things which he would ask of me through his

servants. I have tried to do that, and again I commit myself, in

your presence, to that course in life.

I have never yet been up against a task that was difficult for

me but what I have found the immediate and sustaining support of

my wonderful wife, and along with that, the encouragement of my
children. That support has been one of the most helpful, strengthen-
ing influences that has come to me in my life. With their help, and
with the help of the Lord we have gone along and done our best.

I remember one time, a few years ago, I was asked if I would
serve as the first counselor in the presidency of the East Cache
Stake. I already had what I thought was all I could do. I was
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given about an hour to decide whether I would or would not
accept the call. I was debating it seriously, although I knew in

my heart that I couldn't refuse. My son, my only son, was at home;
(my daughters were not at home), and after conferring with my
wife about it, I decided to call him from his room and tell him
what had happened and see what he might say. I said, "John, they
have asked me to become first counselor in the presidency of this

stake."

Before I could ask his opinion he said, "Well, you're going to

take it, aren't you?" And so I hesitated no longer. How I appreciate
that! Now that this call has come, I am sure that my family will

help me to become composed and to do my duty.

I have wondered just how long this stupor lasts when one is

called into these positions. I have felt as if I were in a daze, and it

doesn't seem to leave quickly, either.

Love for General Authorities

I have learned to love these brethren, the General Authorities
of the Church, and I have tried to sustain them, and I here pledge
that I shall sustain them continually in their work. Some of them
toured the mission with us. We were "greenhorns" at the work,
but the comfort and encouragement and assurance from these won-
derful men I shall never forget.

We sang with them as we journeyed and talked with them
intimately. They pointed out needful and useful things that we
might do, commended us on the few that we had done, but the

confidence they inspired and instilled into us was most helpful and
heartening. I can never forget that! Then the association now and
again in the transacting of the business that I have had to do with
the other brethren; their coming into our stakes; the kindness and
the wisdom that they show is beyond compare.

I am sure that they will yet be patient with me, and tolerant

and helpful. I beg this of them, along with the help of my family
which I may well expect. And, I still can look to my Father in

heaven for added support, and be assured that as he has always
done, he will continue to strengthen and help me in the work that
I am to do in his Church and kingdom.

I like that song we sang this morning, "I'll strengthen thee,

help thee, and cause thee to stand, upheld by my righteous, omnip-
otent hand." I am sure that help will be forthcoming.

Testimony

Brethren, and sisters, I have a testimony of this gospel. Were
it not so, I would not accept these assignments. I know that God
lives; that Jesus is the Christ, and that Joseph Smith was the instru-

ment in his hands to restore to the earth the gospel, the power of
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the priesthood in the last days for the last time. There is no doubt
about this in my mind, and I testify to you that it is so.

I realize that this testimony, in order to be sincere and genuine,

and any testimony which we declare, should be accompanied by
good works and by serving our Father in heaven; by doing his

will and keeping his commandments, otherwise it is merely as

sounding brass.

Two passages of scripture have helped me greatly as I have
come along through life. When I first read them, they made an
impression upon me.

Seek not for riches but for wisdom, and behold, the mysteries of God
shall be unfolded unto you, and then shall you be made rich. Behold,
he that hath eternal life is rich. (D. 6 C. 6:7.)

That helped me.

And the other one which has helped me to dedicate my time

as needed is found in the 103xd section of the Doctrine and Cove-
nants and reads:

Let no man be afraid to lay down his life for my sake; for whoso
layeth down his life for my sake shall find it again.

And whoso is not willing to lay down his life for my sake is not my
disciple. {Ibid., 103:27-28.)

I hope I shall never falter in my determination to serve him,

for I love the Lord with all my heart.

Stake Work

There are things that I would like to have finished that we
have begun in our stake. We have a 372-acre farm as a stake

welfare project, and I, along with my brethren, have had a great

deal of satisfaction out on that farm this summer, working hard and
seeing these buildings being erected and equipped to carry on our
dairy project. It has been a great thrill to be out there with the

brethren and enjoy the fellowship and the association that come
under those conditions.

W^e have some little cards that we have the brethren fill out at

the end of each day's work showing the amount of time they spend
and the type of work they do. I looked over some of those cards one
day and found one of the young elders, who was out there for the

first time, had been digging a trench part of the day and running
cement the other part. Opposite the question as to the nature of

the work done, he wrote in big letters, "Hard." Well, it has been
just that, but it has been enjoyable.

I know that this farm and the other affairs will be in good hands
because I have had wonderful help in the association of my coun-
selors, the high council and the bishoprics of the wards,—and the

brethren of the priesthood. It has been an inspiration. The work
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will go on, and I will watch it with great eagerness and with great

interest.

My work in directing the affairs of the Logan Temple has been
most satisfying and enjoyable. The devotion of those who serve

there is commendable and praiseworthy.

I must not speak longer, but I pray God to bless you, my
brothers and sisters, that we may be faithful and be counted among
those who would, if necessary, give our all for his sake as he has
given his for our sake, and that I may so be ready, I pray. And
I ask you, my friends and associates who know me so well and
know my limitations as I know them, to help me and to pray for

me. I need your prayers. May God bless us to be faithful and
true, I ask in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

We have just listened to Brother ElRay L. Christiansen, who
was sustained this morning as an Assistant to the Twelve.

Brother John Longden, who has served as bishop, high council-

man, member of the General Welfare Committee, and sustained this

morning as an Assistant to the Tw^elve, will now speak to us. He
will be followed by Eldred G. Smith, Patriarch to the Church.

ELDER JOHN LONGDEN
Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

I am still surprised, amazed, and shocked at the glorious honor
that has come to me. I assure you that I am most humble in accept-
ing this responsibility. The experience of the last seventeen or
eighteen hours I would not trade for anything of a monetary value.

President McKay called me to his home last evening, pulled
up a chair next to me, took my hand and looked me in the eyes;

there was a chill went up my spine. It was a warm chill, that I

shall never forget, and I have been impressed since with the thought
that if each member of the Church could have such an experience
as I had last evening, he would gain strength and a support the like

of which he has never experienced.

Vote of Confidence

It is consoling to know you have the vote of confidence of the
membership of the Church assembled here, I am reminded of a
story of a man who was running for the Senate in one of the
states recently. He had made what he thought was an excellent

speech, after which one who was in the audience came up and
shook his fist in his face and said, "I wouldn't vote for you if you
were Saint Peter." The would-be senator said in return, "If I


