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will go on, and I will watch it with great eagerness and with great

interest.

My work in directing the affairs of the Logan Temple has been
most satisfying and enjoyable. The devotion of those who serve

there is commendable and praiseworthy.

I must not speak longer, but I pray God to bless you, my
brothers and sisters, that we may be faithful and be counted among
those who would, if necessary, give our all for his sake as he has
given his for our sake, and that I may so be ready, I pray. And
I ask you, my friends and associates who know me so well and
know my limitations as I know them, to help me and to pray for

me. I need your prayers. May God bless us to be faithful and
true, I ask in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

We have just listened to Brother ElRay L. Christiansen, who
was sustained this morning as an Assistant to the Twelve.

Brother John Longden, who has served as bishop, high council-

man, member of the General Welfare Committee, and sustained this

morning as an Assistant to the Tw^elve, will now speak to us. He
will be followed by Eldred G. Smith, Patriarch to the Church.

ELDER JOHN LONGDEN
Assistant to the Council of the Twelve

I am still surprised, amazed, and shocked at the glorious honor
that has come to me. I assure you that I am most humble in accept-
ing this responsibility. The experience of the last seventeen or
eighteen hours I would not trade for anything of a monetary value.

President McKay called me to his home last evening, pulled
up a chair next to me, took my hand and looked me in the eyes;

there was a chill went up my spine. It was a warm chill, that I

shall never forget, and I have been impressed since with the thought
that if each member of the Church could have such an experience
as I had last evening, he would gain strength and a support the like

of which he has never experienced.

Vote of Confidence

It is consoling to know you have the vote of confidence of the
membership of the Church assembled here, I am reminded of a
story of a man who was running for the Senate in one of the
states recently. He had made what he thought was an excellent

speech, after which one who was in the audience came up and
shook his fist in his face and said, "I wouldn't vote for you if you
were Saint Peter." The would-be senator said in return, "If I
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were Saint Peter, I wouldn't need your vote because you wouldn't

be in my district."

I am grateful that I am in your district, brothers and sisters,

and that I have had the privilege for about a year and a half of

coming into some of the stakes and partaking of your spirit and
fine hospitality and kindness. This gives me strength to face the

task ahead.
If my life is of no value to my friends, I assure you that it is

of no value to me. Sister Longden and I have said many times,

that we would hke to die with our boots on in the service of the

Lord.

Testimony

I have a testimony of this gospel, that it is the gospel of Jesus
Christ, that his Church is restored to the earth in its fulness. I am
grateful for that testimony. I am grateful for faith in a divine, living,

personal God. I am grateful for faith in the divine mission of Jesus

Christ. I am grateful for faith that his gospel has been restored in

its fulness. I am grateful for faith in the divine mission of the
Prophet Joseph Smith.

And most of all I am grateful that there is a spirit burning
within me that tells me that these men whom we have sustained

today are our leaders; that they are divine; they are men chosen
of our Heavenly Father through his Son Jesus Christ to lead us in

this the Dispensation of the Fulness of Times, and that they lead
us with love and kindness. I bear you witness and testimony that

if we will do the things that these men whom we have sustained

counsel us in, we will have no need to fear.

Gratitude for Blessings

I am grateful for a loving wife, one who has overlooked my
shortcomings, errors, and mistakes, and has been most patient with
me now for twenty-seven years. I am grateful for two lovely

daughters that we have been permitted to rear thus far, one who
three days ago bore a son. I am grateful for these blessings.

Everything I have I owe to this Church. How grateful I am
that the missionaries came and sought out my parents in England
some sixty years ago, and that they listened to their warning voice.

Let the Spirit of the Savior be in our hearts whether we are
working in the shop, or whether we are in school. You young
people need not be ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ. I don't

care what you might be doing by way of earning your livelihood.

As you testify of his goodness, he verily will bless you. And so I

realize as I stand before you today that in and of myself I could
accomplish nothing, but I understand the scriptures, and I believe

it was the Savior speaking to Nephi when he said he would not
command anything of his children unless he prepared the way and
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made it possible for them to accomplish those things. I have faith

in that teaching of the Savior. I know with your help, with your
love, with your prayers and faith that I will be able to accomplish

the bit which I have been called upon to fulfill.

May God's choice blessings be upon us, may we have the

spirit of love in our homes as we were exhorted this morning.

Experience at School

I recall a glorious experience just a few months ago in taking

a group of young junior high school students to the deaf and
dumb school in Ogden. It was a thrilling experience to see a
patient teacher with children seven and eight years of age who
could not hear and could not speak, yet with the aid of the child's

hand upon the teacher's throat, a mirror in front of them, and with
an arm around that child, she was able through the vibrations to

teach some sentences. They were these (a lesson to the world in

this time of turmoil and confusion): "I love God," "I love father."

"I love mother." "I love my neighbor." To me that was the action

of the commandment of Jesus Christ in very deed.

May we have this love in our hearts as we go back into our
wards and into our stakes, I humbly pray, as I bear my testimony
to you with all sincerity and humility that this is the Church of

Jesus Christ, and I do it in his name. Amen.

President David O, McKay:

He to whom we have just hstened is John Longden, who this

morning was sustained as an Assistant to the Twelve.
We sustained also Brother George Q. Morris who is presiding

over the Eastern States Mission, whom we consulted yesterday, and
who has willingly accepted, saying in words, "Whatever you Breth-
ren wish me to do, that I gladly and willingly will do my best to do."

We shall now listen to Eldred G. Smith, Patriarch to the Church,
who will be followed by Spencer W. Kimball, a member of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve.

ELDER ELDRED G. SMITH
Patriarch to the Church

It is truly a privilege and honor to be here and partake of the
spirit and influence of this occasion. I pray that the Spirit of the

Lord will be with me while I occupy this time. I want to acknowl-
edge my gratitude for the prayer that was offered in my behalf and
in behalf of the other patriarchs at the opening of this conference.

I rejoice in the spirit of this conference and in the influence that

radiates from such gatherings. I appreciate the privilege of being
in the presence of the General Authorities and such a multitude of
the priesthood and Saints. Truly, this is a happy people, and


