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know. They are not in positions of re-

sponsibility, certainly. Those who were
willing to follow the lead voluntarily,

with faith, believing that their leaders

spoke with inspiration from Almighty
God, are those in whom the responsi-

bility is rested.

So I suppose it must always be. As
we come to crisis after crisis, as the

events of the world make changes neces-

sary in policy, the leaders will speak, and
those who are wise will give unques-
tioning obedience. I did not say un-
intelligent obedience. I said unques-
tioning obedience.

I should like to make an application

of what I have been saying today. We
have now come to a time, I see by the

newspapers, when we are to have an-

nounced this evening, a missionary
policy.

Now I confess to you people here

that I do not know personally much
more about that than you do. Suppose
that the policy is not in harmony with
what you had thought to be the direc-

tion in which it ought to go; suppose
it to embody detail which I should
like to see done some other way. Ap-
plying the principle of obedience to

myself, I stand here now and say to you
here assembled that it is my intention
to follow, as nearly as the Lord will

give me light, those plans and policies

regarding missionary work that are to

be announced by my file leaders.

I shall not want to improve on their

ideas, but I shall give all my strength,

and all my courage, and any talents

with which the Lord may have blessed
me, to doing what will be announced.
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I think that we have come to a time
now when we are going to see some
changes. Times are ripe for changes.

The world is changing. The Prophet
Joseph Smith changed the missionary

system two or three times in his own
life. At one time he told the mission-

aries to go out two by two. Shortly

after he told them they might now go
one at a time and alone. Other changes
have been made. I am for the changes.

May I close by reading you a verse of

scripture which I think applies to me
personally. Maybe you can apply it

to yourselves. It was said by Samuel on
an occasion which I think justified the
saying.

. . . Hath the Lord as great delight in

burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying
the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is

better than sacrifice, and to hearken than
the fat of rams. (I Samuel 15:22.)

There I stand. May we all do like-

wise, I humbly pray, in the name of

Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

You all remember Elder George Q.
Morris as General Superintendent of the

Young Men's Mutual Improvement As-
sociation. This is the first opportunity

you have had to hear him since his re-

lease as president of the Eastern States

Mission, and the first time since he was
ordained and set apart as an Assistant

to the Twelve.
Elder George Q. Morris will now sjjeak

to us.

ELDER GEORGE Q, MORRIS

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles

MY DEAR brethren and sisters, I am
very thankful for the privilege of

being with you here today. I

have thrilled with the spirit and in-

structions of this great conference.

Having now been released from mis-
sionary work, as has been explained, I

wish to express my gratitude to my
Father in heaven and to my brethren

for the privilege I have had of laboring

in the missionary field. I know of no
work that gives greater joy and satis-

faction.

The work has been progressing in the
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Eastern States Mission because of the

faithfulness of the missionaries and the

Saints who are there; to whom I pay
tribute. More branches are being estab-

lished; chapels are being erected; the

Saints are increasing in their faith and
in their understanding of the gospel, and
in their devotion to it; and they are en-

joying the fruits of the gospel—^joy and
happiness and peace. Their hearts are

turned toward us here in this center in

the west.

It has been a great privilege to labor

with the young men and women who
have been sent out as missionaries. It is

one of the marvels of this Latter-day

work to see them in action. They come
quite inexperienced and untrained. They
have lived the gospel as children and
youths but have been engrossed with
school and occupations, and other mat-
ters that have filled their lives; then
they are suddenly sent into the field to

preach the gospel of Jesus Christ to the

world.
Many of them do not know just what

it is. Many of them cannot quote you
a scripture, but their hearts are right.

Most of them have looked forward to a
mission and are joyous in having come
into the missionary field. Being there,

they get down on their knees and get

into the scriptures, and they become
humble and contrite. The Lord takes

hold of them, and in a few weeks they
are preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ,

no other gospel. They are not taught of

men. They are not sent out to be taught
of men. They are sent out to be taught
from on high the revealed word of God,
taught through the priesthood of God;
and the Lord is close to them; and they
grow in power and faith; and the gospel

is preached—^the gospel that the Lord
Jesus Christ preached, that Peter, James,
and John preached—^the identical prin-

ciples.

Its power is effective today. Men and
women are being changed in their lives.

After a short association with these

young people, many of them drop habits
that are harmful to them. They have
found a new spirit, a new type of man-
hood and womanhood. A new power has

come into their lives. They just do not

at once realize what it is, but they grow
in a knowledge of the truth, and they

are converted to the gospel of Jesus

Christ. Then they enter into a new life.

The Bible is a new book to them. Their
homes are new homes to them. Rela-

tions with the family are new relations,

and the world is a new world.

The power of God unto the salvation

of his children is here in the world to-

day; and through the ministrations of

these young men of the Church, in their

humility and their faith, the heavens
are opened; and the power of God is

manifest for the healing of the sick as

well as for the healing of sick souls

and the giving of light to people in dark-

ness.

I rejoice in their labors. The Lord has

blessed and prospered them. I have been
standing on the sidelines, but I have
been made a partaker of their blessings,

and I thank the Lord for it.

Now I am called to a new position.

You know how humble I feel and how
small I feel. We have a wonderful age

retirement plan in this Church. I have
never believed in arbitrary age retire-

ment. We grow younger in this Church
as we work in it, and the age retirement

plan goes in reverse. The older we get

and the longer we labor in the Church
the more there is that we can do. There
is no need for any person in this Church
to have an empty mind, an empty hand,

or an empty heart. God has provided that

our lives may be full and rich as long

as we live, and as we live the gospel,

then our lives become glorious, and we
enter into a fulness of life.

I thank the Lord for the gospel of

Jesus Christ. With joy and gratitude I

go into this new work, and meager as

my services and ability may be, they

will be given with all my heart I love

this cause. I have admiration and love

for my brethren under whom I have

been laboring, and with whom I have

long been associated, more or less. I have

loved them and appreciated them for

the examples they have set me, for the

teachings they have given me, for the
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kindness they have manifested towards
me.

So, my brethren and sisters, I am
happy to find myself in full accord with
all that this Church is and all that it

does. Its divine leader, Jesus Christ, is

my leader and my Lord. Its leaders on
this earth are my leaders. The princi-

ples of this Church are my principles.

The objectives of this Church are my
objectives. The welfare of this Church
is my welfare.

I give myself to it with all my heart

and pray that God may enable me to

do some good in the sacred ministry
unto which he has called me.
This is the Church of Jesus Christ,

the Creator and the Redeemer of the
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world. The keys of the kingdom of

God are here in our presence. These
operate and will operate throughout all

the world among all mankind, through

the Holy Melchizedek Priesthood, which
is always present when the Church of

Jesus Christ is upon the earth. And
when this power is not upon the earth

and where this power does not exist

among men, the Church of Jesus Christ

does not exist.

Thank God for the great revelations

—

key revelations—that point the way for

us and enlighten us and preserve us.

May God help us to be true and
faithful, and devote ourselves with all

our hearts to this work, I humbly pray

in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER JOHN A. WIDTSOE

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

MY DEAR brethren and sisters: It is

good to be here. The ancient

words of those who dwelt in the

presence of the Savior are our words
today.

Six months ago circumstances com-
bined so that I was not here, and I

have felt since a sense of loss, loss of

the spiritual power, the spiritual sup-

port and elevation that come to all

Latter-day Saints who attend Church
gatherings in the name of the Lord,

whether in general or stake or ward
capacity.

With you, I have been thrilled to

note that the Church of Jesus Christ is

not standing still but, guided by heav-
enly forces, is growing and increasing

and becoming mightier in the service

of God's children here upon earth. With
you, too, I enjoyed the spirit of the ser-

mon of the man who has been called

by God to preside over the Church. It

is well for me, it is well for you, and it

is well for all in the world to listen to

the chosen head of the Church as he
speaks from time to time. Therein lies

the path to safety.

Six months ago I was not here be-
cause, with the approval of the First

Presidency, I had accepted an invita-

tion from the Canadian government to

assist in solving some of their problems
relating to the reclamation of the dry

lands of the Dominion. Canada is much
like the United States, with two sea-

boards, one on the Atlantic and the

other on the Pacific, with ample rain-

fall, and a dry section between, in the

interior, such as we have here. The
prairie provinces of Canada offer only

scant and difficult living to those who
attempt to cultivate them because of the

lack of the plentiful rainfall on either

coast. So the practice of irrigation has
gradually grown in the province of

Alberta, where many of our people live.

It has been found that the enlivening
power of water used in irrigation in-

creases the crops many-fold, and what
is better, permits a close settlement, and
in time the building of a state. There
is water aplenty in the land of our

.neighbors to the north. Great streams,

filled with water to overflowing, usually,

roll into the oceans on both sides of the

Dominion, and the problem is how to

use that water on the dry lands of

Alberta," Saskatchewan, and other

neighboring provinces, to build the

Dominion of Canada, now great, into

a greater coutitly.
'
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