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for it and seek it and labor for it.

Then comes that great change—an over-

whelming change. It changes men to

a Godlike phase of life and living.

Well, you know the comparison as

well as I do. I must not take any more
of your time. It is good to be a Latter-

day Saint. It is good to be here. It

is good to hear the words of inspira-

tion that come from the mouths and
lives of these inspired men. I am glad

to feel the responsive spirit from the

thousands of people who are here and
who listen over the radio.

May we all so live as to have a great

measure of the enlivening, spiritual,

fertilizing stream that comes from God
because of our virtuous lives, our earn-
est actions in seeking after truth. May

we all be blessed according to our needs.

Let us determine to cling to our
heritage here in this land where we
were led by the guiding power of God,
and may the descendants of our pioneer

fathers refuse to sell their birthright

for gold lest it turn to a "mess of pot-

tage." May we remember our heritage

in this Church of land, of water, and
of spiritual power, I pray in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Combined Choruses and the

congregation joined in singing the hymn,
"The Spirit of God Like A Fire Is Burn-
ing." The singing was led by Richard
P. Condie, Assistant Conductor of the

Tabernacle Choir.
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I

AM very grateful tmto my Heavenly
Father for the opportunity which is

mine to meet with you, my brethren
and sisters, in this great conference and
to partake of the Spirit of the Lord that

is here with us in such rich abundance.
I feel indebted to the Lord for the

health and strength which is mine, and
I am certain that he has blessed me
with this health and strength in answer
not only to my own prayers but also

to the prayers of my brethren and sisters

in the Church.
I have had a great affection for the

leaders of the Church as far back as

I can remember. I have always desired

of the Lord that he would give me the
strength to honor and to sustain those

who presided over me in the priest-

hood with all my heart and soul, and I

do that today. I am grateful for the
leadership of President David O. McKay,
and of President Stephen L Richards
and President J. Reuben Clark, Jr. I

know these men receive from our Father
in heaven his inspiration and direction

in the work which they are called upon
to perform for you and for me. I have
this great affection and love not alone
for the Presidency of the Church but

for President Joseph Fielding Smith as

President of the Council of the Twelve
and all my associates in that Coimcil,

and all of the General Authorities. In
fact my affection extends to all of my
brethren and sisters. No man could
have a richer heritage on the face of

this earth than to be really worthy to

be nimibered among the Latter-day

Saints.

The statistics that we heard read this

morning demonstrate the results of great

inspiration and leadership. I say that

my affection for my brethren in the
Church creates within me a further

and similar desire that we might have
governmental leaders in our nation and
in our state and in our counties and in

our cities of the same calibre.

I am always impressed when I read
the 134th section of the Doctrine and
Covenants:

We believe that governments were insti-

tuted of God for the benefit of man; and
that he holds men accountable for their

acts in relation to them, both in making
laws and administering them, for the good
and safety of society.

We believe that no goverrmient can
exist in peace, except such laws are framed



36
Friday, April 4

and held inviolate as will secure to each
individual the free exercise of conscience,

the right and control of property, and the

protection of life.

We believe that all govenunents neces-

sarily require civil officers and magistrates

to enforce the laws of the same; and that

such as will administer the law in equity

and justice should be sought for and up-

held by the voice of the people if a repub-

lic, or the will of the sovereign. . . .

We do not believe it just to mingle
religious influence with civil government,

whereby one religious society is fostered

and another proscribed in its spiritual

privileges, and the individual rights of its

members, as citizens, denied. (D. & C.
134:1-3, 9.)

But that does not mean, because we
have within our hearts a deep-seated

religious conviction, that we are at the

same time not qualified to participate

in government. Unless we have faith

in God and fear him and keep his

commandments, we can hardly be
worthy to hold high positions in gov-

ernment. The Prophet Joseph has told

us in this statement through the in-

spiration of the Lord that we must have
righteous men in order to have righteous

government. If we are to be a God-
fearing nation and enjoy the blessings of

peace, then each one of us who has a
faith in God must do our duty, take

our part to accomplish our purpose in

government. We should become inti-

mately familiar with those who are ac-

tive politically; we ought to be part and
parcel of them. They should not be
strangers to us. We should see to it

that those men who have true qualities

of leadership are placed in positions of

trust and responsibility in the gov-

ernment; these fundamental principles

of truth apply to every political party

alike. There is no hope and can be
no hope for our government, or any
government, to which this principle

does not apply.

I think a good place to start is always

at home. Each one of us should re-

solve that we in and of ourselves will

develop qualities of leadership and of

honesty and of integrity and of justice

and equity. We should be willing to
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take these principles, these characteris-

tics, the ability which we thus create

within ourselves, and give ourselves to

the benefit of our city and of our coun-
ty and of our state and of our nation.

This year there will probably be no
more than fifty percent of the qualified

voters in this great nation who will

exercise their franchise. The officers

who may be elected in the great elec-

tions to be held this year will be elected

by minorities and will not represent the

vote or the will of the majority. You
know there are two kinds of offenses in

the world—offenses of commission and
offenses of omission. We sometimes do
things that we should not do, and then
again, we do not do some things that

we' should. I hope that Latter-day
Saints will not permit themselves,

political-wise, to fall into this latter

category and be classed among those

who give offense because they fail to

do that which they should do. I would
like to know if a reason exists that

would justify a Latter-day Saint in not
exercising his franchise for the party and
the man of his own choice.

No political party is justified to con-
tinue in existence unless it cleeirly states

the principles which it advocates, the
platform upon which its candidates
stand, and then with integrity, when
and if elected, carry out those principles

and live up to that platform. Except that

be the case, we as Latter-day Saints

should not align ourselves to any party,

because we do not have the basis upon
which we can make an intelligent de-

cision. We must know what they stand
for before we can favor them with our
vote. I do not ask you, my brethren
and sisters, to go to the polls and just

vote, important as that is; but that

when you vote, you vote intelligently

for those principles and those things
and those men which will give to you
the kind of government you want, the
kind of environment that you desire

for yourself and for your posterity.

We have received a great deal of

light concerning the things of life from
our Heavenly Father through the reve-

lations which he has given us. We are
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told once again in the Doctrine and
Covenants in the 101st section:

According to the laws and constitution of

the people, which I have suffered to be
established, and should be maintained for

the rights and protection of all flesh, ac-

cording to just and holy principles;

That every man may act in doctrine and
principle pertaining to futurity, according
to the moral agency which I have given
unto him, that every man may be ac-
countable for his own sins in the day of

judgment.
Therefore, it is not right that any man

should be in bondage one to another.
And for this purpose have I established

the Constitution of this land, by the hands
of wise men whom I raised up unto this

very purpose, and redeemed the land by
the shedding of blood. (Ibid., 101:77-80.)

Can we accept that as one of the
sacred tenets of our faith and be dere-
lict in our duties tovi^ard our nation?
The answer to me seems to be self-

evident. The Apostle Paul of old said,

For if the trumpet give an uncertain
sound, who shall prepare himself to the
battle? (I Cor. 14:8.)

We must have leadership in this

nation whose voice will be clear; whose
virtue, clarity, and certainty will give
us the assurance that the course the
government pursued under their leader-

ship is right. Then we can put our
whole heart and soul back of our gov-
ernment and sustain those who preside
in government and feel toward them
even as we do toward those who have
been divinely chosen to guide and
direct the affairs of the Church.

I hope and pray, my brethren and
sisters, that we will not feel that poli-

tics has become so degraded that we
are too good to participate. If any of

us believe politics to be in that kind
of state, we need only to enter into

politics, go into it with our honesty and
our integrity and our devotion to truth

and to righteousness, and the standards

will be raised. We cannot expect in

this country a better government than
the leaders are good, and so if we
want a good government we must have
good leaders. Let us participate in our

mass meetings, in our party organiza-

tion meetings, in our conventions; then
when we go to the polls, we may have
somebody worthy of our vote on our

tickets.

May the Lord bless us to uphold and
sustain the great Constitution of this

nation and to maintain ourselves pure

and unspotted from the sins of the

world in all of our undertakings, and
call down the blessings of our Heavenly
Father upon us and upon our neighbors.

This should be a challenge to us as

members in the Church of Jesus Christ

and to all our friends and our neighbors

and all people throughout the earth who
stand in favor of good government, for

righteousness in government; who have
and foster the same ideals that are so

close to our hearts. I hope and pray that

the Lord will thus bless us all that we
may fully accomplish the purposes of our

creation, and be grateful to him day by
day for the blessings he bestows upon
us, and this I ask humbly in the name'
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER ELDRED G. SMITH
Patriarch to the Church

I

PRAY that I shall have your faith

and prayers, my brothers and sisters,

while I occupy this position, as has
been the case with those who have
preceded me. And I thank my brethren
who have offered prayers at the begin-
ning of these meetings in behalf of all

who have to talk to you, that the Spirit

of the Lord will be with us.

I truly am very grateful for the bless-

ings of the Lord; the blessings that

have come to me personally. I am grate-

ful for the blessings which have come
to this people as a group, individually

as well as collectively. I am grateful

for the privilege of living in this age,

which is a choice age—a choice dispen-

sation.


