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in authentic succession, and that he
stands before us today in humihty, in

heart and mind receptive to the divine

Spirit, to lead us in the greatest cause

ever committed to men. I give you
also my firm conviction that if we will

but follow the teachings and the coun-

sels of our President and his associates.

all of which are in conformity with the
pronouncements and principles given
in this sacred Tabernacle for nearly a

century of time, there will be fulfilled

every prophecy and glorious promise
ever made to Zion. God bless us to

this end, I humbly pray in the name of

Jesus. Amen.

ELDER DELBERT L. STAPLEY

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

1
SINCERELY ask for an interest in your

faith and prayers, my brothers and
sisters, and hope that part of the

Tabernacle dedicatory prayer pertaining

to the speakers, may also be enjoyed

by me.
An important duty of the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is to

assist its members to attain the full

measure of their possibilities and powers.

This would give great strength to the

Church and bring joy and happiness

to the membership of the Church.
As sons and daughters of God, created

in his image and likeness, possessing,

however imperfectly, his characteristics

and attributes, we should nevertheless

be inspired to perfect ourselves and
become like him. The duty therefore

of each of us is to develop and prepare

ourselves to become worthy children of

an Eternal Father.

The Church provides every oppor-

tunity for us to use our God-given
talents, gifts, and powers. However,
we must learn obedience to authority

and to keep all the commandments of

God.

The Prophet Joseph said of the

Savior, that he suffered temptations but

gave no heed to them. And Paul,

writing to the Hebrew saints said that

in all points he was tempted as we
are, yet without sin. The Savior per-

fected himself through obedience and
by obedience became the author of

eternal salvation.

There must be on our part a willing-

ness to accept responsibility in all faith-

fulness and devotion; it makes possible

the attainment of our divine heritage

and blessings.

The Lord said to the Prophet Joseph
Smith:

. . . men should be anxiously engaged in a
good cause and do many things of their

own free will, and bring to pass much
righteousness;

For the power is in them, wherein
they are agents unto themselves. And
inasmuch as men do good they shall

in nowise lose their reward. (D. & C.
58:27-28.)

The right of free agency and choice
belongs to all of us, but God holds us
accountable for our individual acts.

The Lord has placed Prophets, Apostles,

and teachers in his Church to interpret

and point the way for his people and
all the world in spiritual and temporal
matters. Safety is in following divinely

appointed leadership and counsel. The
rights and powers of these leaders stem
from the Savior himself, and each can
trace his priesthood and authority
through an unbroken chain to this di-

vine source.

The keys of this power and authority

center in the president of the High
Priesthood of the Church. It is not
given to any other man to so represent

God here upon the earth. The Lord
expects his people to unite and follow
under this leadership and not permit
themselves to be tossed about by those
who would find fault or would claim
revelation and teach contrary to what
God has revealed to his chosen prophets.

The Latter-day Saints need to be
careful that they do not become per-
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suaded to false ideas and teachers. There
are some among us who seize upon one
or more appealing principle, truth, or

law, then twist it to their own desire

or profit until they become all-consum-

ing obsessions with them. They are not
satisfied or content to hold these views

to themselves, but with Satan's en-

couragement, desire to entice others to

their way of thinking; they seek fol-

lowers and persuade not only those who
are weak and unfaithful, but also many
of the faithful are deceived. Somehow
they forget or fail to understand that

this Church is not built upon one
principle, or one law, or one truth, but
the true gospel is built upon many
principles, laws and truths, complete
acceptance and obedience to which is

necessary to give us joy, happiness,

satisfaction, and eternal glory.

Many of these people pledge alle-

giance to the Church, yet they sepa-

rate themselves from Church meetings
and encourage others to do like-

wise. Those who follow them become
children of evil, lose their faith and
testimony, and the history of such fol-

lowers is that if they do not repent,

they are excommunicated from the

Church.
Satan is employing every method to

deceive not only non-members of the

Church, but also particularly those who
are members. Each of us must be care-

ful that we are not out of harmony, that

we enjoy daily the guidance of the

Holy Spirit of God in our lives.

The Lord has said,

. . . the day cometh that they who will

not hear the voice of the Lord, neither

the voice of his servants, neither give heed
to the words of the prophets and apostles,

shall be cut off from among the people;

For they have strayed from mine ordi-

nances, and have broken mine everlasting

covenant;
They seek not the Lord to establish his

righteousness, but every man walketh in

his own way, and after the image of his

own God, whose image is in the likeness

of the world, and whose substance is that

of an idol, which waxeth old and shall

perish in Babylon, even Babylon the great,

which shall fall. {Ibid. 1:14-16.)
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Every person who goes contrary to

the Church and says that the brethren

are fallen or are out of the way or are

teaching false doctrines, unless he re-

pents will never in this life or eternity

realize the full measure of his possi-

bilities and powers. God will not suffer

his Church, established for the last time
in this the Dispensation of the Fulness

of Times when a restitution of all things

is to be accomplished, to be led by a
fallen prophet, or by someone whom he
does not want.
The Prophet Joseph Smith, in a letter

to William W. Phelps, quoted Section

eighty-five of the Doctrine and Cove-
nants, and, commenting upon the mis-
sion of the one mighty and strong,

said:

Now Brother William, if what I have
said is true, how careful men ought to be
what they do in the last days, lest they
are cut short in their expectations and
they that think they stand, should fall,

because they keep not the Lord's com-
mandments.

In The Deseret News of November
13, 1905, President Joseph F. Smith and
his Counselors, commenting on this

statement, said:

Perhaps no other passage in the revela-

tions of the Lord in this dispensation has
given rise to so much speculation as this

one . . . the Church of Christ and of the
Saints is completely organized, and that

when the man who shall be called upon
to divide unto the Saints their inheritances

comes, he will be designated by the inspira-

tion of the Lord to the proper authorities

of the Church, appointed and sustained

according to the order provided for the
government of the Church.

So long as that Church remains in the
earth—and we have assurance from the
Lord that it will remain in the earth
forever—the Saints need look for nothing
of God's appointing that will be erratic

or irregular, or that smacks of starting

over afresh, or that would ignore or over-

throw the established order of things. The
Saints should remember that they are liv-

ing in the dispensation of the fulness of

times when the Church is established in the
earth for the last days and for the last time
and that God's Church is a Church of
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order or law, and that there is no place

for anarchy in it.

And then in Gospel Doctrine, Presi-

dent Joseph F. Smith says:

If any man in that position [speaking of

the one who holds the keys of the high
priesthood of the Church] should become
unfaithful God would remove him out of

his place. I testify in the name of Israel's

God that he will not suffer the head of

the Church, whom he has chosen to stand

at the head, to transgress his laws and
apostatize; the moment he should take a

course that would in time lead to it, God
would take him away. Why? Because to

suffer a wicked man to occupy that posi-

tion would be to allow, as it were, the

fountain to be corrupted, which is some-

thing he will never permit. {Gospel Doc-
trine, pp. 44-45.)

The Prophet Joseph Smith made this

important statement:

I will give you one of the Keys of the

mysteries of the Kingdom. It is an eternal

principle, that has existed with God from
all eternity: That man who rises up to

condemn others, finding fault with the

Church, saying that they are out of the

way, while he himself is righteous, then
know assuredly, that that man is on the

high road to apostasy; and if he does not

repent, will apostatize, as God lives. (D.H.C.
Vol. 3, p. 385.)

In Section 121 of the Doctrine

and Covenants, the Lord said to the

Prophet,

Cursed are all those that shall lift up
the heel against mine anointed, saith the

Lord, and cry they have sinned when they

have not sinned before me, saith the Lord,

but have done that which was meet in

mine eyes, and which I commanded them.
But those who cry transgression do it

because they are the servants of sin, and are

the children of disobedience themselves.

(D. & C. 121:16-7.)

I testify to you, my brothers and
sisters, that your leaders are doing that

which is meet in the eyes of God. They
may have their faults and their fail-

ings, but when it comes to devotion to

their high calling in this Church and
kingdom, there is no question but what

they are doing all within their power
to set forward the interests of the

Church, and the interests of the people

of the Church. And this leadership,

my brothers and sisters, must stand firm,

and teach all truths, and all principles

and all laws that God has revealed.

God has not given to man the authority

to change eternal truths, principles, or

laws. If people are honest, and surely

no person can be honest unless he
keeps the commandments of God, they
will expect their leaders without equivo-

cation to defend and teach the com-
mandments of God as revealed; other-

wise they would not accept them as

leaders; they would not follow them;
they would not respect them, for such
vacillating leadership would not be ac-

ceptable to the body of the ChurcL
There are those who might say:

. . . Eat, drink and be merry; nevertheless,

fear God, he will justify in committing a
little sin; yea, lie a little, take advantage
of one because of his words, dig a pit for

thy neighbor; there is no harm in this;

and do all these things, for tomorrow we
die; and if it so be that we are guilty

God will beat us with a few stripes, and
at last we shall be saved in the kingdom
of God. (II Nephi 28:8.)

Do we, my brothers and sisters, want
to belong to that kind of Church or

accept those who teach that kind of

doctrine? Is there hope, is there satis-

faction in following such teachings?

Surely God would not rob justice.

Those who break his laws must suffer

the penalty for broken law. The Lord,

we are told, does not look upon sin

with the least degree of allowance. If

God cannot, can we—and justify our-

selves or others for such doings?
The Lord said to the Prophet in

Section 132 of the Doctrine and Cove-
nants:

For all who will have a blessing at my
hands shall abide the law which was ap-
pointed for that blessing, and the condi-
tions thereof, as were instituted from before
the foundation of the world. (D. & C.
132:5.)

And those who fail to obey set them-
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selves up for temptation and evil. Again
Satan is ever alert to his opportunities

to deceive and to lead the people of this

Church astray, for he knows the power
of this Church, its destiny and purpose

in the earth, and he will do all that

he can to see that the work does not
prosper.

Therefore, my brothers and sisters,

we need to be faithful, we need to sup-

port our leaders. And when we go to

our bishops and our stake presidents for

counsel, let us accept it, for God will

prosper us as we follow the leadership

of those appointed to preside over us.

GENERAL CONFERENCE
Second Day

If we attain, therefore, the full measure
of our possibilities and powers, we must
obey and follow leadership and keep all

the commandments of God. If we can
keep with us the spirit of the gospel,

which is light and truth, then it will

not be too difficult for us to obey and
follow the leadership that God has
called and appointed to direct his peo-
ple.

May our Heavenly Father bless us,

give us the strength that we require,

keep us true to the faith and faithful

in our responsibilities, I humbly pray,

in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

I

ELDER LEVI EDGAR YOUNG
Of the First Council of the Seventy

N THE thirteenth chapter of First

Nephi, we have the words of the

Prophet who writes:

And I looked and beheld a man among
the Gentiles, who was separated from the

seed of my brethren by the many waters;

and I beheld the Spirit of God that it came
down and wrought upon the man; and he
went forth upon the many waters, even
unto the seed of my brethren, who were
in the promised land.

And it came to pass that I beheld the

Spirit of God, that it wrought upon other

Gentiles; and they went forth out of cap-

tivity, upon the many waters. . . .

And it came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld

that the Gentiles who had gone forth out

of captivity did humble themselves before

the Lord; and the power of the Lord was
with them. (1 Nephi 13:11-12, 16.)

I have always recalled with joy in

reading these words that they referred

to Christopher Columbus and the Pil-

grim fathers. When Columbus stepped

upon this western land in 1492, he ut-

tered these words in prayer:

O God, our Father, eternal and omnip-
otent, creator of heaven and earth and
sea, we glorify Thy Holy name, praise Thy
majesty, whom we serve in all humility,

we give unto Thy Holy protection this new
part of the world. (Quoted by Washington
Irving in his Life of Columbus)

We are told that Edward Winslow,

the third signer of the Mayflower Com-
pact, recorded the following parting

words of Pastor Robinson, as the Pil-

grim fathers left the shores of Holland
on their long journey into the un-
known West. He said:

Brethren, we are now quickly to part

from one another, and whether I may ever

live to see your face, on earth any more,
the God of Heaven only knows; but whether
the Lord hath appointed that or not, I

charge you before God and His blessed

angels that you follow me no farther than
you have seen me follow the Lord Jesus

Christ. If God reveal anything to you, by
any other instrument of his, be as ready
to receive it as ever you were to receive

truth, by my ministry; for I am fully per-

suaded, I am very confident, that the Lord
has more truth yet to break forth out of

his holy word.

Columbus was inspired and led by
the power of God to these shores of

America, £ind the Pilgrim fathers and
others likewise, for we believe that the
time had come for the American In-

dians to be found, for they are the

remnants of Joseph. It is interesting

to note that many of the early adherents
to the gospel of Jesus Christ, as received

in the early part of the nineteenth cen-

tury, were descendants of the old Puri-

tan stock who came from England. Such
men were the Prophet Joseph Smith,


