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united in the matter of doctrines, that

we do not permit ourselves to be led

astray, that we study the scriptures and
that we hold fast to the few, simple and
elemental principles of the gospel, which
are all-sufficient to gain us our salva-

tion.

I urge unity in the matter of faith, let

us have faith, let us exercise it, let us

fit ourselves that we can exercise it, if,

when, and as the time comes.

May the Lord bless all of us, give us
his inspiration. I bear my testimony
that Jesus was the Christ, that Joseph
was a Prophet, that those who have
followed him since then, including
President McKay, are his prophets.

Let us all give them our support,

let us give President McKay our support,
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our loyalty, and our devotion, in order

that he may carry forward the great

responsibility which rests upon him, and
I ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

There is a suggestion that at this

moment this tremendous body of priest-

hood be permitted to hear the mighty
voice and testimony of the organ. We
will ask Brother Schreiner to favor us

with a selection that will answer that

request.

Organ selection, "O My Father," by
Alexander Schreiner.
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First Counselor in the First Presidency

I

AM sure all were deeply impressed by
Brother Stover's report and by Presi-

dent Clark's comment thereon.

If I were not afraid of embarrassing

Brother Stover, I would like to tell you
something of what he did, this generous-

hearted man, over among those poor and
discouraged people, to bring them some-
thing more of hope for the future. I

happened to be there during his ad-

ministration. I became very much aware
of the sinister influences which he has
described. I remember riding through
Berlin from the Western Zone into the

Communistic Eastern Zone, and it was
just as if you had passed over into a

forbidden territory. The ominous feel-

ing, the depression, the looks on the

faces of the people, the ragged and hope-
less condition, was a sight most for-

bidding to behold. Brother Stover

stepped into that situation, and out of

the generosity of his big heart, he
reached in his pocket and helped many
a poor person; and in addition thereto,

he provided them with facilities through
which they were able to gather, to re-

stmie their activities in the Church, and
he held out to them such a prospect for

the future that I am sure many were
taken out of despondency and elevated

to hope and encouragement. And I take

the liberty of paying tribute to him to-

night for that which he did for those

distressed people.

It would be well if we could all be
aroused by circumstances brought to our
attention into a state of alertness to the

dangers and the situations confronting

us. I believe, my brethren, that it is well

for every one of us to consider that he
has a definite personal responsibility to

do his full duty in the Church, in the
government to which we belong, in or-

der to forestall some of these calamities

that look to be in the offing.

Now I see certain prospects ahead
that may not be too fortuitous. I wish
I could say a word that would save a

man from bankruptcy. Years ago I used
to practice law. I have taken men
through bankruptcy. I have seen some
of the tragedy of it. I have had doctors

tell me that men have died for causes

no other than financial worries occa-

sioned by reverses; and to a redblooded
man, who has pride in his good name,
few things are more disastrous to him
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than to fall into a condition where he
cannot pay his creditors and keep his

name good.

We do not know just what the future

will hold for us. We learn that there is

great income for the people, the largest,

I suppose, that it has ever been in his-

tory, figured at least in terms of our in-

flated currency; and we learn that debts

have assumed gigantic proportions. I

have said in your presence before that

there is only one thing that I know of

for which this inflated dollar will buy
100% worth of its par value, and that

is in paying debts. There is no discount

when it comes to paying debts with this

inflated dollar, and I am persuaded, my
brethren, that all will do well, if any
is in a position where his debts may
come to embarrass him, to see that they

are reduced and liquidated, so that he
may be saved the hard circumstances

that may come to him when it will be
more difficult to pay.

We might have a deflated currency

sometime. Well, if we have a deflated

currency, and the dollar reverts to 100%
purchasing power, you will pay that

good solid dollar to discharge debts in-

curred under inflated dollars, and it may
be a hard thing to do. You farmers will

realize it may take two bushels of grain,

instead of one, to liquidate the obli-

gations. Now, I have never seen a man
go broke who was not in debt. Have
you? So I think that the caution is to be

careful of our indebtedness.

Really, the great portion of our in-

debtedness that is hazardous to us arises

from overextension. Way back in the

days of the depression when many banks
were closed, I was sent on a financial

mission. I visited the banks of southern
Utah, most of them, and some of the

banks of Idaho and I talked with the

cashiers and other operating executives.

Some of therti were good enough to

bring out their portfolios, and in nearly

all instances that I was able to observe,

I discovered that embarrassment came to

men because of overextension of credit.

They thought that they could make
some more money by incurring more
debt, and the bottom fell out before they

realized on the good prospects that they
thought they had, an(^ many were
embarrassed,—hundreds were embar-
rassed, and some men who had been in

good standing before were financially

wiped out. And the books of some of

these banks today bear record of these
old obligations.

I believe we will do well to bear these
items in mind, and within our own
power do all that we can to get our-
selves into as safe a position as it is

possible for us to do. I recognize the fact

that sometimes it is deemed necessary
and desirable to undertake some obliga-

tions in order to get a home for our
families, perhaps in order to get some
kind of a business in which,we can work,
but there is a difference between get-

ting that which is absolutely necessary
for the support of ourselves and our
families, and extending and extending
trying in an acquisitive spirit to get so
much that we hazard our financial se-

curity.

The good cotmsel that has come from
the Church all these years is pertinent
today, and I believe that those who
study the situations most carefully

would sanction that kind of counsel.
You older men have been through some
of the experiences of the past. You know
that calamity can come almost over-
night. It has done so in the past, and
so a measure of preparedness is wise
counsel to you.

I trust too that those of you who are
perplexed to know what to do will seek
good solid counsel. I never feel it em-
barrassing to ask counsel from men who
have had experience and men who are
supposed to know. It is far less embar-
rassing to expose your hazards to them
than it is to endure some of the disas-

trous results which may come to you.
It is a good thing to seek counsel. You
Bishops, when you are asked for coun-
sel, I think that you may be endowed
with the spirit of wisdom, if you live

for it, and you can give counsel superior

to your own native acumen and wisdom
to these people who ask you; and it

would be well for our brethren to seek
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counsel in the control and management
of their affairs.

In relation to these financial matters

I just want to say a further word on
tithing. Our brethren who visit the stakes

frequently report as to the tithing con-

ditions v/hich they find among the offi-

cers of the stake. I think, my brethren

of the bishoprics and of the presiden-

cies of stakes, and the high councils, and
the presidencies of quorums, that the

best way in the world to teach titiiing

is to practice it. I have said in your
presence before that tithing does not

mean one-fiftieth, nor one-thirtieth, nor
one-twentieth. Tithing means one-tenth.

I have sometimes wondered what a part

tithing means. I have never seen any
definition of it, but I know what a

tithing means. So far as I know, there

is only one tithing, and that is one-

tenth. So I believe that you brethren

in authority could bring a lot of happi-

ness to men and women throughout the

Church if you yourselves would fully

comply with this law that the Lord
has given to us.

I lay stress upon not merely the fin-

ancial aspects of it, although they are

essential, but to the growth of spiritu-

ality that it brings to the man who con-

forms to this great law. I believe it is

one of the greatest laws that the Lord
ever gave to us, because he well knew
that something more than lip service

was necessary in order to develop a great

love and regard for him and his work.

He knew that the man who would reach
down into his pocket and get that which
represented his muscle, his energy, his

brain power, that that man, when he
gave the proceeds of his work, would
give of himself; and he knew that when
that man gave of himself to the work
that he would engender within himself

a love and a sacred regard for God and
his mighty cause. I know of no one
thing out of which more spiritual

growth arises than out of the faithful

payment of tithes. So I ask you to con-

sider what you can do for yourself, what
you can do for others by complying
fully with this sacred law that the Lord
has given to us.
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I often look back to President Grant
who was so generous in his giving.

Many of you have heard him tell how
he was always pleased to head a sub-

scription list to build a home for a wid-
ow, to look out for orphans and for

others, and to share that which the
Lord brought him with others. I think
that he set before us an example that

we should never forget, and those who
are blessed with great means should be
generous with their means.

Right now we are having something
of a dearth of missionaries, and we have
recently had requests from some of the
missions, particularly foreign missions,

asking if we could not in some way get

a little money to assist in the support of

seme of their local missionaries. The
very mission which Brother Stover rep-

i-'sented has just recently sent word that

there are a number of young Germans
over ihere who could do some work as

local missionaries from the Church if

they had a little assistance. I do not
know that we should make a public
appeal here for funds, but if there are

those blessed with means who would
like to make some contribution to our
great missionary cause, they can do so
by arranging with our office so that

some means can go to the assistance of

some of those who can help in this work.
And I am sure that they would be blessed

and feel happy within themselves if

they were able to undertake some such
support for these missionaries.

Now, my brethren. President Clark
says it is a subduing and humbling ex-

perience to stand in the presence of this

magnificent congregation of the priest-

hood. There is a strength represented

here tonight which, it fully employed,
would have within itself the power to
advance this great cause with which we
have the honor to be identified beyond
even the finite concept of those who
wish it well. If the whole priesthood

throughout the Church would live up
to the obligations and opportunities

coming to them to magnify this glorious

calling, we would see advancement that

would bring us gratification indeed.

I pray that every man who bears this
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holy priesthood will prize it, and ac-

count it as the chief blessing of his life,

and use it for the blessing of his family

and his fellows. Thank the Lord for

this holy power. I know that it is gen-

uine. I know that it is not a mere con-

coction of men, as Brother Bowen spoke

of today. I know that it was divinely

given, and I pray to the Lord that I

for one may be worthy of this high

endowment that the Lord in his mercy
has brought to me and to you.

May the Lord's blessings abide with
you, I humbly pray, in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Tabernacle Choir Men's chorus
and the congregation sang the hymn,
"I'll Go Where You Want Me To Go."

PRESIDENT DAVID O. McKAY

Is NEARLY AS Can be estimated or

j\ counted, there are in the Tabernacle
Xi tonight 9,486 members of the Priest-

hood, on the grounds, 3,848, in the As-
sembly Hall, 2,285, in the Barratt Hall,

1,150, making a total in attendance at

this Priesthood Meeting on this April

night, of 16,769.

To stand in your midst, to partake of

what I feel is the spirit of unity, stirs

•one's soul with emotion, and 16,769 men
have said tonight, "I will go where you
want me to go, dear Lord, over moun-
tain or plain or sea. I will say what
you want me to say, dear Lord, I will be
what you want me to be." Another line,

impressibly sung by this Chorus, is this:

"There may be somewhere in the paths

of sin, some wanderer whom I should
seek."

A few years ago there appeared in one
of our magazines, the story of a little

lad that wandered from his mother's

lap in the Badlands of the Dakotas and
was lost. As night came on the mother
was distracted and the neighbors

alarmed. The next morning, on the
public square of the town near there,

the sheriff met a group of farmers,

teachers, office men, citizens of all ranks.

He organized them for a systematic

search. Before they started out he said,

"Little Ronald," (I have forgotten his

name, it is years since I have thought of

it) "is somewhere out in those Badlands.

We must organize and search every

bush, every crevasse, every water hole.

We must not come back without that

little boy. Pray God that we are not
yet too late." They started out that

Thursday morning, and at about three

o'clock in the afternoon a mighty shout
went up. They had found the boy.

Brethren, a few years ago you re-

ceived a letter, you bishops, stating that
a committee had been appointed by the
Council of the Twelve, to look after

some of our girls who had wandered
into the "Badlands" of the city. They
did not intend to get caught in the
meshes of sin, but they had wandered
from home, and the protecting influence

of home surroundings. You were asked
if you would not kindly send the names
and the addresses of those girls who
came away from your town, to this com-
mittee, just so that members of this

committee could see that they became
associated with some ward, with some
young people here of good reputation,

and in some cases, in all cases if pos-

sible, could find suitable employment.
Later, you were asked from this pul-

pit if you would not please give closer

attention to that phase of salvation of

our youth. Only a few, comparatively
speaking, have responded to that call.

Well, if they were lost, and faced phys-
ical death, you would not hesitate, the
whole town would not hesitate to go
out and rescue the lost girl or the lost

boy. I want to tell you, from direct

reports from our police officers who co-

operate, in several instances some of

these fine girls have suffered things

worse than death.

Now we ask you tonight, once again,

please to send the names of those girls

who legitimately, who unknowing what
awaits them, some of them, leave their

home and come to Salt Lake or Ogden
or Provo, or some center, seeking em-


