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President David O. McKay:

He to whom you have just listened

is Bishop Joseph L. Wirthhn whom the

General Conference has this day sus-

tained as the Presiding Bishop of the
Church.

We shall now heai a few words from
Elder Carl W. Buehner, whom we in-

troduce to you now as the Second Coun-
selor in the Presiding Bishopric of the

Church.

BISHOP CARL W. BUEHNER

Second Counselor in the Presiding Bishopric

MY DEAR brethren and sisters, I didn't

know a healthy man's legs could
wobble so much in such a short

distance. I am humble as I have never

been htimble before. I love this great

Church, and I love these great men that

preside over it—these men we know as

the General Authorities of the Church.

I have had a great experience, and I

thank them for it, in working in the

organizations of the Church. I have

had the privilege of being a bishop, of

being a stake president, of being the

chairman of a region in this great wel-

fare program of ours, and until a few
minutes ago I was a member of the

general welfare committee of the

Church.

I can promise this to Bishop Wirthlin
and to Bishop Isaacson, that I will do
everything that they ask me to do as

long as I have strength to do it. I would
drop in my tracks working for this great

Church. I know of nothing that I love

more; I know of no work that I would
rather do than serve in this Church.
After all, I am only a humble elder in

the Church; my father and mother
were converted by two Mormon elders

in the old country, and when they came
to this cotmtry in 1900, they brought
with them two little children, and I

was one of those children. Elder Thomas
E. McKay, brother of our great Presi-

dent, said that he held me in his arms
in the old country, and that my father

and mother were the first ones to give

him dinner when he came to that sec-

tion of the country as a missionary
about 1898. And if there is one thing
that 1 will always remember about my
good parents, it is that they remembered

all their lives why they came to Salt

Lake City. They were faithful members
of this great Church. We were taught

as youngsters how we should live, and
if we haven't followed in their footsteps

and if we haven't amounted to any-

thing as sons and daughters of those

fine parents, it is certainly not their

fault.

We didn't have to be asked to go to

Church; we always went with them. I

remember that as a little boy it was my
responsibility every Saturday to shine

the shoes of my father and all my
brothers—and I had a lot of brothers.

We didn't do that on Sunday morning;
it was all done on Saturday; and Sunday
morning the shined shoes were all put
on, and we all went to Church.

I'll appreciate always that I learned

to work. I was the eldest of the fam-
ily, and as our family grew, my. parents

had quite a struggle in their early days
in making a livelihood. As we became
old enough, we had to learn how to do
something ourselves. As I grew old

enough to go to high school, I loved
athletics as much as I did an}fthing

else, and I finally had the privilege of

playing football and basketball and
baseball and other things, but I think
as a freshman at high school I was the
first man who left the football practice

field and hurriedly took a shower and
ran to my home so that I could be
working in our back yard when my
father came home from work. It was
only a few years after, that my father

accompanied me to many games and
watched some of my younger brothers.

Well, it has been a great experience.

I love these men, and I will do all I
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can in my humble and weak way to

assist them in every way I can. If I

have any disappointment, I think it

would be in Brother Romney, that he
let me leave the welfare committee just

at the time when I thought I could
help him a little. They trained me
for a little over a year and had just

given me a new position wherein I

thought I might be helpful, and here

today that work has been terminated,

and I have a new position in the Church.
I love the youth of the Church, and

I love you folk. I hope and pray that
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together we will move as a mighty army,
and that this great Church will grow
and prosper. My testimony is this, that

as we work in this Church, so will our

testimony increase, and so will the Lord
love us and his blessings be with us.

May it be so, I pray humbly in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Tabernacle Choir and the congre-

gation joined in singing the hymn,
"Praise To The Man Who Communed
With Jehovah."

ELDER ELRAY L, CHRISTIANSEN

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles

WITH YOU, my brothers and sisters,

I take great joy in sustaining, in a
real sense, these valiant servants of

the Lord who have proven themselves so

well in the past. I sustain them in their

new positions with all my heart.

After three days and two evenings of

hearing the inspiring remarks of the

brethren who have addressed us, I can
assure you that the only comfort one
gets at this stage is the comfort that

comes from knowing that that which
he thought to say has been more ade-

quately expressed than he could have
given it. That is my situation.

I think we have had a most wonderful
conference in that there have been
sobriety, seriousness of purpose, earnest-

ness of feeling, and it seems to me, a

desire on the part of everyone to accept

that which has been given us. The
words that were given to one of the

characters by William Shakespeare seem
to express my feeling:

God, who lends me life, lend me a

soul replete with thankfulness.

1 hope, my brothers and sisters, that

we can go from here, each of us, with
"a soul replete with thankfulness" for

the abundance of blessings which are

ours; for the truth which we have; for

the authority to act in the name of the

Lord and to officiate in his name, and
thereby bring salvation not alone to

ourselves but to our loved ones and to

all those who will heed the call.

We should be thankful, as I am sure

we all are, for these inspired men who
lead and direct us in such a splendid
way.

If I could condense into a few words
the general theme of this conference, it

would be something like this: Forsake
the vain practices of the world and serve

the God of the land, who is Jesus Christ.

Now, if we can go from here heeding
that general thought, this conference
will have produced much. I have often

wondered why Latter-day Saints should
need to be constantly admonished when
we can declare in testimony and in

truth that God lives and that Jesus is

the Christ, that Joseph Smith was an
instrument in his hands in restoring the

gospel. I have very often thought that

that should be sufficient for any of us,

and like Adam, as President Clark men-
tioned this morning, to know what our
Father desires should be sufficient.

And as with Adam, so with Abra-
ham—no matter how great the sacri-

fice, he did not equivocate. He did
not hesitate. He did not ask questions.

I hope, my brothers and sisters, that we
can approach this in our faith and our
determination to serve the Lord.

We are, however, exposed to the
philosophies and the practices of the
world, and sometimes become intrigued


