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German language. I have two brothers

and two sons who could thank you in

German; all I can say is "dankeschon."

They will be with us again this after-

noon.

The Choir will now sing "Halle-
lujah," soloist, Delia Niederhauser.

The closing prayer will be offered by
Elder John P. Lillywhite, formerly

Second Day

president of the Netherlands Mission,

after which this Conference will be
adjourned until 2:00 o'clock this after-

Singing by the Choir, "Hallelujah,"
Delia Niederhauser, soloist.

The closing prayer was offered by
Elder John P. Lillywhite.

Conference adjourned until 2:00 p.m.

SECOND DAY
AFTERNOON MEETING

Saturday Afternoon, October 4, 2:00.

The fourth session of the Conference
commenced promptly at 2:00 o'clock,

with President McKay presiding and
conducting.

The German Speaking Choir, Heinz
Rimmasch, conductor, furnished the
choral music for this session.

President David O. McKay:
To the radio audience listening in we

are pleased to announce that the Taber-
nacle is crowded as usual at this the
fourth session of the 123rd Semi-Annual
Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints. To those who are

unable to gain admittance or get seats

in the Tabernacle, we announce thai

overflow meetings are held in the As-
sembly Hall and in the Barratt Hall,

where a loud-speaking system and tele-

vision are operating. The proceedings

are also broadcast over KSL of Salt

Lake City, and by arrangement through
KSL over the stations named at the
first session of the Conference, includ-

ing surrounding states. This session

will be televised also over KSL Televi-

sion Station, Channel 5.

The singing for this afternoon's serv-

ice will be by the German-speaking
Choir, with Elder Heinz Rimmasch
conducting, and Alexander Schreiner at

the organ. We shall begin the services

by the Choir's singing, "Let the Moun-
tains Shout for Joy."
The opening prayer will be offered by

Elder J. Robert Price, recently President

of the Central Atlantic States Mission.

The Choir sang the hymn, "Let the

Mountains Shout for Joy."

Elder J. Robert Price, formerly presi-

dent of the Central Atlantic States Mis-
sion, offered the opening prayer.

The Choir then sang: "Praise Ye The
Lord, The Almighty."

President David O. McKay:
Our first speaker this afternoon will

be Elder Joseph Fielding Smith, Presi-

dent of the Council of the Twelve. He
will be followed by Eldred G. Smith,
Patriarch to the Church.

PRESIDENT JOSEPH FIELDING SMITH
President of the Council of the Twelve

I

shall take for my text a few verses

from the forty-sixth section of the

Doctrine and Covenants:
"But ye are commanded in all things

to ask of God, who giveth liberally;

and that which the Spirit testifies unto
you even so I would that ye should do
in all holiness of heart, walking up-
rightly before me, considering the end

of your salvation, doing all things with
prayer and thanksgiving, that ye may
not be seduced by evil spirits, or doc-

trines of devils, or the commandments
of men; for some are of men, and others

of devils.

"Wherefore, beware lest ye are de-

ceived; and that ye may not be deceived
seek ye earnestly the best gifts, always
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remembering for what they are given."

(D. & C. 46:7-8.)

President Clark said we are a singing

people, but I am inclined to think,

while that is true, we are not a studious

people, that as members of the Church
we have not taken advantage of our op-

portunities to learn, to make ourselves

acquainted with the plan of salvation,

the commandments of the Lord per-

taining to our exaltation. We have not

considered the Book of Mormon and the

Doctrine and Covenants and the Pearl

of Great Price as thoroughly as we
should have done, and that is also true

of the Bible.

The Lord in his mercy and kindness

sent angels from his presence to reveal

the gospel and to make known the rec-

ord of the ancient inhabitants of this

continent, the Jaredites and the Nephites
and Lamanites. Likewise by the inspira-

tion and guidance of his Spirit, he re-

vealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith
many of the precious things that were
taken out of the writings of the proph-

ets, and we have them restored again.

But are we reading them? Are we mak-
ing ourselves acquainted with these com-
mandments, these precious truths which
have been made known for our salva-

tion? Have we ever stopped to think

of the great advantage that we have
over the rest of the Christian world in

this fact, that they maintain that the

Bible contains the full word of God,
that revelation from him ceased nearly

two thousand years ago? Men are left

now to depend upon that written word.

But the Lord has revealed to us the

history of these other ancient peoples.

He has given unto us the command-
ments and the revelations that were
given to them, and so earnestly did he
feel the responsibility of giving to us

this additional information that he sent

an angel from his presence to reveal

it.

Are we, who profess to believe in the

mission of the Prophet Joseph Smith,

to testify that angels came to him, and
through them that the gospel was re-

stored, the priesthood again revealed

and given to men? Do we feel that
we are under any responsibilities to

search these scriptures and make our-
selves familiar with them? I wonder.
It is my understanding, I hope I am
wrong, that a great multitude of mem-
bers of this Church have never read
the Book of Mormon, are not acquainted
with the Doctrine and Covenants, who
have not taken the time to consider

the commandments that have been re-

vealed for our eternal good, and that
to our detriment.

Now we know that there are many
spirits abroad in the land, and as the
Lord says, some of their doctrines are
doctrines of devils; some are the com-
mandments of men. Are we prepared
by our knowledge and understanding
to segregate these doctrines which are

of men and which are of devils, from
the truth? Are we living near enough
unto the Lord to have that spirit of

discernment, that we are entitled, as

we wrould be through our humility and
faith, to know the truth that would make
us free?

In an earlier revelation, the Lord said:

"And whoso having faith you shall

confirm in my church, by the laying
on of the hands, and I will bestow the
gift of the Holy Ghost upon them."
(Ibid., 33:15.) We have the right to

the guidance of the Holy Ghost, but we
can't have that guidance if we wilfully
refuse to consider the revelations that
have been given to help us to under-
stand and to guide us in the light and
truth of the everlasting gospel. We can't

hope to have that guidance when we
refuse to consider these great revelations

which mean so much to us hoth tempo-
rally and spiritually. Now if we find

ourselves in this condition of unbelief
or unwillingness to seek for the light

and the knowledge which the Lord
has placed within our reach, then we
are liable or in danger of being deceived

by evil spirits, the doctrines of devils,

and the teachings of men. And when
these false influences are presented be-

fore us, we will not have the distinguish-

ing understanding by which we can
segregate them and know that they are
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not of the Lord. And so we may be-

come prey unto the ungodly, to the

vicious, to the cunning, to the craftiness

of men.

We all have a right to know the

truth. It is a requirement the Lord
makes of every member of the Church
that he know for himself and have a

testimony of the truth in his own heart

and not be under the necessity of de-

pending upon anyone else to know that

Jesus Christ is the Son of God or that

Joseph Smith is a prophet of God. If

there is any person in the sound of my
voice, a member of this Church, who
does not know in his heart that the

Father and the Son appeared to Joseph
Smith, revealed themselves, and made
known again the true doctrine concern-
ing God, then that person has not
lived up to his or her requirements, the

commandments the Lord has placed

upon us, for we should know that fact.

We should know that John the Baptist

came and restored the Aaronic Priest-

hood. We ought not to have to depend
upon any other source, only the light

of truth which is planted in our hearts

by the Holy Spirit through our faith-

fulness. We should know that Peter,

James, and John came and restored the

Melchizedek Priesthood with all its

powers, so that the gospel again could

be preached, the knowledge of God de-

clared, and righteousness again be found
in the earth, for the salvation of all

those who would repent of their sins

and turn unto God.
I have in my pocket here an invita-

tion sent to me personally; it may be
many of you have received one that

was sent to you personally, inviting

me to attend one of the churches to

make myself familiar with the doctrines.

Now the man who sent this had a per-

fect right to send it. He has a right to

send this to you and to give you that

invitation, but do you have faith enough,
knowledge enough of the gospel of Jesus

Christ that you would not be deceived
if you should accept the invitation, and
go and listen to the doctrines of the

church to which this man belongs? Do
you know the truth?

GENERAL CONFERENCE
Second Day

I have a testimony, definitely, posi-

tively, that our Father in heaven re-

stored the gospel of Jesus Christ, that

Joseph Smith told the truth. I know
that the Father and the Son appeared
to him, just as well as I know I am here.

I know that Jesus Christ is the Son of

God, the Redeemer of the world, the
Savior of men who will repent and re-

ceive his gospel. Are we all prepared
so that we will not be subject to the
cunning craftiness of men, to the false

doctrines that are in the world, the
teachings that are contrary to the plan
of eternal salvation? If we are not,

then we need to repent.

I am going to read to you a state-

ment that I made sometime ago which I

think is true, and which is a guide to

me and I hope may be to you.

So far as the philosophy and wisdom
of the world are concerned, they mean
nothing unless they conform to the re-

vealed word of God. Any doctrine,

whether it comes in the name of re-

ligion, science, philosophy, or whatever
it may be, if it is in conflict with the
revealed word of the Lord, will fail.

It may appear plausible. It may be put
before you in language that appeals
and which you may not be able to an-
swer. It may appear to be established

by evidence that you cannot controvert,

but all you need to do is to abide your
time. Time will level all things. You
will find that every doctrine, every
principle, no matter how universally be-
lieved, if it is not in accord with the
divine word of the Lord to his servants,

will perish. Nor is it necessary for us
to try to stretch the word of the Lord
in a vain attempt to make it conform
to these theories and teachings. The
word of the Lord shall not pass away
unfulfilled, but these false doctrines and
theories will all fail. Truth, and only
truth, will remain when all else has
perished. The Lord has said, "And
truth is knowledge of things as they
are, and as they were, and as they are

to come." (Ibid., 93:24.)

The Lord bless you, I pray, in the
name of Jesus Christ. Amen.


