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Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles

Mr dear brethren and sisters, I am
thankful for the privilege of being
with you in this great conference.

As I approach this duty that has been
assigned me, I humbly pray for the
Lord to direct that which I should say,

and I invite your sympathetic feelings

and prayers in my behalf.

I think there is nothing any man can
say of himself that will tend towards
our salvation. The Lord has said that

we can do nothing in this work without
him. I have been grateful in my heart

during these services that we have the
truth. How wonderful it is to have
the truth upon which to stand; and to

have it as a guide, as a support, as an
enlightenment. The Apostle Paul re-

ferred to the gospel as "the power of

God unto salvation." Truth is of God,
and only truth tends towards salvation.

There is no power in error except to

destroy, to spoil, to bring sorrow and
regret and failure. We often speak and
frequently dwell upon the need for sal-

vation. May we assume that we accept

the truth, that we need salvation. We
are here in the earth, banished from
the presence of God until we come back
into his presence through faith and
through his gospel and through obedi-

ence. We can only come there through
principles of truth and righteousness.

We can come back into his presence,

where we belong, only by following the
plan that he has outlined for us. No
one else could outline it. That is his

prerogative. It is his work and his

glory to bring salvation to his children,

and he is the one to plan for that salva-

tion. It is planned according to eternal

principles.

I urge our young people with all my
heart to learn the doctrines of this

Church, for in its doctrines, in its pre-

cepts, in its teachings is the power of

God unto our salvation. I urge the
young people in this Church to accept
as a fact, that whatever success they
may attain to in life, if they do not

secure salvation in the kingdom of God,
then that success is failure. We are the

children of God. We belong back in

his presence when this life is over. If

we do not reach there, we have failed.

Only the principles of eternal life

taught in the gospel will bring us to

that salvation.

So many people say, "Well, we want
to be honest. We want to be good
citizens. We want to be true to our
neighbors and our friends. We need no
intermediary between us and God. We
will do what is right and trust to the fu-

ture." Well, they are leaning on a broken
reed. God has prescribed the principles

that will save us and exalt us in his pres-

ence, and they are embodied in the

teachings of the Church. And we are

taught these principles because they are

necessary for our salvation. I would that

all our young people would study the

doctrines of this Church faithfully, be
constant readers of its scriptures, and
know what is truth. Then when they

go forth in the world, in their affairs,

in college, in their occupations, they
would have standards by which to judge

all things; and if any things are con-

tacted in their lives that do not con-

form to the teachings of this Church,
that are contrary to it and the teachings

and principles of the gospel, then those

things should be rejected or laid on the

shelf. They should not be adopted.

Now the Lord teaches us that we are

the children of God, that we have a
Father in heaven. That is a funda-
mental truth of the gospel. And that

we are to worship him and keep his

commandments. I remember not long

ago reading of a survey made among
college students. They were asked to

give their conception of what God was
like, and one of them said he considered

that God was like an oblong cloud.

Well, now I don't know where he got

that idea, that God was an oblong cloud.

He didn't get it out of the teachings of

the Lord Jesus Christ or the gospel of
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Jesus Christ. What salvation can there

be in believing that God is an oblong
cloud. It is an error. It cannot save.

It can only destroy. We frequently go,

and our elders have gone to others to

bring them the message of the gospel,

and as we begin to teach them the
reality of God as our Father, they im-
mediately reject the idea of God being
in the form of man or being in any
form that we can conceive of and un-
derstand because they say, in their su-
perior knowledge, that God is unknow-
able. If we could know God, they say,

he wouldn't be God. Well, to such ex-

tremes have gone the speculations and
rationalizings of men who have not
known the truth. Can there be inspira-

tion? Can there be help, such as the
brethren have been speaking of in hav-
ing blessings and guidance and comfort
and support, from an unknown God?
The teaching of the gospel is that a
knowledge of God and of his Son, Jesus
Christ is essential for our eternal life

and salvation.

We are taught to believe in faith

and repentance and baptism, for admis-
sion to his Church and kingdom. Can
we believe in something else and be
saved through it? It is impossible.

I went into a great New York church,
one of the finest in New York, at the
beginning of last year. There was a
splendid audience of men and women.
I respect them and give them full credit

for sincerity in their worship. It hap-
pened to be the time when they received
new members into their church. There
stood up on the front row about five

or six people who had come to join

the church. One of the ministers came
down to the front seat and said to

them, "Do you believe in Jesus Christ?"
They said, "Yes." He stepped up to
them and shook hands with them, and
said, "We welcome you into the
church." Now does that mean salva-

tion for them through that church?
He didn't say, "I welcome you into the
Church of Jesus Christ." He was con-
sistent in that, because people are not
brought into the Church of Jesus Christ
in that way. The Apostle Peter told

GENERAL CONFERENCE
Second Day

them how to come into the Church

—

when they had repented of their sins

to be baptized in the name of Jesus

Christ for the remission of their sins

that they might receive the gift of the

Holy Ghost. That's a true principle.

If we believe in that and obey that

principle, then there comes salvation

to us as we go forward obeying the

truth. And so we may progress with
respect to all truth.

The statement is frequently made that

the gospel embodies all truth, and I

can see one very good reason for saying

that, because the Lord says that if we
will keep his commandments, we will

grow in knowledge and in truth until

we have all truth. It is our preroga-

tive as children of God, by obedience,

to gain all truth. It is all embodied in

the gospel of Jesus Christ.

I hope that when our young men go

out to college that they will continue

their study of the scriptures, that they

will continue their activities in the

Church insofar as it is possible where
they are located; and if they are desiring

with all their hearts to continue in their

activities, they will probably find a way
of doing it. I believe that young men
may go through college and preserve

their faith and grow in faith and in

intelligence and understanding if they

will be faithful and true to their re-

ligious obligations, but if they do not

do that, they may lose their faith. If

there is anyone who wants to go to

college and hasn't the spiritual capacity

to take on a college education without

losing his faith, he had better stay on
the farm and do his duty in the Church,
and serve his fellow men and serve God,
and grow in knowledge and intelligence

and power there, because all the things

he might get in colleges do not lead

to intelligence. If a thing is true, it

does. If it isn't true, it does not.

So, my brethren and sisters, thank
the Lord for the truth. Thank the Lord
for the gospel of Jesus Christ. Thank
the Lord for the splendid leaders God
has raised up to instruct us and counsel

us and direct us. Let our youth preserve
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teachable hearts and minds, enlightened

by the spirit and power of the Holy
Ghost. Then they can go through all

the colleges in the world, and all the
occupations and needed experiences in

the world, and preserve their faith and
be successful as men among men, and
always be thorough Latter-day Saints,

and then they are successful indeed.

May God give us power, and the youth
of our Church power, to hold on to the

faith, to love it with all their hearts,

to incorporate it in their lives, to give

it first place, so that God may bless and
preserve them, and may we all do this

and follow this principle, I humbly
pray, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

ELDER HENRY D. MOYLE

0[ the Council of the Twelve Apostles

that I were an angel, and could have
the wish of mine heart, that I might go
forth and speak with the trump of God,
with a voice to shake the earth, and cry

repentance unto every people! (Alma 29:1)

was the statement of the Prophet of

old.

1 am sure today in our lives many of

us wish that we were something other

than we are, thinking likely that their

lot is preferable to our own. But Alma
said further:

Yea, I would declare unto every soul, as

with the voice of thunder, repentance and
the plan of redemption, that they should
repent and come unto our God that there

might not be more sorrow upon all the
face of the earth.

But behold, I am a man, and do sin

in my wish; for I ought to be content with
the things which the Lord hath allotted

unto me. (Ibid., 29:2-3.)

I believe that we, as fellow workers
in the priesthood, might well take to

heart the admonition of Alma and be
content with that which God hath al-

lotted us. We might well be assured
that we had something to do with our
"allotment" in our pre-existent state.

This would be an additional reason for

us to accept our present condition and
make the best of it. It is what we agreed

to do.

We are told in the Doctrine and
Covenants that

He that keepeth his commandments re-

ceiveth truth and light, until he is glorified

in truth and knoweth all things.

Man was also in the beginning with

God. Intelligence, or the light of truth, was
not created or made, neither indeed can be.

Then the Lord says:

All truth is independent in that sphere

in which God has placed it, to act for

itself, as all intelligence also; otherwise

there is no existence. (D. & C. 93:28-30.)

For that to be true, we had our own
free agency in our pre-mortal existence,

and whatever we are today is likely the

result of that which we willed to be

heretofore. We unquestionably knew
before we elected to come to this earth

the conditions under which we would
here exist, and live, and work. So little

wonder it is that Alma of old said that

we sin in the thought, or in the desire,

or in the wish that we were someone
other than ourselves. He said further:

Now, seeing that I know these things,

why should I desire more than to perform
the work to which I have been called?

Why should I desire that I were an angel,

that I could speak unto all the ends of the

earth?

For behold, the Lord doth grant unto
all nations, of their own nation and tongue,

to teach his word, yea, in wisdom, all that

he seeth fit that they should have; therefore

we see that the Lord doth counsel in wis-

dom, according to that which is just and
true.

I know that which the Lord hath com-
manded me, and I glory in it. I do not

glory of myself, but I glory in that which
the Lord hath commanded me; yea, and
this is my glory, that perhaps I may be an
instrument in the hands of God to bring

some soul to repentance; and this is my joy.

(Alma 29:6-9.)


