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congregation came from humbler cir-

cumstances than I, and for that I am
grateful. I do not recall my father at

all because he died when I was a year

and a half old, but like you I had a

wonderful mother. As a matter of fact,

my life has been enriched by three

wonderful women: the mother who bore
me and nurtured me through the priva-

tions of those days when with five little

ones she made ends meet somehow; the
companion of my life who for forty-one
years has sustained me with an unfail-

ing devotion; and a mother-in-law who
has none of the attributes that we so
familiarly attach to the name, Sister

Richard W. Young, with her ninety
years of benediction.

I have said I love this Church and
its people. I love the Lord. My life is

anchored to the testimony that I have
that God lives and that Jesus is the
Christ. I glory in my membership in a
Church which was instituted through

GENERAL CONFERENCE
Third Day

revelation, and I testify to you today

that the Prophet Joseph Smith and all

of his successors, men of God, have

been inspired to build this great insti-

tution.

President McKay, in the love I bear

you, I give you my life and my serv-

ice, and with your sustaining benedic-

tion and the blessings of heaven, I'll

go where you want me to go; I'll give

my best in an attempt to do what you
and He would have me to do.

God bless you all. If my assignment

may in some part be with these grand

young people such as are here from

Brigham Young University today, it

will be a glorious privilege to bear wit-

ness to a new generation of the glories

of the gospel as they have blessed me
at every turn of my life. I pray the

blessings of God upon us all, and I

dedicate myself to this service, in the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

BISHOP CARL W. BUEHNER
Second Counselor in the Presiding Bishopric

This is a great and an inspiring con-
ference, and I am most happy that
I can be here this morning and

raise my hand to sustain those who
have been called to preside over us in
this great Church.

I would like Brother Bennion to

know (I have known him for many
years) that he has been an inspiration
in my life, and that I am sure he will
find great joy and happiness in the
new assignment that has come to him.

I should publicly like to thank the
First Presidency of the Church for

the great experience that came to me
immediately following the last general
conference, of going into the islands

of the Pacific and meeting there a very
wonderful people. I had the oppor-
tunity of visiting New Zealand, Samoa,
Tonga, the island of Niue, and the
Hawaiian Islands, and I found there

a people of great faith, who have an
admiration for the leadership of this

Church. I am sure this morning their

eyes are focused on this great confer-

ence, from which the law goes forth.

I should like to relate one brief expe-

rience, and that is because I have ob-

served the great number of people who
have tried to get into the Tabernacle to

hear the conference. I participated in

the dedication of a little chapel at Pago
Pago in the Tutuilla District, and I

observed something there that I would
like to recommend to the Church. I

would like to see it tried here. This

little chapel, which normally, I imagine,

would seat about two hundred people

if it were equipped like our chapels

are, had no benches in it. The people

all sat on the floor with crossed legs.

We had 508 in a little chapel that

normally would hold two hundred. I

am not recommending that we take

the benches out of the Tabernacle, but

we may use some new chapel as a

guinea pig to try the new method, and
possibly we could reduce the size of

our buildings so that we could build
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more chapels, be just as happy and just

as comfortable as these fine people in

the isles of the Pacific. It was a great

experience.

My note here says that I was to say

something about this beautiful spring-

time and how nature has put on its new
garments. Looking out of the windows,
you can tell I didn't write this speech

this morning.

When I was in the Hawaiian Islands,

I had a little story related to me by
President Edward L. Clissold of the
Oahu Stake which impressed me very

much. He told me of a Filipino man
who was very earnestly studying the
gospel, who was a very studious sort of

person, a man who was very shy and
backward, who became acquainted with
the missionaries and also with Presi-

dent Clissold, and after becoming
intensely interested and studying the

gospel for some time, became a convert

to the Church. President Clissold said

shortly after this time they were holding

a quarterly conference in the stake, and
he kept having the impression that he
should like to have some person, who
recently had come into the Church,
bear his testimony, and the name of

this Filipino who had recently become
a convert kept crossing his mind, but
he said, "I knew if I called on him it

would frighten him to death, knowing
the nature of the person; but that idea

so persisted that I finally called him
up out of the audience, and he came to

the stand. When he spoke, he said,

'I am forty-two years of age. For forty-

one years I do not know where I am or

where I am going; but for one year,

I know where I am and where I am
going.' " I thought, there is a thought-
provoking subject on which sermons
could be preached. Something came
into that man's life that changed his

whole perspective, and in a few short

months, after becoming acquainted with
those who have authority to preach the
true gospel, he could also say he knew
where he was now, and where he was
going. I tell you, brethren and sisters,

that probably the great difference be-

tween the true Church of Jesus Christ

and all these other denominations is

in that very statement—that those who
have accepted the truth know where
they are and know where they are going,

and I doubt that the rest of the Christian

world can say that thing.

I have had some great experiences in

the stakes of the Church. My work in

the Presiding Bishopric has largely been
with an army of men who have become
a little wayward, a little backward,
who have acquired a few bad habits,

and because of this, have not identified

themselves too regularly with the organ-

izations of the Church. We have made
a great effort to reclaim some of these

brethren. My heart goes out to bishops,

bishops' counselors, ward teachers, ad-

visers, and others, who put their arms
around these men and point out to

them the thing they have missed in

life and bring them back.

I heard one recently down in the

Uvada Stake. He was invited to say a

few words at quarterly conference. It

was a great effort for this man, and
when he had finished his little talk, he
said, "I would like you folks to know
that when the bishop asked me to give

this little talk, the devil also assigned

someone to tell me not to give this

talk," and then he began to point out
eight different occasions where the devil

and he had a contest over whether or

not he was going to give this talk. You
know, that influence is rampant in the

earth, and I am sure many of us are

being influenced by it. I am sure we
are locked with him many times. Some-
one said in these few words: "I have
heard much about the devil. I have
read a great deal about the devil. I

have even done business with the devil,

but it didn't pay."

I would like to tell you today that I

hope we starve the devil to death, that

we give him no business, and that we de-

vote all our time and all our energies to

doing the work of the Lord. I think
that is one way we are going to bind
Satan, by not letting him have influence

concerning us.
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I was in the North Weber Stake just

last week, and I heard another of these

young men stand up, and as he did so,

he said, "I'll never get over thanking

the bishop who put his arm around me
four months ago and invited me to do

a little something in the Church." Then
he bore his testimony indicating how
happy he was, and he said, "For twenty-

one years I have been inactive in this

Church and have missed a great oppor-

tunity." When that meeting was over,

the first person to rush up and embrace
him was his wife, and standing next to

his wife was his mother, her eyes filled

with tears. She said to me, "This is one
of the greatest days of my life, to have
my son stand there, bear his testimony,

and express his gratitude that he is

now active again in the Church."

I heard a good sister not so long ago
in one of the stakes up in the east here,

who was responding to a little talk

about what the activity of her husband
meant to her. She said she had prayed
and worked in the Church for twenty-
two years and hoped that the day
would come when something would in-

fluence her husband to turn him away
from some of the habits he had so that
eventually they could enjoy some of

the great blessings that come to the
faithful in the Church. She said that
early in his life he had been a sheep
man. He went out in the sheep camp
and acquired some bad habits. Later
on his brother became very ill, and
unknown to anyone else, he went to
the elders and had them administer to

him. His brother was seriously ill,

and he even despaired as to whether
he might recover or not. The Lord
heard the prayers of the elders, and this

man's health was restored to him. Later
on this man became seriously ill himself,
and he asked for the elders to administer
to him, and he had a recovery. About
that time his wife said, "My husband
felt that he ought in some way to repay

the Lord for the goodness that had come
to him, and so he began to go to meet-

ings and participate in some of the

activities. He began to lay aside some

Third Dan

of his bad habits. The bishop recogniz-

ing this, made him a member of the

building committee of the ward. He
was a man with a fine personality, a

fine looking man, and he did a great

job." She said, "One morning we were

having breakfast, and our small daugh-

ter (I suppose noticing that the father

poured himself a cup of coffee) said,

'Dad, you are getting along fine. When
are you going to quit drinking coffee?'

The man said, 'I guess I might as well

quit right now,' " and she said, "He
poured the coffee back in the coffeepot,

and that was the last coffee that he

drank." His activity increased, and
the happiness in the home began to in-

crease also. Then she said the bishop

finally gave him another job in the

Church. A few months later someone
came to him and said, "Your name
has been recommended to have you
interviewed to be ordained an elder

in the Church," and that so thrilled

the man that from then on he didn't

miss any more meetings of any kind.

He became very faithful and very ac-

tive. Then she said, as her eyes filled

with tears, "Finally, the great day came
when the bishop came to us and said,

'I have noticed the activity of your

husband and the members of your fam-
ily. I am sure you are ready to go into

the temple to be sealed for time and
all eternity.' " Then she said, "That
great day came when we were in the

Salt Lake Temple, my husband and I

and our children being sealed together

for time and all eternity. I waited
twenty-two years, but it was worth every

minute of it."

I heard a number of these men, and
I have been impressed by the great

work we can do, brethren, if we will

reach out our arms and invite them back
into activity. Most of them just need
a little job, need a little encouragement,

need someone who has a little interest

in them, and we can accomplish a great

good with these fine people.

I am sure my time is gone. I would
like to mention one other little story

that a father told me about his little
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son. Someone mentioned a little boy
yesterday in his talk. This little boy
was not quite six years of age, and his

father said that last Father's Day he
wanted to make an impression on his

youngster. He had been playing out

on the street. They brought him in and
washed him up, and at the dinner table

he wanted to impress this youngster

with the value of Father's Day and
what a great man the father was. He
said as he was getting along with his

little talk, his little boy said, "Daddy,
do you know that God is the Daddy of

all of the daddies and that Jesus is the

Oldest Brother of all of the brothers?"

That father said, "I all but got off my
chair and knelt at the feet of my little

son." I want to tell you, in the words

of a child, that was a great truth, and
I wish people of the world could under-

stand just that, that God is the Daddy
of all of the daddies and that Jesus is

the Oldest Brother of all of the brothers.

Then in conclusion someone else said,

"Be careful. You may be the only

standard works that some people may
read." Now think that over. I think

there is a lot of truth in that.

May the Lord help us to live our

lives worthy of membership in this

Church, and may we be anxious and
willing to do our part to help move
forward this great work, I pray in the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

He who has just spoken to us is

Bishop Carl W. Buehner, a member of

the Presiding Bishopric of the Church.
We shall now hear from Elder Delbert
L. Stapley of the Council of the Twelve,
who will be followed by Elder Marion
G. Romney. Elder Stapley

—

ELDER DELBERT L. STAPLEY

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS, I should

like to pay tribute to our late be-

loved departed associate, Elder

ohn A. Widtsoe, a man who has con-

tributed much to this Church and its

people. He left many books, manu-
scripts, and leaflets that we can all

use and profit by. I, too, want to wel-

come Elder Adam S. Bennion into the

Quorum of the Twelve and assure him
that he has my love, my prayers, my
blessing, my help. I know he will

contribute a great deal to the work. He
is filling the shoes of a very important

individual, but I know he will rise to

the great responsibilities of this call.

I would like for you to keep in mind,

my brothers and sisters, as I speak to

you, the talks of President David O.
McKay on the home, of Bishop Thorpe
B. Isaacson on security in the gospel of

Jesus Christ, and the talk of President

Bruce R. McConkie on the Holy Ghost,

its powers and functions.

Toward the close of his ministry,

Christ taught his disciples that he must
suffer many things and be crucified and
would rise again the third day. Peter

rebuked the Savior saying, "Be it far

from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto
thee." Jesus turned to Peter and said,

"Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art

an offence unto me: for thou savourest

not the things that be of God, but those

that be of men." (Matt. 16:22-23.) If

the Lord walked among us today, would
we be an offense unto him and subject

to chastisement for savoring the things

of men more than the things of God?
Our modern scientific material world

with its great achievements, conven-
iences, comforts, and tempting prosperity

has diverted many a good man from his

avowed plan to serve God faithfully.

Opportunities for riches, and the power
that goes with them, often impels men
to pursue increased possessions, money,
and the honors of men more than the


