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that it is something of a waste of time

to go to a man's home who has been

neglectful and spend the time in talking

about the weather or the crops or poli-

tics or something else.

I always admired my dear brother,

the President of the Church, George Al-

bert Smith. I have been with him on

many occasions. I have seen him meet

many old friends, and I frequently have

seen him take their hand, and ask the

first question, not how are you getting

along, which usually means how much
money are you making, but "How are

you feeling in the Church?" I have

seen him ask that of business men. I

have been with him on the streets of

this city and had him meet a business

man and say, "Well, how are you feel-

ing in the Church?" It was a direct ap-

proach, and one usually that brought a

response that probably made the man
search his conscience, and that is what

we need to do with these men, to get

them to search their own conscience, and

make their own decisions to avail them-

selves of these glorious opportunities that

we bring to them.

Now, my brethren, I recognize that I

can't deal with many problems tonight.

There is one problem that President

McKay suggested that I mention to you

about the missionaries, and I fully en-

dorse all that has been said about that

great work, and that is, brethren, that

we still think it wise to use some caution

in the general advertising of missionary

farewells. I don't need to take the time

to tell you the rather strenuous period

we have been through in trying to ar-

range for our missionary program. It

has not been easy. Thank the Lord

it is now operating in good measure and

producing results, but it has not been

easy; and for the time being, it is sug-

gested that you follow the directions

that were issued sometime ago to avoid
newspaper advertising of our missionary
farewells. Times may change, and this

instruction may change.
I just want to bear my testimony to the

divinity of this great power that you and
I hold. I know that it is genuine. I

know that it is authentic. I have no
more question about its authenticity and
its derivation than I have of any other

fact established by the most concrete

evidence we could ask. Sometimes there

are those who when I have laid my
hands upon their head in ordination

have asked me for the derivation of my
priesthood. I repeat four steps: I was
ordained by President Joseph F. Smith.
He was ordained by President Brigham
Young. Brigham Young was ordained
by the three witnesses, one of whom was
Oliver Cowdery, and that ordination
was subsequently confirmed by the
Prophet. Oliver Cowdery and Joseph
Smith were ordained by angelic ministers

from the Lord Jesus Christ himself. We
don't have to go into antiquity to estab-

lish the authenticity and the genuine-
ness of this power that we hold, and you
and I know, that aside from the evi-

dences of its authentic derivation, we
know that there is an essence within it

which makes it more than a mere name.
I have felt it and you have. I know
that our Father has given it to his men
and boys to establish his work. God
help us to use it effectively in the crea-

tion of a better world, I humbly pray,
in the name of Jesus. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Thank you President Richards and
President Clark.

We have received a report that by
actual count and by report over the
telephone from Provo and Logan, we
have in attendance at this great Priest-

hood Meeting, 16,173 members.

PRESIDENT DAVID O. McKAY

MY DEAR Fellow Workers: Just a

few words in conclusion.

I commend the appeal made by
Brother Petersen, and once again ask that

the bishops send the names to Elders

Spencer Kimball and Mark E. Petersen

of those girls and boys who leave their

home towns to come to the centers.
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The Young Women's Mutual Im-
provement Association will help you, if

you ask them to report to you; they
have so written to me within the week.

They are prepared to report on every

girl in every ward in the Church. The
Lord bless them and may he bless you,

bishops, in this service of saving souls.

Excursions

One other point—^when you have ex-

cursions for young people, either to the

temple or visiting a city, please see to

it that you have registered or chartered

busses, unless you come in your private

cars. In either case be sure that the

boys and girls are properly chaperoned.

On Soliciting Funds

Wards and branches should not so-

licit funds or try to raise money for

their buildings in other places than
under their own jurisdiction. We do
not favor bidding on shovels used for

breaking ground for church edifices.

How TO Obtain a Testimony

A few years ago a stranger sat in the

gallery opposite this pulpit and listened

to the testimony of one of the elders

of the Church. He accompanied a man
who had been excommunicated from the

Church. As they were walking out of

the grounds, the stranger said, referring

to the testimony of the speaker that

day, "Do you know, I would give all I

possess if I knew that what that speaker

said today is true."

Several of the brethren throughout
this conference have emphasized the
value of a testimony. Brother Sonne,
particularly, laid stress upon the fact

that that is the strength of the Church.
It is. There is nothing which a man
can possess in this world, which will

bring more comfort, more hope and faith

than a testimony of the existence of a

Heavenly Father who loves us, or of

the reality of Jesus Christ, his Only
Begotten Son, that those two heavenly
personages appeared to the Prophet
Joseph and established the Church of

Second Day

Jesus Christ, and that men are officially

authorized to represent Deity.

Scientists are seeking that knowledge,
some of them in vain. One of them
recently declared that he had failed

to find it, and had lost his faith even
in God, and he is recognized as one of

the great.

You know, too, you who have read
the book "Man Does Not Stand Alone,"
how impressively that great author
leads the world to accept the existence

of God's guidance. You who have
heard missionaries return and bear wit-

ness that they know that this Gospel is

true, will remember, probably, when
you were boys, that you, too, would
have given anything if you could so

testify in truth.

We have hundreds, perhaps thou-
sands of young men here with us to-

night. They are eagerly longing to

have that testimony. Of its value, there

is no question. Of its reality, too, there

is no question in the minds of you
leaders who possess an absolute knowl-
edge of these things.

But as I have listened to the testi-

monies, I have wondered how many of

us are showing the boys how they may
know. Are we sufficiently emphasizing
the fact that they will never know it

if they indulge in sin; they will never
find it out if they live to gratify their

passions and appetites. "My spirit shall

not always strive with man." (Gen.
6:3; D. C. 1:33; Moses 8:17.) His spirit

will not dwell in unclean tabernacles.

("The Spirit of the Lord doth not dwell
in unholy temples." Helaman 4:24.)

And you cannot have a testimony with-
out the Spirit of God.
Young men, may I just name three

steps that will aid you in obtaining
this priceless possession, and then you
follow them.

On the night of Gethsemane, Jesus

offered a great prayer. In the intro-

duction he said this: "Father, thou hast
heard me," and he thanked the Lord
for it, and then he said: "And this is

life eternal, that they might know thee
the only true God, and Jesus Christ,

whom thou hast sent." (John 17:3.)
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That is what a testimony means. To
know God, and Jesus Christ, is to

have Hfe eternal, the great possession

of eternal life.

But the question arises—How may I

know? Jesus has answered it, as he
has shown the way in every aspect of

life. One day, when he bore testi-

mony to his divinity, that his teachings

were of God, the Pharisees and others

around him said, "How knoweth this

man letters, having never learned?"

How do we know (that was their ques-

tion), that you are divine? And he gave

a simple answer: "If any man will do
his will, he shall know of the doctrine,

whether it be of God, or whether I

speak of myself." (John 7:15, 17.) There
is a definite answer—a clear-cut state-

ment, young man. "If ye will do the

will, ye shall know." And, "to know
God, and Jesus Christ, whom he has
sent, is eternal life."

However, there still remains unan-
swered the question: What is God's
will? On one occasion several thousand
people asked that question saying "Men
and brethren, what shall we do?" It

was on the Day of Pentecost, and Peter,

who had received a testimony and in-

structions from the Savior, answered:
"Repent, and be baptized every one of

you in the name of Jesus Christ for the

remission of sins, and ye shall receive

the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the

promise is unto you, and to your chil-

dren, and to all that are afar off even

as many as the Lord our God rhall

call." (Acts 2:37-39.)

Did you note that first sentence, that

first condition? Repentance, which is

a changing of life. If you have been
swearing, stop it. That is what re-

pentance means. If you have been dis-

obeying father or mother, cease your

disobedience. If you have beeii think-

ing impure thoughts, substitute them
with noble ideas. Repentance means
ever to change your thoughts and acts

for the better.

A lawyer, a Pharisee asked Christ, on
one occasion, "Which is the great com-
mandment in the law?" (Matt. 22:36.)

And in answer, most profound, Jesus

said, the first fundamental law is to

"love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind, and with all thy strength."

(Mark 12:30.) "And the second is like

unto it. Thou shalt love thy neighbor
as thyself." (Matt. 22:39.) And the
Pharisee admitted that Jesus had spoken
wisely.

Analyze that and you will find that it

means that instead of centering your
thoughts on self, that God becomes the
center of your existence; your thought
is what you are going to do for him.
You will pray to him at night. You will

pray to him when you have some heavy
task to perform. In your school work,
pray. I know, you may not hear his

voice always, and you may feel that he
did not answer your question in your
prayer, but in youth, keep praying, hold-
ing to the assurance that God is near
you to help you.

Christ has given us "all things that

pertain unto life and godliness, through
the knowledge of him that hath called

us to glory and virtue: Whereby are

given unto us exceeding great and
precious promises: that by these ye might
be partakers of the divine nature," (II

Peter 1:3-4) that is, the Holy Ghost
promised by Peter, to live in this world
and be a partaker of the divine nature
of our Father in Heaven.

I bear witness to you that that is a

reality. Young man, never lose sight

of it. And then, after Peter bore wit-

ness that that is a reality, he said

this:

"... add to your faith virtue; and
to virtue knowledge;
"And to knowledge temperance (note

the words) ; and to temperance patience;

and to patience godliness;

"And to godliness brotherly kindness;

and to brotherly kindness charity,"

—

love.

Now note the promise:

"For if these things be in you, and
abound, they make you that ye shall

neither be barren nor unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ,"—
of the things of God. (II Peter 1:5-8.)

And to know God is eternal life.
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Those are divine steps, that lead back
to the presence of God, our Eternal
Father.

May the young within the sound of

our voices tonight, and all in the Church,
follow those steps, and gain, each one,

the precious gift of a knowledge of

the divinity of this work, I humbly pray,

in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

The Men's Chorus of the Tabernacle

Third Day

Choir will sing, "Seek Thy God," after

which. Elder Joseph Anderson, Clerk of

the Conference, will offer the benedic-

tion.

Singing by the Men's Chorus, "Seek
Thy God."

Elder Joseph Anderson, Clerk of the

Conference and Secretary to the First

Presidency, offered the closing prayer.

THIRD DAY MEETING

CHURCH OF THE AIR

Columbia Broadcasting Company's
Church of the Air was presented at

8:00 a.m., Sunday, October 4th. The
program as presented was as follows:

The Tabernacle Choir, under the di-

rection of J. Spencer Cornwall, furnished

the music for this service, with Frank
W. Asper at the organ. Richard L.

Evans was the announcer.

Music: Organ and humming choir:

"Sweet Is the Work."
Announcer: The Church of the Air

is presented by CBS Radio so that men
of many faiths may speak to a nation-

wide audience. Today's service comes
to you from the Mormon Tabernacle on
Temple Square in Salt Lake City,

through the facilities of Station KSL.
The speaker will be Henry D. Moyle,
of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints. Music is by the Tabernacle
Choir, under the direction of J. Spencer
Cornwall. Frank Asper is at the or-

gan.

The Choir opens the service with one
of the hymns of Eliza R. Snow, sung
to the music of Evan Stephens: "Awake,
Ye Saints of God, Awake. Call on the
Lord in mighty prayer."

(The Choir sang the hymn, "Awake,
Ye Saints of God."—Stephens).

Announcer: We continue this Church
of the Air Service with the worshipful
words and music of Will James: "Jesus,

Our Lord, We Adore Thee, Jesus Our
Crucified Savior."

(The Choir sang: "Jesus, Our Lord"

—

James).

Announcer: We shall now hear on
this Church of the Air service, Henry
D. Moyle of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, frequently referred

to as the Mormon Chtirch. In addition

to his Church service. Brother Moyle
has had a distinguished career as a law-
yer, business administrator and civic

servant. He has titled today's talk:

"Who Shall Deny or Question the
Justice of God?"

ELDER HENRY D. MOYLE

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

MANY PEOPLE of the world today have
lost their faith in the living God.
Their trust is placed in many dif-

ferent gods, fashioned after the weakness
and inclination of men: A god who

makes might, right; a god of riches, a
god of selfishness and greed; a god of
lust; a god whom professional and busi-

ness men serve, men who worship their

profession or business to the exclusion


