
32 GENERAL CONFERENCE
Friday, October 1

the weaknesses of the flesh because the

Spirit of the Lord had taken precedence
in his life. So indelibly did he desire

his testimony to be inscribed upon the

hearts and minds of men that he said:

Oh that my words were now written! oh
that they were printed in a bookl
That they were graven with an iron

pen and lead in the rock for ever!

For I know that my redeemer liveth, and
that he shall stand at the latter day upon
the earth:

And though after my skin worms destroy

this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God.
Whom I shall see for myself, and mine

eyes shall behold, and not another; though
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my reins be consumed within me. (Job
19:23-27.)

Yes, my brothers and sisters and
friends of the radio and television audi-
ence, you may also have a positive testi-

mony that God lives and that Jesus is

the Christ, the divine Son of God our
heavenly Father, and I trust that those

who are hungering and thirsting after

righteousness may have a desire within
their hearts to accept truth, for all truth

emanates from God our eternal Father.

This is my testimony to you today,

and I bear it in humility and in the

name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER HENRY D. MOYLE

Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

THE
RESTORATION OF THE GOSPEL—This

statement presupposes two funda-

mental facts (1) the former existence

of the gospel upon the earth; (2) its

loss—disappearance, etc. Was there a

divine church? It is as much our mis-

sion on earth to proclaim the existence

of the gospel in earlier dispensations as

anything can be. The world today

wonders why we sent missionaries to

so-called Christian nations rather than

confine our proselyting efforts to the so-

called heathen nations. The answer

is important. Christianity so-called has

lost the knowledge of the true gospel of

Jesus Christ as established in former

times.

And Jesus answered and said unto them,
Take heed that no man deceive you.

For many shall come in my name, saying,

I am Christ; and shall deceive many. (Mat-
thew 24:4-5.)

We go into the world to teach them
the former as well as the latter-day

gospel of Jesus Christ. Did not the

prophets Isaiah and Micah say:

And it shall come to pass in the last

days, that the mountain of the Lord's house
shall be established in the top of the moun-
tains, and shall be exalted above the hills;

and all nations shall flow unto it.

And many people shall go and say, Come
ye, and let us go up to the mountain of

the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob;

and he will teach us of his ways, and we
will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall

go forth the law, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem.

And he shall judge among the nations,

and shall rebuke many people: and they
shall beat their swords into plowshares,

and their spears into pruninghooks: nation
shall not lift up sword against nation,

neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob, come ye, and let

us walk in the light of the Lord. (Isaiah

2:2-5; see also Micah 4:1-3.)

Not many years ago in Knoxville,
Tennessee, I saw a sign done in bronze
on the corner of a bank building which
read in substance: "The Church around
the corner teaches the old-fashioned
gospel of Jesus Christ." This very
attempt on the part of this great church
to distinguish itself from other present-

day churches is evidence sufficient of
the necessity of missionary work to be
done among those professing faith in
new-fashioned religions conceived of

men and among those who deny all

faiths, deny even the existence of God.
We have a mission to preach the gos-

pel—the existence and the true concep-
tion of God to our fellow men, the es-

tablishment of his Church upon the
earth by his Only Begotten Son, Jesus

Christ. We cannot, in fact, proclaim
the restoration of the gospel without pro-

claiming its pre-existence. The restora-

tion must bring back that which was
originally established. Something else

would not be a restoration; neither can
you restore that which is already here.
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We can restore only that which is lost,

gone, disappeared. Restoration means

to bring back that which we formerly

had.

The foundation upon which the

Church of Jesus Christ is organized in

these latter days is the statement of

Jesus Christ to the boy who, in the

strength and simplicity of his faith,

prayed to God for enlightenment upon
this very subject. Where is the Church
of Jesus Christ to be found? The boy
of fourteen asked the Lord which of all

the sects was right and which he should

join. He was told by the Lord that

he must join none of them, for they

were all wrong, that all their creeds

were an abomination in his sight, that

they drew near to him with their lips

but their hearts were far from him.

They teach for doctrine the command-
ments of men, having a form of god-

liness but they deny the power thereof.

He again forbade the boy to join any

of them. A restoration of the divine

Church was later to be effected through

the instrumentality of this boy as he

grew to manhood, the Prophet Joseph

Smith. The Angel Moroni later told

the Prophet in September of 1823:

Behold, I will reveal unto you the Priest-

hood, by the hand of Elijah the prophet,

before the coming of the great and dread-

ful day of the Lord. (D. & C. 2:1.)

Joseph Smith was not only given the

priesthood—the keys of which Elijah

held, but previously he and Oliver

Cowdery had also received the apostolic

priesthood at the hands of Peter, James,

and John, with authority and direction

once again to select twelve apostles.

The priesthood of God was thus once

again restored to the earth, the author-

ity by which the divine Church should

be reestablished on the earth, so vital

to the world at large, whether Christian

or heathen, is this restoration, that every

bearer of the priesthood should be well-

versed in the historic facts such as we
have of the original foundations of the

gospel—its disappearance and its

restoration as well as the first princi-

ples of the gospel itself. What could

be more appropriate for the large body

of the priesthood of the Church than

periodically to direct its study to these

matters of such great historic value to

us and to our missionary work. We
have studied them now for three years.

We have not been left without evidence
of an apostasy from the gospel as given
us by the Savior. Our course of study
prepared by Elder James L. Barker has
given us many important historic facts

with which we should be familiar.

Others will find and, from time to time,

add more to our fund of knowledge
just as Elders Parley P. Pratt, James E.

Talmage, and B. H. Roberts, and others

have done in the past from historic

sources. The scriptures themselves
prophesy of the falling away from the
true gospel of Jesus Christ.

We read:

I charge thee therefore before God, and
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the
quick and the dead at his appearing and his

kingdom;
Preach the word; be instant in season,

out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with
longsuffering and doctrine.

For the time will come when they will

not endure sound doctrine; but after their

own lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears;

And they shall turn away their ears

from the truth, and shall be turned unto
fables. (II Timothy 4:1-4.)

For the prophecy came not in old time
by the will of man: but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost. (II Peter 1:21.)

But there were false prophets also among
the people, even as there shall be false
teachers among you, who privily shall bring
in damnable heresies, even denying the
Lord that bought them, and bring upon
themselves swift destruction.

And many shall follow their pernicious
ways; by reason of whom the way of truth
shall be evil spoken of.

And through covetousness shall they with
feigned words make merchandise of you:
whose judgment now of a long time lingereth
not, and their damnation slumbereth not.
(Ibid., 2:1-3.)

The earth mourneth and fadeth away,
the world languisheth and fadeth away, the
haughty people of the earth do languish.

The earth also is defiled under the in-

habitants thereof; because they have trans-

gressed the laws, changed the ordinance,
broken the everlasting covenant.

Therefore hath the curse devoured the
earth, and they that dwell therein are deso-
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late: therefore the inhabitants of the earth

are burned, and few men left. (Isaiah

24:4-6.)

And I saw another angel fly in the midst
of heaven, having the everlasting gospel

to preach unto them that dwell on the earth,

and to every nation, and kindred, and ton-

gue, and people.

Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and
give glory to him; for the hour of his judg-

ment is come: and worship him that made
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the

fountains of waters. (Revelation 14:6-7.)

This gospel now restored to earth is

a plan of life and salvation, a means by
which through our obedience we can be
brought back into the presence of our

eternal heavenly Father crowned with
glory, immortality, and eternal lives.

It has always had a universal applica-

tion. It was the same gospel in Jeru-

salem, Constantinople, Ephesus, or

Rome. It is eternal in its endurance 1

If we were to go to any of these cities

or any place else to which the Apostles

of Christ carried the true gospel and
they claimed to be the rightful succes-

sors of Christ, we would have one ab-

solute, unchangeable, accurate, and
at the same time simple standard by
which we could judge the validity of

their claims, assuming as the facts com-
pel, that after a relatively short time

the teachings of those professing to be

the followers of Christ differed in prac-

tically every country if not in every

great city. It has been the purpose of

these priesthood courses which Brother

Barker has outlined, for us to put these

various, present-day claims to this test

—

Do any of their teachings and prac-

tices conform to Christ's?

I marvel that ye are so soon removed from
him that called you into the grace of

Christ unto another gospel:

Which is not another; but there be some
that trouble you, and would pervert the

gospel of Christ.

But though we, or an angel from heaven,

preach any other gospel unto you than
that which we have preached unto you, let

him be accursed. (Galatians 1:6-8.) (Italics

added.)

For if he that cometh preacheth another

Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if

ye receive another spirit, which ye have

not received, or another gospel, which ye
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have not accepted, ye might well bear
with him. (II Cor. 11:4.)

The pertinent facts have had to be
searched out from the writings of al-

most countless men for nigh onto two
thousand years, all of them written

with few, if any, exceptions by men
who have in turn found the subject

matter of their writings as a matter of

intensive research. By their very nature
the facts found have not lent them-
selves to too great a simplification. The
priesthood quorums for the past three

years have struggled with these lessons.

Some of them put themselves in the

spirit of the researcher and have suc-

ceeded in getting the greatest benefit

therefrom. They are the ones who have
qualified themselves from secular his-

tory itself, written for the most part by
the clergy, directly affected by the re-

cital of the facts, the changes of doc-

trine which actually took place in their

own churches, the departures from the

simple truths enunciated by the Savior

himself, the establishment of pagan
practices within the church, to estab-

lish the departure of all the churches

of the world in 1830 from the simple

truths of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We need only refer to a few examples
which are so clearly set forth in the

priesthood manuals of the last three

years. Take, for example, baptism with-
out authority, performed otherwise than
by immersion; the doctrines of infant

damnation, of transubstantiation, of

predestination, of an immaterial God
who created man both body and soul

out of nothing, that man may be saved
by grace alone, indulgences, absolutions,

intercession of saints, along with the
miraculous power of relics, of masses,

of the worship of images in churches,

of purgatory, of monasticism. Such a
marked departure from the simple prin-

ciples of the gospel of Jesus Christ. The
change was so obvious, thinking people
were compelled to participate in the
great Reformation as soon as the Bible

itself came into their hands.
We are told that by the year 1520

there were eighteen translations of the
Bible in German, eleven in Italian, four

in Bohemian, and two in Dutch. Thus
those who read the Bible for the first

time were shocked at the depth and
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the breadth of the departure which had
taken place in the churches of the

world from the simple truths of the

gospel of Jesus Christ. These are the

benefits which have come to those who
have studied earnestly the priesthood
manuals of the last three years.

Others have struggled without getting

so deeply into the spirit in which this

great work entitled The Divine Church
was written. It has been a subject that

could not be mastered without effort.

Let me say it was not written without
effort. There seems to be a relation-

ship between the effort of the author

and that required by the student to

master the course. Others, we are ad-

vised, fell by the wayside and substi-

tuted other courses more to their indi-

vidual liking. They have not prepared

themselves to meet these issues so vital

and current today in our intercourse

with our fellow men in spreading the

light which is ours among our neigh-

bors at home and abroad.

For next year we have prepared a

course of study to consider the restora-

tion of the same divine Church upon
the earth with the restoration of its

simple principles and practices. We
hope our priesthood leaders will accept

these lessons in the spirit in which they
are written. In studying them, go back
constantly in considering the restora-

tion to the history of the departure

therefrom on the part of the churches
of the world. We want to continue to

perfect ourselves in this respect through
a continued study of the important his-

tory outlined in the manuals of the last

three years. It should be our purpose
in teaching and studying these lessons

on the restoration, whether we be

teacher or student, to relate our studies

back to the apostasy by a comparison of

the details of the restoration of the

gospel with the principles which were
taught in the churches of the world in

1830. In this manner can we learn in

the next two years as we consider these

lessons on the restoration written by
Elder Roy A. Welker as much or more
of the facts contained in our previous

three manuals on the divine Church,
dealing as they do with the apostasy as

we did during the past years them-
selves. This is important, too, because

many who shall have occasion to attend

the priesthood quorum meetings this

year and next year were not present

during the past three years. The ques-

tion naturally arises—how can we study

the restoration as I have tried to empha-
size, without some study of what we are

restoring? Answering the question, if

the world once had it, what has it done
with it? The very fact that these three

volumes of Elder Barker's on The
Divine Church were not as simple as

some desired is added reason why we
should read them a second time, and
those in the meantime who have been
advanced into the Melchizedek Priest-

hood, or who have returned from the

armed forces or from missions or both,

might have the benefit of them for the

first time. We advocate very seriously

a first reading of these manuals by all

who have not already mastered them.

The dividends to be received from a

study such as suggested, are certain,

not alone in qualifying us to teach

others, but above all to give to each

of us a broader foundation of knowledge
upon which our own faith may rest.

We never lose sight in all our class-

work and study of the fact that the

glory of God is intelligence. Knowledge
is power. Truth is joyous.

Furthermore, in the study of the

restoration we should advise ourselves

of present-day doctrines of the churches

of the world. In many instances we
will find that these doctrines have
changed somewhat since 1830 to con-

form more nearly to the teachings of

the restored gospel of Jesus Christ.

We may expect as time goes on, in

fact, we may hope that the churches
of the world will continue not only to

see, but also to appreciate the light

which was brought to the earth by the

restoration of the gospel of Jesus Christ

in these latter days through the in-

strumentality of the Prophet Joseph
Smith and realize that just as the
church was organized by the Savior

when he was upon the earth, so must
it continue throughout the restoration.

We hope the people of the world will

learn to appreciate the words of Paul
to the Ephesians:

And he gave some, apostles; and some,
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prophets; and some, evangelists; and some,

pastors and teachers;

For the perfecting of the saints, for the

work of the ministry, for the edifying of

the body of Christ:

Till we all come in the unity of the

faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of

God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure
of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

That we henceforth be no more children,

tossed to and fro, and carried about with

every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of

men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they

lie in wait to deceive. (Ephesians 4:11-14.)

May the Lord hasten the day when
the peoples of the world will realize

the source of this light which is en-

lightening the world. It should be the

purpose of the priesthood of the Church

so to qualify themselves that they may
individually and collectively be a light

set upon a hill.

Ye are the light of the world. A city

that is set on an hill cannot be hid.

Let your light so shine before men, that

they may see your good works, and glorify

your Father which is in heaven. (Matthew

5:14, 16.)

President David O. McKay:

Elder Henry D. Moyle, of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve, has just addressed us.

During this morning's session, as this

afternoon, we have been highly favored

with the inspirational singing of the

Relief Society Singing Mothers. I am
sure you would have me express to them,
your gratitude for their presence and
inspiration. I cannot adequately repre-

sent you in that expression. I merely
say that you see in this group approxi-

mately 500 mothers. To produce the

beautiful singing, with which they have
inspired us, three things, I think, must
have aided them:

First, think of the number of prac-

tices they have had to attend, in groups,

for they come from Salt Lake, Cache
Valley, southern towns in Idaho. Then
there is the effort which Sister Madsen
would have to put forth to meet them,
to practice somewhere. I do not know
how she does it. So there we see self-

denial, willingness to serve on the part

of these noble women.
The second element would be their

natural ability, their natural talent to
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sing, and their responsiveness to a great

leader.

But there is a third element, I think,

which makes them so impressive, and
that third element is expressed by
Tennyson through the mouth of a

prince, after his father had rather con-

demned women for their independence,

saying that they should become sub-

servient and so on, but the prince an-

swered:

"She of whom you speak,

My mother, looks as pure as some serene

Creation minted in the golden moods
Of sovereign artists; not a thought, a

touch,

But pure as lines of green that streak

the white
Of the first snowdrop's inner leaves."

It is that purity that I attach to the

motherhood of the Church.
And when we think of 500 mothers

with that purity, we are in a mood to

accept that singing at its best and high-

est.

We thank you, mothers, for the effort

you put forth in practicing, for your

response to the leadership of your great

leader; and for all who have listened

to you today I will say, God bless you
in your future service in the home, in

your Relief Society, and throughout the

Church.
Tonight in this building, there will

be a bishops' meeting at seven o'clock.

Those to be in attendance are stake

committees, bishops and counselors,

secretaries and quorum advisers in the

program for the Aaronic Priesthood un-
der 21; stake presidencies and high
councilmen are especially invited.

After the singing by the Choir, the

Relief Society Sisters, this conference

will be adjourned until ten o'clock to-

morrow morning.
The Sisters will now favor us with

the anthem, "Eternal Life," and the

closing prayer will be offered by Elder

Badwagan Piranian, formerly President

of the Palestine-Syrian Mission.

An anthem entitled "Eternal Life,"

was rendered by the Singing Mothers,

after which the benediction was pro-

nounced by Elder Badwagan Piranian.

Conference adjourned until 10 o'clock

Saturday morning, October 2.


