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Then, as the guide said, "From this

spot Jesus ascended to heaven, and
that is the last that we have any rec-

ord of the Savior of the world, the
Redeemer of mankind," I felt more
grateful than ever in my life that I

could carry that story a little farther.

I said to the guide, "No, this was
not the end of Jesus the Christ, the
Redeemer of the world, the Savior of

mankind," and I know the guide was
sincere when he said, "No, we have no
other record of anything on Jesus since

he ascended from this place to be with
his Father."

Then I told him as best I could in

the little time I had that he did re-

appear again with God the Father to

the boy Prophet, Joseph Smith, in an
other wooded area. He was interested,

but I am sure he could not accept this

on that first interview, but I only hope
and pray that this intelligent guide

will read and study so that he can carry

that story on to the time when the gos-

pel was restored again. When I went
back to my room, I locked my door and
knelt down and thanked God more
humbly, I think, than I have ever done
before in my life for the teachings, the

mission, the resurrection, of the Lord
Jesus and the restored gospel of Jesus

Christ.

Some would say he was a great

teacher. Some of the world like to

leave it at that. Oh, no, he was more
than just a great teacher. He was the

Son of God. He was the Redeemer of

the world, and he did appear just as

surely to the Prophet Joseph in the

Sacred Grove as he appeared to his

disciples in Jerusalem.
May God bless us that we may ap-

preciate these blessings that have come
to us, I humbly pray in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER THOMAS E. McKAY

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles

President McKay, Counselors, Presi-

dent Smith and other General Au-
thorities of the Church, my brethren

and sisters and friends:

I appreciate more than I can express

in words the privilege of being here

this morning, to express to you all my
love and my thankfulness, for you, for

these General Authorities, for all my
brethren and sisters, and my loved ones.

I want you to know that I appreciate

your thoughtfulness in my behalf, I

trust that I will merit this kindness

throughout my life. I am grateful, espe-

cially, to my Father in heaven for his

many blessings, for answering your

prayers for me. I am a great believer

in prayer. "More things," we are told,

"are wrought by prayer than this world
dreams of," and I know that is true. I

know that prayers have been answered;

otherwise I would not be here.

I was very thankful to hear an-
nounced this morning that Sister

Lohner, Margrit Feh Lohner, would con-
duct the singing, and that Elder Edwin
Q. Cannon would offer the invocation.

Sister Lohner, or Margrit Feh as we
knew her in Europe, was just a little

girl when I met her first in the Sunday
School. She was the life of the Sunday
School in Zurich, Switzerland. Brother
Cannon was one of my missionaries,

and a wonderful missionary he was.

This makes me feel more at home.

I love the gospel, brethren and sisters,

and with President Clark who has just

delivered a wonderful address and the

others who have spoken yesterday and
today, I bear my testimony with them
that the gospel is true, that the gospel

has been given to us for our happiness,

not altogether in the life to come, but in

this life. I think the Lord has meant
that we should be happy here and not

wait until the hereafter, and I know we
can be.

"Adam fell that men might be; and
men are, that they might have joy,"

(2 Nephi 2:25) joy in this life, and
the greatest joy that any person can have
is through obedience to the gospel of

Jesus Christ. It has been given to us

for that purpose, that we might have joy,

and I testify to you that through obedi-

ence to the gospel we will be happy, the

happiest people in the world. I believe

we are, today, because of the gospel. I
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like the expression, too, in the Declara-
tion of Independence:

... all men are created equal; that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain

inalienable rights, that among these are

life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

We all like that expression, "the pur-

suit of happiness."

God help us to understand the gospel,

and to live it, and to appreciate it. It

is a beautiful world. These beautiful

flowers, how they add to the enjoyment
of all of us, more than we realize 1 I

was delighted, too, more than I can
express, that the brethren and sisters

in Hawaii remembered the wives of the

Authorities, and sent them beautiful

orchids. That touched my heart.

Our wives and our mothers are too
often forgotten in this world, and,
brethren and sisters, you cannot esti-

mate what they mean to all of us, and
I think that we should express our ap-
preciation for them more than we do.

We men love our wives, of course,

but we take it too much for granted,
I think, sometimes, and we forget to
tell them that we love them. We go
home from our work at the office, a
little tired, find a wonderful meal pre-

pared for us. What do we do? Get
the newspaper, get it in our left hand,
and then swallow the meal down with
our right, not knowing sometimes what
we are eating even. Our wives have
spent a lot of time preparing the meal
for us, and it would not hurt us to

express our appreciation. I think that

some of the wives have not had a bou-
quet of flowers since before we were
married. We used to take them a bou-
quet once in a while when we were
"sparking" them, as we say, a box of

candy perhaps, and that is the last they

have had. It would not hurt us occa-

sionally; in fact, it would help us as

well as them, if they were remembered.
Many of us do not know when their

birthday is; we do not remember the

anniversary of our marriage; these little

things we forget. My favorite theme is

appreciation; I like to talk along this

line. My favorite song is "There is

beauty all around when there's Love
at Home," and I like to hear that. I am
glad the home was mentioned so often

Second Day

yesterday. In fact, I appreciate every-

thing that has been done and said in

this conference, the singing yesterday

and the singing today, the sermons that

have been delivered. I am glad I am
in harmony with them.

I have not time, it would not be wise
to take more time to develop some of

these principles. President Clark did

it so beautifully this morning, and I

am in harmony with everything he
said. God bless him and the other Au-
thorities of the Church, they have been
very kind to me, and I want to testify

to you that I am here today because of

their faith, because of the authority of

the priesthood which they bear, and
with which they used that authority in

laying their hands upon my head while
I was lying in the hospital. I love

these brethren with all my heart, and
I love you, my brethren and sisters.

I love the gospel, as I say. There are

many tourists in our midst that come
and go. I wish they would call at the
Bureau of Information, or perhaps the

Church Office Building and ask for a
little card on which are printed our
Articles of Faith. They are wonderful.
Many of these tourists do not know
whether we are Christians or not, for

example they ask: "Where do you fit

in? Are you Protestants?" "No." "Are
you Catholics?" "No." "Well, what
are you?" "We are members of the

Church of Jesus Christ. Jesus is our
head. It is his Church to which we
belong." Our first Article of Faith

would answer that question. "We be-

lieve in God, the eternal Father, and in

his son, Jesus Christ, and in the Holy
Ghost." And then the other articles

—

they are very short. It is wonderful
how concisely they are written, and yet

how instructive they are.

We are thought by some to be a little

narrow. Well, the gospel is for all.

"We believe that through the atone-

ment of Christ, all mankind may be
saved"—not just Mormons, but "all

mankind may be saved, by obedience to

the laws and ordinances of the gos-

pel." And so on down.

We love all mankind. "We claim

the privilege of worshiping Almighty
God according to the dictates of our
own conscience," another article says,
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"and allow all men the same privilege,

let them worship how, where, or what
they may."

And the thirteenth article is my favor-

ite:

"We believe in being honest, true,

chaste, benevolent, virtuous, and in do-

ing good to all men; indeed, we may
say that we follow the admonition of

Paul—We believe all things, we hope
all things, we have endured many
things, and hope to be able to endure
all things." Then in conclusion, "If

there is anything virtuous, lovely, or

of good report or praiseworthy, we seek

after these things."

Brethren and sisters, it would be well

for all of us to learn these Articles of

Faith, as well as the tourists, and not

only learn them, but also live them,
and may God help us so to do, I pray

in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder Thomas E. McKay, Assistant

to the Twelve, has just concluded speak-
ing. We are glad he is improving in

his health.

The congregation will now sing,

"Come, Come, Ye Saints," directed by
Elder Richard P. Condie. After the
singing, Elder Oscar A. Kirkham will
speak to us.

The Chorus and congregation joined
in singing the hymn, "Come, Come Ye
Saints."

President David O. McKay:

Elder Oscar A. Kirkham, of the First

Council of Seventy, will now speak to

us. He will be followed by Elder Stap-
ley, of the Council of the Twelve.

ELDER OSCAR A. KIRKHAM

Of the First Council of the Seventy

I

humbly pray that the Lord will bless

me. I take the privilege of letting

my first words be those of apprecia-

tion. I bear my testimony to the truth-

fulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ. I

pray daily to a personal God. I bear

testimony to the divine mission of Jesus

Christ, of Joseph Smith, and of Presi-

dent David O. McKay. I never utter

these words and bear this testimony but

something fine, something worthy with-

in me swells my bosom and makes me
proud, and yet extremely humble.

I am grateful for this song, "Come,
come, ye Saints" that has just been
sung. It truly is a classic among the

Latter-day Saint people. And if Presi-

dent Clark will permit, I would love to

read part of his eloquent tribute to this

glorious, west land of the pioneers. After

expressing himself in his book, To Them
of the Last Wagon, he finishes with
these words:

Log cabins grew into adobe houses and
these into buildings of brick and stone. A
mighty Temple, dedicated to the work of

the Lord, rose in their midst, carved from
the granite of canyon walls, the first of

eight that this people were to build to the
salvation of their dead. Meetinghouses
everywhere welcomed the worshiper. Stores,

banks, factories, mines, mills, smelters, came
into being. Flocks and herds peopled the
ranges. Schools and colleges came early

and multiplied. The hive of industry be-

came the symbol of a great common-
wealth. Faith and strength and righteous-

ness bore their fruit of comfort and safety

and the joy of living.

All through the years the people have
been blessed, even in their most dire need,
blessed, they feel, beyond all other peoples
on earth,—blessed in their right to get and
safely to keep the fruits of their own labors:

blessed in their right peaceably to assemble,
to discuss their grievances, to speak fully

their minds, to print without let or hind-
rance what they thought and said: blessed

to live under a reign of law and order:
blessed to worship God according to the
dictates of their consciences under the law
of the land.

So we honor these men and women of

iron will, of surpassing spirituality, of a
trusting, living, simple faith. They have
done their work: they have earned their

reward, which God is bestowing upon them.
None can rob them of the fruits of their

labors. They are secure.


