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word, looking towaird the future that

may await us, a word that has oft been
repeated in assembhes of this kind. I

am sure that it is wise to look to the

future. I am sure that in our affairs we
would do well to provide for such safe-

guards in our finances, in our business

expansions, as to meet a day that may
not be quite so propitious as recent

times have been. I hope that my breth-

ren will not have to pass through some
of the experiences I have seen passed

through before, and I believe that with
caution and wisdom they can avoid

some of those tragedies that have come
in times past.

I have always believed, my brethren,

that gambling is not legitimate business.

I have always believed that legitimate

business contemplates a fair exchange of

services for services or property, or

property for property, in which ex-

change both parties benefit. I have al-

ways believed that any attempts to get

something for nothing, to take undue
chances, is not only attended with de-

moralization of business integrity, but
often with great tragedy. In my experi-

ence of half a century I have seen many
of those tragedies. And so, out of my
regard for you I warn you against un-
wise expansion, and incurrence of debt,

but to keep as well as you may within
safe grounds, that the circumstances of

the future may not rise to plague you
and embarrass you, and I believe that

the Lord would have you do this be-

cause I believe he wants you free—free

from the bondage of onorous and em-
barrassing debts, free from obligations

to creditors that might impair your
service in his great Cause.

I believe he wants you free to perform

his work, to respond to the calls that

he makes of you, and I have seen al-

together too many in a position of find-

ing it difficult to respond to such calls

when they are under the bondage of

debt.

The Lord bless you that wisdom may
come with your priesthood,—a superior

wisdom,—and a discernment which the

Spirit of the Lord gives to you. May all

be well with you. You have done a

great work for the Church, and I know
you stand ready to continue that great

service, and I know that no greater

happiness can come into your lives than
the satisfaction which follows from sin-

cere, devoted, helpful service in the

Cause of our Lord.

May that unity which President Clark
pleads for prevail among us, that the

bonds of brotherhood may be strength-

ened even as the years go by. The Lord
bless us that that brotherhood may be
brought to the support of our beloved
President who represents all of us in his

great administration of this work and
its extension throughout this world, I

pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.

PRESIDENT DAVID O. McKAY

THIS HAS been truly a spiritual hour.

Everyone present has felt the power
of his Priesthood. Everyone has felt

the sincerity in the testimonies that have
been borne by our Brethren.

Messages that are coming from the
assemblies mentioned at the opening of

the meeting indicate that they, too, are

partaking of this same spirit. I trust

that my duty in answering some of your
questions of a practical nature may not
detract in any way, but if possible add
to the spiritual influence thus far mani-
fested.

The question has been asked: Is it

proper in the administration of ward
affairs, for the bishop to add to the
budget assignment for ward operations.

the cost of one or more of the Church
magazines? If so, should he designate

the magazine that the members of the
ward should take? The answer: No
ward, stake, or mission is under obli-

gation to raise an assigned quota for

any magazine published by the Church,
and it should not be included in the

budget.

Second: Should a member of the

bishopric be present always in the Jim-
ior Sunday School when the Sacrament
is administered in view of the fact that

the Junior Sunday School is presided

over by sisters? This answer should be
given by the Superintendency of the

Sunday School, but we will mention
this one fact: There should be a mem-
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ber of the Bishopric present, or one ap-

pointed by them holding the Melchize-

dek Priesthood in the Junior Sunday
School when the Sacrament is admin-
istered.

Next, there is a question which in-

dicates the necessity of being more care-

ful about permitting fathers or other

relatives to assist in ordinances of the

Fast Meeting. For example, if a father

asks to baptize his son, the bishop of

course will know whether the father is

worthy, or whether he holds the Priest-

hood. But suppose the father of the son

lives in another ward, and appears at

the baptismal service and requests the

right to baptize. The bishop who has
that baptismal service under his direc-

tion, should be sure that this father

has the authority, and that will apply

in blessing a child, or in confirming a

baptized member. It is suggested, there-

fore, that the bishop will explain in

announcing a baptismal ceremony or

the confirmation, that if any father be-

longing to another ward wishes to par-

ticipate he should apply to the bishop

before the ordinance, and the bishop

should request him to bring his recom-

mend from the ward of which he is a

member. We need not particularize to

tell you why.

Next: It is reported that recently

some members who have been here for

only a few years, indeed a few months,
from the mission field, entered the
temple and were unable, of course, to

understand the ceremony, they could
not understand the English language.

Bishops, under these conditions, it

would be well for you not to be in a
hurry to issue recommends to the temple
to those who do not understand the
services nor the ordinances. Their going
might prove more injurious to them
than helpful.

In order to assist members of the

Church better to imderstand the temple
ceremony, arrangements are being made,
and have been made for them to hear
that ceremony in their native tongue.

This will apply now already to six, pos-

sibly seven, nationalities. The ceremony
has been translated into other lan-

guages and as fast as we possibly can,

notice will be given when the ceremony
will be presented to particular nation-

alities. We already have the ceremony
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in Spanish, as you know, with good re-

sults. We have already had a ceremony
in the temple in the Swedish language.

The ceremony is now in German, about
completed in Norwegian, Danish,
French, and the Dutch language. Bish-

ops, you may very rightfully and wise-

ly, ask the members who apply to you
for recommends to the temple, to wait
a few weeks, probably months, and first

hear the ceremony, impressive as it is,

in their native tongue. Then, afterwards,

they may go through and will imder-
stand the significance of it.

Indeed, there are of those who speak
the English language, some who do not
comprehend the significance of that

holy ordinance.

Many of our people write over to

vicars for information in foreign coun-
tries, particularly in England. Some-
times they are unable to furnish the

records, even if they are willing, the

Church officials in England, and be-

cause the law will not permit them to

send money out of England, they are

therefore unable to return the funds
you have sent. Do you get that con-

dition? You cannot get money back;

they cannot furnish you the informa-
tion. People seeking genealogical in-

formation, therefore, from England,
should carry on their correspondence
through the Genealogical Office, and
not write directly to the Churchmen in

England.

There are one or two other items but
the Brethren of the Twelve will pre-

sent those to you on their visits.

I would just like to say a few words
in conclusion, and I hope not to tres-

pass too much upon your time. In Sep-

tember 1946, the Board of Directors of

the United States Steel held an official

meeting here in this city. At the con-

clusion of their directors meeting they
invited some of the officials of the

Church to a dinner as their guests.

There were present in that group men
nationally known throughout business

circles, Mr. Irving S. Olds, Chairman of

the Board, Mr. Sewell L. Avery, and
others. Mr. Olds was the Master of

Ceremonies. At the conclusion of that

dinner, Mr. Olds said, "Now, we have
not planned for any speeches, but if

any present would like to make any
comments or remarks, now is the time."
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Mr. Nathan L. Miller, Director and
General Counsel for the United States

Steel Corporation, former Governor of

New York State, arose. I remember well

his opening sentence: "I am one of

those New Englanders who have har-

bored all the ill-stories that have been
circulated about the Mormons; but I

will confess that this visit has extended
my horizonsi" He then said, "No one
can walk or drive around this city, ob-

serve its cleanliness, its wide, well-kept

streets, the physical accomplishments
evident on every hand without being

impressed with a feeling that there is

something peculiarly distinctive here

—

something different from that felt in

any other city. I don't know," he con-

tinued, "whether to call it a spirit-

uality—^yes, that is it!—^there is evi-

dence of a spirituality, the lack of which
is felt in other cities." He said he had
been searching for the source of it; but

could not find that source until he

heard the tributes paid the Pioneers

during a brief interview in the office of

the First Presidency. There was a faith,

a great ideal, a greatness among the

founders of this State which the des-

cendants evidently have succeeded in

a degree to hold. "Your very isolation,"

he continued, "has been a contributing
factor in helping the Pioneers to main-
tain the high standards that character-

ized the lives of the founders of this

State."

Mr. Miller has now passed, but I

wish he had been here tonight and par-

taken of the spirit of these men men-
tioned, who are devoting their all to

the advancement of the work.

Brother Mendenhall left his own af-

fairs and from a business standpoint,

they require great directing, went to

New Zealand on his own responsibility

and appointed many of those men who
directed those builders of the school,

and responded to the second appoint-
ment willingly, and to another appoint-
ment. It matters not what it costs. Bro-
ther Biesinger, down there, mentioned
by Brother Mendenhall, has left his

own business. I asked him down there,

"What has become of your business?"
He said, "That is all right, it is gone,

but I am here. This is my mission
now." All he has he would like to give

to the work.

I met Brother Going down there who
is building fifteen of our chapels in

Samoa. His business, too, is not so suc-

cessful. He said, "I can arrange that. I

will be ready to devote all the time that
is necessary."

Brother Matis said nothing other than
that he has spent seven years over in

the mission field, but he had a pros-

perous position, an important position

with an important company who said,

"Yes, we will give him a leave of ab-
sence." When that leave of absence was
up we communicated with Brother Ma-
tis. "No," he said, "this is my mission.

Do not worry about that. I will be all

right." And so another year passed and
another year, and seven years. You have
heard his testimony tonight how God
has blessed him.

This afternoon Brother Moyle brought
Brother Leo Ellsworth into the office.

He is a prosperous man of responsi-

bility, governing probably hundreds of

thousands of dollars. He had just built

a new home. He and his wife had not
even completed their landscaping. The
call came to him to help the Church in

a great enterprise. I did not know that
until this afternoon. They left their new
house and have spent months now on
this other call. He left his own business.

My heart was moved when I heard
him say, "When I came back I foimd
my business even better than when I

left it." He bore testimony of how the
Lord had blessed him—"And this is

my work now."

The brother who will offer the bene-
diction tonight, President of the East-

em States Mission, received word that
unless he could get home, give up his

mission, he would lose his business.

Well, he had received an honorable re-

lease but he said nothing about this

threatened loss of his business unless

he would give up his work, and he was
going to say nothing about it.

These are but a few practical in-

stances of the faith and devotion of the
leaders and members of the Church of

Jesus Christ. I bear you testimony to-

night that the power, the spiritual pow-
er of the Gospel of Jesus Christ which
comes from a testimony of the truth of
the revealed and Restored Gospel is

operative throughout the entire Church,
and it is that power that gives the
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Strength to it. It is the power of God
unto salvation. Put the Lord to tlie

test and you will find that he will an-

swer and prove to you that he is over-

ruling your affairs as well as the Church
affairs. Financially, you may lose some-
thing, but the spiritual gain will far

outweigh that seemingly financial loss.

Even before we came into this meet-

ing tonight, one of the bishops said to

me (I happened to meet him) : "Since

my appointment, it is marvelous what
the Lord has done for us, and how he
has opened up the way."
And so, my beloved brethren, in be-

half of all the Church, and particularly

in behalf of the General Authorities, I

thank you for your devotion, for your
faith in the destiny of God's Church.
"Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and
his righteousness; and all these things

shall be added unto you." (Matt. 6:33.)

May the Lord give us power so to do,

I pray in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President David O. McKay:

I will not take time to read all these,

although you would probably be inter-

ested. Notwithstanding this most un-
usual storm, we have on the Tabernacle
Grounds, 7,987 men of the Priesthood,

8,000 approximately. In the other as-

semblies, 16,747, a total tonight in the

Priesthood Meeting of 24,734. This is

the largest on record.

The Men's Chorus of the Tabernacle
Choir will sing, "Thou Art Repose,"

under the dirction of Elder Cornwall,
after which President Delbert G. Taylor,

president of the Eastern States Mission,

will offer the benediction.

Tomorrow morning at 10 o'clock we
will meet in the Tabernacle in the

second session of our Conference. The
Church of the Air Broadcast will be
from 8:00 to 8:30 o'clock tomorrow
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morning. Elder Harold B. Lee of the
Council of the Twelve will be the
speaker. The Tabernacle Choir Broad-
cast will be from 9:00 to 9:30. Elder
Hugh B. Brown, Assistant to the Twelve,
will be heard over NBC "Faith in Ac-
tion" series tomorrow morning, the pro-

gram to be released locally over KDYL
from 8:45 to 9:00 a.m.

Those desiring to attend the Church
of the Air and the Tabernacle Choir
Broadceist must be in their seats at 7:50
a.m. It is requested that the audience
during the broadcast refrain from making
any noise. Large crowds will undoubt-
edly be waiting outside the closed doors.

We suggest and earnestly plead with
those thus standing that they be cour-

teous when the doors are opened and
considerate of others in the crowd.

Please avoid pushing or crowding. Let
us remember to be courteous and con-

siderate to others who are also standing,

and tonight we have had an excellent

demonstration of reverence, and also

of the interest in this proceeding. Hun-
dreds are standing up in the gallery and
in the doorways. I have not seen one,

not one, move from his position, al-

though it must be tiresome after two
hours,—an example, brethren, for all

the Church in all our assemblies. God
bless you all.

Singing by the Men's Chorus, "Thou
Art Repose."

President David O. McKay:

Thank you, brethren. Brother Rom-
ney, who offered the invocation, is one
other who has given of his interests.

President Taylor will now offer the
benediction.

The closing prayer was offered by
President Delbert G. Taylor of the East-

ern States Mission.

SECOND DAY
MORNING MEETINGS

CHURCH OF THE AIR

Columbia Broadcasting Company's
Church of the Air was presented at

8:00 a.m., Sunday, April 3, 1955. The
program as presented was as follows:

The Tabernacle Choir, under the di-

rection of J. Spencer Cornwall, furnished

the music for this service, with Frank
W. Asper at the organ. Richard L.

Evans was the announcer.


