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and sisters—in our relationships with
each other to strive for that spiritual

aspect.

If you will pardon the reference to

my father, I would like to tell you that

one time I walked into the biggest bank
in this city. Its president, who was not

a member of the Church, called me over,

and he said: "Mr. Ivins, I pay tribute

to your father. He came the nearest

to combining religion and business of

any man I ever knew," and then he
said: "Do you know, I cannot do it.

I have to be a hard-boiled business-

man." But he some way or another
came to realize that under the influence

of the gospel of Jesus Christ such a

combination is possible, not only pos-

sible, but to be highly recommended.

Now brethren and sisters, it should be
our purpose so to combine the Spirit of

God with our daily undertakings that

we can ask upon everything we under-
take to do, the blessing of God, our

Heavenly Father; that we may never
take advantage of another; that we may
always yield full service for the com-
pensation that we receive; that our
brethren and our sisters will never have
cause to say that we may have taken
undue advantage of them. When we
come to apply that in our lives, this

idea of spirituality will then be more or

less a tangible thing.

Spirituality is not a thing that you

can go to the market and buy with dol-

lars and cents and carry home in a bas-

ket, but it is a thing which you can
absorb in a gathering like this. It has
to be absorbed. It cannot be bought.
It cannot be done up in packages and
handed to a neighbor. It must be ab-
sorbed by him through the emanations
of our own spirits.

' Let us strive for it, brothers and sis-

ters. Let us seek the blessings of God
in all we do, then Zion will shine as

a light on a hill which all the world can
see.

God bless us, I pray in the name of

Jesus. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder Antoine R. Ivins, one of the
seven presidents of the First Council of

the Seventy, has just concluded speaking.

The congregation will now sing "Praise

to the Man who Communed with
Jehovah," conducted by Elder Richeird

P. Condie, assistant director of the

Tabernacle Choir. Following the sing-

ing, we will hear from Elder Alma
Sonne.

The congregation and the Brigham
Young University Combined Choruses
joined in singing the hymn, "Praise to

the Man Who Communed with Je-

hovah."
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MY BRETHREN AND SISTERS, I aSSUre yOU
at the outset that I will keep my
eyes on the clock. I know my

brethren will also keep their eyes on the

clock. I ask you for an interest in your
faith and prayers. There is so much to

say on an occasion like this, and there

are so many to say it that time becomes
very precious.

A week ago I stood before a group of

high school students in one of the stakes

not far from here. I urged them on that

occasion to accept as a project the read-

ing of the Gospel according to Matthew
in order to familiarize themselves with
the life of Jesus Christ. I recall years

ago reading about Lew Wallace who

wrote the great story, Ben Hw. It ap-
pears that while he was writing this

book, he was visited by a certain well-

known and gifted agnostic. The agnostic

encouraged him to write the book.

"But," said he, "do not emphasize
the divinity of Jesus Christ. Treat

this character as you would any other

character in history." But Lew Wallace
had studiously read the Gospels and
formed his opinions of the Master on
the record left by Matthew, Mark, Luke,

and John.
We have heard many things dtiring

this conference, and during this Easter

time, about Jesus, the Christ. His per-

fect life has been ejrtolled. His teach-
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ings have been expounded. His resur-

rection has been explained in the hght
of modern and ancient scriptures, and
his divine mission has been emphasized
by everyone who has spoken from this

stand during the conference.

Someone has said, "Jesus is still loved,

but he is also hated, among men." There
are those who would crucify him the

second time, this time in the hearts of

men. Yet there is no explanation offered

for his marvelous life and his perfect

record except the one he himself gave.

"I came forth from the father," and, "If

ye have seen me ye have seen the

father." In his prayer of intercession

for his Twelve Apostles, he said: "This

is life eternal—that they might know
thee, the only true God, and Jesus Chirst,

whom thou has sent."

In the same prayer he said, "Glorify

thou me with the glory which I had
with thee before the world was." He
left no room for equivocation and argu-

ment on the question of his divinity and
his Sonship, and I am happy today as I

stand here, that I belong to a Church
which accepts that teaching as very

fundamental.

It was William Jennings Bryan who
stated in his famous lecture called. The
Prince of Peace, "It is easier to believe

him divine than to explain in any other

way what he said and did and was."
There are marks of distinction which
set him apart from all others who have
lived upon the earth. He was the mas-
ter of every situation which confronted

him. He answered all questions put to

him where an answer would enlighten

the questioner.

Albert J. Beveridge, a Senator from
Indiana, stated many years ago: "The
Son of Mary is the prince of public

speakers." He was right, for the Sermon
on the Mount is the greatest sermon
ever preached. It has endured nine-

teen centuries of criticism. It has sur-

vived the apostasy, the Dark Ages, the

Renaissance, and the Reformation, and
its powerful message is still reverberat-

ing through the world. It will never

die.

Yesterday I know you were touched, as

I was, when our great choir sang "The
Lord's Prayer." "The Lord's Prayer,"

says someone, "is perfect in its diction.
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It is comprehensive in its scope." It

covers the essential phases of human
existence. His stories and parables will
live forever. "The story of the Prodigal
Son," said Charles Dickens, "is the most
beautiful story ever told."

There is another one like unto it. It

is the story of the Good Samaritan, and
I think of one more with which you
are very familiar. It begins, "A sower
went out to sow." (Luke 8:5.) What a
lovely statement that is! All of these
stories called parables charm and capti-

vate the reader. They are timely today,

as fresh as they were nineteen hundred
years ago when they were given. They
stir the heart to better and nobler liv-

ing. They are a force for righteousness

in the world.

And there is another thing which
I called to the attention of the young
students a week ago, when I said, "Jesus

is the most compelling personality in

human history." He spoke two words
to his followers: "Follow me," (Matthew
8:22) and strong men gave up their

fishing nets and followed him even to

death."

Pilate was uneasy and disturbed be-

fore him. When you enter the great

Salt Lake Temple, and as you go into the
Assembly Room, I wish you would do
as I have frequently done—examine
that magnificent painting of the Lord
Jesus standing before Pontius Pilate

—

Jesus so calm and unruffled; Pilate so

deeply disturbed. The contrast is im-
pressive.

I recall another incident. It happened
in the Garden of Gethsemane when the

Roman soldiers came to arrest the
Master. As they entered, Jesus said to

these hard-faced men, "Whom seek ye?"
They answered, "Jesus of Nazareth."

"I am he," replied Jesus, and those men,
in silent tribute, "went backward and
fell to the ground." He asked again
"Whom seek ye?" They answered,

"Jesus of Nazareth." "I am he," re-

sponded the Lord, and then, character-

istic of his great soul, he said, "If there-

fore ye seek me, let these go their way,"
referring, of course, to his disciples. (See

John 18:4-8.)

The writer of that circumstance gives

one more sentence, which reads, "And
Judas stood with them." (See Ibid.,
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18:5.) I wonder what the thoughts of

Judas were as he stood there witnessing

the courage and love of Jesus, whom he
had already betrayed. The moral side

of Christ's character has no parallel.

In it we find absolute perfection. No
flaw, no blemish, no weakness is dis-

covered. He is without sin. He was as

great as the gospel he preached. He met
every situation perfectly. He said and
did the right thing at the right mo-
ment.

I am reminded of the spies who were
sent out by the chief priests to trip and
trap him if they could. "Is it lawful

to pay tribute to Caesar?" they asked.

Jesus asked for a coin. They produced
what happened to be a tax coin with
which the Jews paid taxes to the Roman
government. "Whose image is on the

coin?" asked Jesus. "It is the image of

Caesar." Then said the Lord, "Render
unto Caesar the things which are Cae-
sar's, and unto God the things which
are God's." (See Matthew 22:17-21.) I

submit that it was the best answer that
could possibly be given under the cir-

cumstances. Not only that, it was a
great sermon, although very brief, on the
matter of honesty.

May we worship the Lord and Master
in spirit and in truth. May each of us
have the conviction that he is the Re-
deemer of the world and the promised
Messiah, and may we join hands in car-

rying forward his work and in explain-

ing the restored gospel which has come
to earth in these, the last days, through
the instrumentality of Joseph Smith, the
Prophet, I pray most humbly in the
name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder Alma Sonne, Assistant to the
Twelve, has just concluded speaking.

We shall now hear from Elder Hugh
B. Brown, Assistant to the Council of

the Twelve.
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MY BRETHREN AND SISTERS, President

McKay has been kind enough to

advise the General Authorities in

advance that they might be expected

to speak at certain sessions of the con-

ference. My turn was to come next

Wednesday. During a half century of

active service in the Church, I have
never felt so wholly inadequate, so

totally dependent on divine guidance as

I feel right now. For that guidance I

humbly pray.

We sang yesterday, "We thank Thee,

O God, for a Prophet." This hymn, re-

ferred originally to the Prophet Joseph
Smith. In a meeting not long ago when
President McKay announced that the

congregation would sing, "We Thank
Thee, O God, for a Prophet," he said,

characteristically, "I wish you would
have in mind the Prophet Joseph Smith
when you sing today."

I should like to offer a prayer that

has been in my heart for years, a prayer

which I believe is in the heart of every

Latter-day Saint throughout the world.

"We thank thee, O God, for the Prophet,

David O. McKay, to guide us in these

later-latter days. We thank thee that

through thy blessings he has had the

vitality, the vigor, and the health to

carry the message of the gospel to the

four corners of the earth. We thank
thee that his influence and his presence

have revitalized the Saints wherever he
has gone and have given them courage
and hope. We thank thee that he more
than any man among us, more than
any of his predecessors, has carried the

inspiration and the message of the gos-

pel to the greatest and to an ever-in-

creasing international audience. We
pray that thou wilt bless him con-

tinually and spare him to us, that we
may enjoy his great leadership for many
years to come."

From the bottom of my heart I sus-

tain and support these men, the Presi-

dent of the Church and his Counselors,

the President of the Council of the
Twelve, and each individual member of

that Council; and the Patriarch as


