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like God. Now try to imagine what the

mind of the Creator is like. If you
should lose all of your material posses-

sions, you might have reason to be
greatly depressed. But how poor you
would be if you lost your faith in God!
My brothers and sisters, we have

lived successfully through the long ages

of a pre-existence. Now we live in

mortality which is very short. And we
are very near the end of the race. How
unfortunate are they who relax their

efforts when on the very verge of suc-

cess, like the great Roman general,

Cato, who committed suicide on the

very eve of his triumph. If you some-
times feel that the water is a little cold

and the way is a little foggy, then is

the time to look up and have faitli, for

there is land ahead.
"All things are possible to him that

believeth," and so in our daily devo-
tions we hold ever closer the very
foundation of our faith, God's formula
for success, "We believe in God."
May God bless our faith, I pray in

the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder Sterling W. Sill, Assistant to

the Twelve, has just spoken to us. We
shall now hear from Elder LeGrand
Richards of the Council of the Twelve.
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Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

I

AM SURE as we come to the closing

moments of this great conference our

hearts are full of gratitude to the

Lord for the blessings it has brought

to each of us individually, and to the

Church. We have had some wonder-
ful counsel and advice and instruction

given to us. The music has been de-

lightful. The prayers from these mis-

sion presidents have thrilled us, and, al-

together, I am sure that we feel in our

hearts a re-dedication of our lives and
our talents and all that we have to the

building of the kingdom of God in the

earth.

I recall fifty years ago when with the

missionaries and President Grant who
was then the president of the European
Mission, I attended a conference in Hol-
land that lasted all day. There were
many tears shed during that day. At
the close of the conference President

Grant said: "Today we have feasted on
the fat things of the Spirit of the Lord.

Now, brethren, go out and give it away.
The more you give away the more you
will have left." That should be the

feeling in the heart of every member
who has been privileged to attend this

conference. We ought to carry its spirit

wherever we go—in our workshops, in

our businesses, on our farms, and in all

our activities in the Church, and in

whatsoever we are called to do, we
should carry this wonderful spirit with
us into the world.

I am grateful for the presence here of

these mission presidents and the great

work that they are accomplishing. They
are noble men. They have great re-

sponsibility. They have entrusted to

them your boys and girls, the youth of

Zion, who have gone forth as mission-

aries, and when new converts come into

the Church, they have the responsibility

to see that they are all put to work, that

they use the gifts and the talents with
which the Lord has endowed them for

the building up of his kingdom, and for

the honor and glory of his name, and
for the blessing of his children, that

there shall be no wasted manpower, just

as the bishops in these wards share that

great responsibility also.

While Brother Bennion and Brother

Evans were speaking about joy and hap-
piness, my thoughts went to the ex-

periences I have enjoyed during the past

year. It has been my privilege, besides

mingling with the Saints in the stakes

of Zion, to go to four of the missions

of the Church. I toured two of them.
Over in Hawaii, with President Nelson,

we held a testimony meeting that lasted

from seven o'clock in the morning until

five o'clock at night, and we had only

a fifteen minute recess. We were all

there fasting, and eighty-eight of us

bore our testimonies, and the Spirit of

the Lord was manifested in rich meas-
ure.

Then I toured two missions and in-
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terviewed eighty-five missionaries indi-

vidually in one and sixty-five in the

other. I was in another mission where

one young man said, "Bishop, why do

the brethren not send someone around

to teach our parents the gospel the way
we are teaching it to these people here

in the mission field?" I came to feel

that if you wanted to find the happiest

people in this world, and those who
really have had their hearts touched

with divine joy, you should go into the

mission field. You find these young
men and young women who are giving

all their time to the work of the Lord,

and one by one they will testify that it

is the happiest time of their entire lives.

I have met for hours with the mission-

aries in the mission field, and they

would say: "When we were home, we
heard the returned missionaries say

that their mission was the happiest time

of their lives, and we did not believe a

word of it, and now we know what they

were talking about." One young man
said, "There isn't a corporation or a

company in this world that could pay

me a large enough salary to get me to

leave my mission." Another young
man said: "I would not take a check

for a million dollars for the experience

of my mission," and as I listened to such

statements, I thought of the words of

Alma when he said that he would that

he had the voice of an angel that he

might cry repentance to all the world.

Surely the Lord is the best paymaster

in all the world. He knows how to

make his children happy when they are

doing his great work.

I have said, and I repeat here, that

as long as the Lord will put such faith

and feelings and satisfaction and joy

in the hearts of his missionaries, you
just caimot stop this work from rolling

on in the eeirth, and I thank the Lord
for the great work that is being done in

the missionary fields of the Church, not
only in the foreign fields, but also here

in the stakes of Zion.

Last year, according to reports, 18,573

people decided to cast their lot with
this great Church, leaving the teachings

they had been taught, because of the

efforts of the missionaries in bringing

to them the gospel of the Lord, Jesus

Christ, and I thank the Lord for each
one of them and pray that they them-
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selves may become working units and
witnesses of the great truths the Lord
has established in the earth.

We have a great responsibility, those

of us who are privileged to be here in

Zion. You remember the words of the

Prophet Jeremiah of old when he said.

Turn, O backsliding children, saith the

Lord; for I am married unto you: and I

will take you one of a city, and two of a
family, and I will bring you to Zion:

And I will give you pastors according to

mine heart. (Jer. 3:14-15.)

Now, when we are gathered to Zion,

either here or in her stakes or missions,

we have a great responsibility. I think

of the words of the psalmist, who saw
our day. Quoting from the fiftieth

Psalm:

The mighty God, even the Lord, hath
spoken, and called the earth, from the ris-

ing of the sun unto the going down there-

of.

Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God
hath shined. (Psalm 50:1-2.)

Now, I ask you, how has the Lord
"shined" out of Zion the perfection of

beauty? He has gathered them one of a
city and two of a family and taught
them with pastors after his own heart,

and then he sends them out again, call-

ing to the earth from the rising of the
sun unto the going down thereof, and
God cannot call to the earth crying

repentance to bring his children to a
knowledge of the truth without instru-

ments to do the calling. That is where
our great responsibility lies, and as I

have indicated, over 18,000 during the

past year have heeded that call and
have gone down into the waters of bap-
tism, being born again, taking upon
them the name of Christ, and as Paul
said.

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is

neither bond nor free, there is neither male
nor female: for ye are all one in Christ

Jesus. (Gal. 3:28.)

That, we feel as we travel in the mis-
sions, as President McKay has just done,
down in the islands of the South Pacific,

and down in Central America where I

have just been, I interviewed some of the
missionaries who are converts to the

Church who have never been here in

our midst, and when they tell us that
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they had nothing to live for until the

gospel found them, and now they really

have something to live for, and bear wit-

ness that the time that they have been
in the Church is the happiest time of

all their lives, it makes you feel grate-

ful to God that the Church has grown
to such proportions that it can begin
to reach out into all these foreign fields

and carry to them the message of eternal

truth as the Lord has revealed it.

I told those good people down in that

land that if I had come to them from
the States with enough money to give

each of them a million dollars, it would
not be worth one hxmdredth part as

much to them as the message that I had
to bring to them. That represents the
importance of our message. It is what
Jesus called the "pearl of great price."

He said that when a merchant man
seeking goodly pearls found the "pearl

of great price," he went and sold all

that he had and bought it. (Matt.
13:45-46.) And when one has acquired
it, it is a thing that brings joy and
peace and happiness and satisfaction

into one's soul, the like of which he
cannot find in any other way in the

world.

I have great faith in the words of the
prophets. I believe, as Isaiah said, that

known unto God are all of his works
from the beginning, and he has per-

mitted his prophets to speak of those
things, and when you stop to analyze
what prophecy really is, no mortal man
of himself could catch as it were the
intelligence of God and know the future

events of the world and portray them
to the world except by the power of the
Holy Ghost.

That is what Peter meant when he
said.

We have also a more sure word of proph-
ecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take

heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark
place, until the day dawn, and the day
star arise in your hearts:

Knowing this first, that no prophecy of

the scripture is of any private interpreta-

tion.

For the prophecy came not in old time
by the will of man: but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost. (II Peter 1:19-21.)

When you put the prophecies to-

gether and see what the Lord permitted

his prophets to see, you realize that we
are living in the Dispensation of the

Fulness of Times that all of the proph-

ets have looked forward to, the greatest

gospel dispensation the world has ever

known. In the words of the Lord
through the Prophet Joseph Smith, we
live in "the light of the noon day sun,"

and you know that is the brightest period

of the entire day. We live in the day
when the brightest spiritual light is

available to all men, and if the world
knew what we have, I testify to you
that there is not an honest man, or an
honest woman, in all this world who
really loves the Lord, and who would
be willing to sacrifice friends and loved

ones in order to be identified with his

Church, who would not accept the gos-

pel message as it is brought to them by
the elders of this Church, because it is

in very deed God's eternal truth.

Therefore, I said to the people in

Central America, that if I could bring

them a million dollars it would not be
worth as much to them as the message

we have to bear.

Some years ago, one of our great com-
mentators is reported to have made this

statement. He said he was asked what
message could be broadcast to the world
that would be considered of greater

value than any other message that could

go out over the air. He said after giv-

ing the thought consideration, he came
to the conclusion that the greatest mes-
sage that could be broadcast to this

world would be to say that a man who
had lived upon the earth and died, had
returned again with a message from
God. If that be true, we have the great-

est message that can possibly be broad-

cast to the world. We not only testify

that a man who lived upon the earth

and died has returned with a message
from God, but also that God, the Eternal

Father, introduced his own Son in his

resurrected body of flesh and bone, to

the boy Prophet, Joseph Smith, which
event we will celebrate next Sunday, it

being Easter, and from him, this boy
Prophet, Joseph Smith, learned that he
should join none of the churches.

Now, that is a hard thing to say to

most people because they think all the

churches are good. And there is good
in them, just as there is in the Kiwanis
Club and the Rotary Club, and the
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Exchange Club, and other civic organ-
izations, but there are no people, no
organization, nor individual, who can
take upon himself or themselves the

power of the Holy Priesthood, the power
to bind on earth and it shall be bound
in heaven. That power has to come
from God, the Eternal Father.

When we see the perfectness of nature
and how marvelous the Lord's works
are, it is hard to believe that he could
be the author of all the confusion there

is in the world today in spiritual mat-
ters. Some of our greatest leaders have
borne their testimonies of the need of

Christianity coming again as it w£is

formerly. I would like to read a few
words from Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick,

who you know is one of our great spirit-

ual leaders in the United States. He
said:

A religious reformation is afoot, and at

iieart it is the endeavor to recover tor our
modern life the religion of Jesus as against

the vast, intricate, largely inadequate and
often positively false religions about Jesus.

Christianity today has largely left the re-

ligion which he preached, taught, and lived,

and has substituted another kind of reli-

gion altogether. If Jesus could come back
to earth now, hear the mythologies built

up around him, see the creedalism, denomi-
nationalism, sacramentalism, carried on in

his name, he would certainly say, "If this

is Christianity, I am not a Christian."

This is not a statement from the Mor-
mons but in substance is the same state-

ment the Redeemer of the world made
to this boy Prophet, Joseph Smith, when
the Father introduced him and the
Savior inquired of Joseph what he
wanted to know. He told him he
should join none of the churches. Presi-

dent McKay has referred here today to

that great promise that a marvelous
work and a wonder was about to come
forth. That was also the statement
made nearly three thousand years ago
recorded by Isaiah, when he said:

Forasmuch as this people draw near me
with their mouth, and with their lips do
honour me, but have removed their heart
far from me, and their fear toward me is

taught by the precept of men:
Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a

marvellous work among this people even
a marvellous work and a wonder: for the
wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and
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the understanding of their prudent men
shall be hid. (Isaiah 29:13-14.)

I wonder, in the minds of the world,
when they read such promises as this,

how they can sit idly by and not believe

that some day the God of heaven would
fulfil this promise, because as Peter

said, we have a more sure word of

prophecy, and here the Lord declared

that he would bring forth a marvelous
work and a wonder. Why should not
the world open their hearts and be will-

ing to investigate when we bring to

them the announcement that the God
of heaven has revealed himself, and
with him, his only Begotten Son? Such
a knowledge as this certainly is worth
more than all the wealth of the world
and is the greatest message that could

possibly be broadcast to the world.

Take the other prophecies of the

scripture. I think of the words of

Jesus as he walked along the way and
met the two disciples on their way to

Emmaus, following his crucifixion, and
as he listened to them you will recall

he said,

O fools, and slow of heart to believe all

that the prophets have spoken:

Ought not Christ to have suffered these

things, and enter into his glory? (Luke 24:

25-26.)

Then he began to explain the scrip-

tures to them and opened their under-
standing that they might understand
the scriptures.

So today, if the Savior were here
among us, he would say to this world
in which we live.

Have I not permitted the prophets to

speak unto you? Have I not given them
the signs of the times in the latter days
by which you should know that there was
to be a new truth revealed to the earth
in the day when men should teach for doc-
trine the commandments of men? Why
should you not be praying unto the God
of Israel that this great message that is

promised by the prophets should come, just

as Israel should have been praying for the
coming of the great Redeemer of the world
when he came in the Meridian of Time?

Today we are, as the prophets of old
have indicated, speaking of the world
generally, as they who have eyes that

see not, and ears that hear not, and
hearts that do not understand and com-
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prehend the marvelous things that the

Lord has done.

We have testimony here today of the

fact that the Father and the Son are

real personages with bodies. You re-

member, some of you, who read the

book written by Senator Beveridge, in

which he devoted a chapter to the young
man and the pulpit. He told of his

experience interviewing ministers and
others during his vacation time, and
how people wanted to believe. They
wanted to believe that there is a God
who is a real Personage, and then he
said that one great railroad magnate
said that he would give all the wealth

of the United States to know that after

he died he would live again with a con-

scious identity, knowing who he was
and who other people were.

To every Latter-day Saint, through
the restoration of the gospel, that be-

comes an obvious common truth in our

Church, and yet here was a man who
would have given all the wealth of the

United States in order to know that one
great truth that we have to teach.

I want to say a few words about the

coming of Moroni, who brought the

plates from which the Book of Mormon
was translated. You just cannot believe

the words of the prophets, you cannot
believe the Holy Bible, without knowing
that there is a companion volume of

scripture to go with it. What is it

worth? To some of us it has been a

great inspiration in our lives.

I heard a young serviceman, who re-

turned from the service, talking in a

youth meeting not long ago. He held

up the Book of Mormon and said: "This

book kept me clean and brought me
home clean to my loved ones. I read

from it every day that I was in the

service."

Some years ago a story was told about

an elderly brother who was sent on a

mission. He wrote letters back to

President Joseph F. Smith, calling his

attention to this statement and that

statement in the Book of Mormon, so

wonderful he thought the Presidency of

the Church had never read them just

because he had not read them.

I wonder how many copies of the

Book of Mormon there are in our li-

braries that never get read?

A short time ago an article appeared

in the newspaper which stated that
William A. Kennedy was here from
Lima, Peru, to gather money to estab-

lish a research university down in Lima,
Peru, to study the early inhabitants of

the Americas, particularly dealing with
the Mayan and Incan civilizations. This
article said that with the pledges he
had, when matched by the small Ameri-
can countries, as they had promised, it

would give them over thirty million
dollars, with an assurance that within
five years the amount would be in-

creased to between sixty and seventy

million dollars, and that President

Hoover had agreed to serve on that

board.

I have never heard what became of

it, but this was the thought I had. They
were willing to contribute sixty to

seventy million dollars to learn some-
thing about the early inhabitants of that

land, and when they have spent it all,

they would not know one thousandth
part as much as they could learn by
reading the Book of Mormon that they
could get for fifty cents, and if they did

not have the fifty cents, we would give

them a copy for nothing.

The Book of Mormon not only tells

us the history of the people, and what
they did, but it also gives unto us the

words of their prophets, and not only
that, it also tells us that this is a land
choice above all oher lands. Upon this

land shall be built the New Jerusalem
of the Lord our God, and they will not
likely find that recorded in any relics

they find down in those mounds in

South and Central America, many of

which I have recently seen.

I was thrilled by Brother Himter's
testimony of these records that parallel

the records of the Book of Mormon. I

have never seen this in print, but I

heard President Callis make this state-

ment: that after the Book of Mormon
came forth the Prophet Joseph was ter-

ribly worried about what the world
would say, and he said, "O Lord, what
will the world say?" And the answer
came back, "Fear not, I will cause the
earth to testify of the truth of these

things," and from that day imtil now,
and only the Lord knows what is yet

ahead, external evidences have been
brought forth of the divinity of that

book.
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But more than all this is the promise
contained in the last chapter by Moroni,
that if one will read it with a prayerful
heart the Lord will manifest the truth
of it unto him by the power of the Holy
Ghost.

When I was a boy, I led our Sun-
day School in reciting the testimony of

the three witnesses, and their words
have rung through my heart from that

day until this, when those men testi-

fied that an angel of God came down
from heaven and brought and laid be-
fore their eyes the plates from which
the Book of Mormon was translated and
testified that it was translated by the
gift and by the power of God.

I give you that witness today. I wish
there were time to discuss other marvel-
ous things the Lord has given us in the
restoration of the gospel. Then you
would know why it is the greatest mes-
sage that could be broadcast to the world
and why it is worth more than all the
wealth of this world.

I bear you solemn witness that I

know this work is of God. I know the
greatest joy that can fill the human soul

and breast is the testimony of the Spirit

of God, and I tell you, brothers and
sisters, we ought to go out and share it
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with our neighbors and our friends, and
may God bless every effort that is being
put forth by the membership of this

Church in that direction I pray, and
leave you my love and blessing, in the
name of the Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder LeGrand Richards of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve, has just concluded
speaking.

There are two other members of the

General Authorities from whom we
should like to hear, but we told them
in the Thursday meeting preceding the

opening of this Conference that we
would excuse them, that they might
conserve their physical strength which
they lost, one several years ago, and
one a few months ago, in over exertion

in the performance of their duties: Elder

Thomas E. McKay, and Bishop Joseph
L. Wirthlin.

I extend to you their appreciation and
gratitude for your faith and prayers and
their love for the Church, for the mem-
bership, their testimony of the truth of

the divinity of this work. God bless

them both.

PRESIDENT DAVID O. McKAY

Now,
IN CONCLUSION of this inspira-

tional Conference, we wish to ex-

press once again our gratitude to all

who have contributed to its success in-

cluding those who have furnished these

lovely flowers not only for the beauty of

the flowers themselves, but especially

for the spirit that prompted the giving.

The calla lilies come from Berkeley

Stake and the daffodils, from the Ta-
coma Stake through the courtesy of the

Puyallup Daffodil Festival Committee
of Tacoma.
We express appreciation to City offi-

cials for their efficient care in directing

traffic during the Conference; to the re-

porters; to radio and television stations,

for the service in our own City and State

and other States named throughout the

sessions—^this service has been the means
of permitting tens of thousands to hear
the proceedings of the Conference:—to

the daily papers, here in the City and in

the State, we express appreciation for

their cooperation and their efforts ac-

curately to report the proceedings of this

great Conference.

Once again, we express appreciation

and gratitude for those groups who have
furnished such inspiring music—the
Men's Chorus of the Tabernacle Choir
last Saturday night; the Tabernacle
Choir, faithful members, capable, in-

spiring; the Brigham Young University
Combined Choruses. You who heard
them will join me in expressing appre-
ciation of their presence, as well as for

their inspiring singing; and finally, and
how glorious it is to have our Conference
concluded with their singing—^we ex-

press appreciation to our singing Moth-
ers. You notice the Choir seats are

filled, and also the two rows extending
on each side of the gallery.

I should like to acknowledge with
gratitude the presence of the Spirit of


