
FIRST DAY

AFTERNOON MEETING

Conference reconvened promptly at

2 o'clock p.m., Friday, September 30.

The German-Speaking L.D.S. Organ-
ization Choir furnished the choral

music for this session. Heinz Rimmasch
conducted the Choir. Frank W. Asper

was at the organ.

President David O. McKay:

Members of the Church are convened
in the Tabernacle on Temple Square in

Salt Lake City in the second session of

the 126th Semi-Annual Conference of

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints. For those who are unable
to enter the building, we announce that

these services are being broadcast in the

Assembly Hall and in Barratt Hall
over a public address system and by
television.

These services are also being tele-

vised over KSL-TV, Channel 5, of Salt

Lake City, and are being heard over

radio station KSL of Salt Lake City, and
by arrangement through KSL over 12

radio stations in Utah, Idaho, Nevada,
Arizona, and California. A special tele-

vision cable installation will be shown
in four chapels in Pocatello, Idaho, and
by special arrangement over two tele-

vision stations in Idaho. The names
of these stations have already been an-

nounced to the radio audience.

We shall begin these services by the

Choir's singing "A Mighty Fortress,"

conducted by Elder Heinz Rimmasch.
The opening prayer will be offered

by Elder Jesse M. Smith, president of

the Snowflake Stake.

The Choir sang the musical number,
"A Mighty Fortress."

Elder Jesse M. Smith, President of the

Snowflake Stake, offered the invoca-

tion.

President David O. McKay:

The invocation was offered by Elder

Jesse M. Smith, president of the Snow-
flake Stake.

The German Speaking Church Or-
ganization Choir will now favor us with,

"Cherubim Song," conducted by Elder
Heinz Rimmasch, following which
President J. Reuben Clark, Jr. of the
First Presidency will speak to us.

Singing by the Choir, "Cherubim
Song."

President David O. McKay:

President J. Reuben Clark, Jr. of the

First Presidency will be our first speak-
er this afternoon. If President Thomas
E. McKay will make his way to the
rostrum, we should like to hear a few
words from him following President

Clark.

PRESIDENT J. REUBEN CLARK, JR.

Second Counselor in the First Presidency

|Y BRETHREN AND SISTERS,

those who are before me
and those who are on the

air: I rejoice with you in

the glorious inspiration

that we had in the morn-
ing session and for the encouragement
which it gave to us as to the way in

which we are regarded in the world,

and as to the duty which that imposes

upon us, and for the other instructions

which we received. It is my earnest

desire and my prayer that I may be
able to say something today that will be
fruitful, that will build up our faith,

and that will, I hope, call attention to

one great principle which I think is at

the base, one of the two great incidents

that are at the base of all that we be-

lieve and all that we know.
Paul, speaking to the Corinthians, in

the beginning of his First Epistle,

thanked God that he had only baptized
two of them in Corinth, Crispus and
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Gaius, and he more or less repudiated

the rest of them because of their pagan-
ism and their unbelief. Very early in

his First Epistle he told them about how
he felt about this. He said: "For I de-

termined not to know any thing among
you, save Jesus Christ, and him cruci-

fied." (I Cor. 2:2.)

And if you would read in this con-

nection, and I hope you will, the fif-

teenth chapter of First Corinthians,
dealing with the resurrection, you will

read there one of the great, masterful

sermons that have been preached in the

world on the resurrection, in which,
with searching logic and great argu-

ment, Paul showed how vain was all

we believed and all we taught if Christ

was not resurrected.

I recall, also, in this connection, those

words of Peter at the time he and John
had gone to visit the Temple. As they
started inward from the Court of the

Gentiles to the Court of the Women,
there at the Gate Beautiful, which was
the entrance, they came to a beggar who
seemingly had been brought there for

years. He made his living by what he
got begging from those who went in.

Peter and John stopped a moment, said

to him: "Look on us," and he, expecting

to receive alms from them, looked up,
and Peter said to him:

"Silver and gold have I none; but

such as I have give I thee: In the name
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and
walk." And he reached down and took

the man by the hand, and as the man
came to his feet, his feet and his ankles

straightened, and he walked and leaped
for joy and praised God. (See Acts 3:1-

8.)

The Jewish rulers could not endure
this challenge. Peter and John were
arrested, thrown into jail, and then,
when morning came, they were called

before Annas, the real high priest,

Caiaphas, his son-in-law, who was the
titular high priest, made so by the
Roman government, with John and
Alexander, and others, kindred of the
high priest, and the others who were
members of the Sanhedrin. These de-
manded of Peter and John by what
power and by what name they had done
these things. (See ibid., 4:1-12.)

Peter, who made their defense, said:
".

. . by the name of Jesus Christ of
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Nazareth, whom ye crucified." And
added: "Neither is there salvation in

any other: for there is none other name
under heaven given among men, where-
by we must be saved." (Ibid., 4:10, 12.)

Today the great Christian world are

retreating from their early and true be-

lief in Jesus as the Christ. They are

explaining him in different ways. They
are taking away from him his divinity.

One great church is loosening, ap-
parently, the bands which they formerly

had that bound them to Jesus Christ, by
setting up in his place the mother of

Jesus, Mary. We of our faith know that

Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ. This
is our knowledge. We must proclaim it

at all times and under all circumstances.

You know, it is not difficult to under-
stand that the Christian world does not
have the knowledge which we possess,

because the Bible, the Old Testament,
contains scant notice about the Christ
and about his work. There are some
glorious passages in the Psalms which
describe his crucifixion, tell about his

birth, but by and large there is not
much told about him.
Why should Jesus of Nazareth as-

sume this tremendous place and im-
portance in the Christian world, as de-

scribed by Paul and Peter?

Modern revelation has revealed this

to us. I have not time, this is not the

place, to undertake to discuss the Fall

and the atonement, more than to say a
few words.

We know of the Grand Council, we
know of the determinations there made,
we know that the world was created in

order that the spirits from the spirit

world might come here and be taber-

nacled.

We know of the placing of Adam in

the Garden and the instruction which
was given to him regarding the two
trees. We know of the disobedience to

the instruction with reference to the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

I do not like to call it a transgression

because the act that was done by Adam
had been foreseen; and it had been
planned before the world was that he
would do all he did do.

But an immortal being had disobeyed
the commandment of the Lord. An
immortal being had eaten the fruit An
immortal being had suffered the con-
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sequence. He and Eve became mortal,

and she afterwards sang in a great

hymn of praise, her gratitude for thus

having disobeyed, because now they

could have seed. (See Moses 5:11.) We
know that by having seed they could

go forward in fulfilling the plan that

was originally mapped out in the Grand
Council.

Adam became mortal; spiritual death

came to him; and mortal death

came to him. This was the first great

crisis in the history of mankind. In-

deed, it may be said to have produced
mankind.

In order for him to get back to the

place whence he began, it was neces-

sary that there should be an atonement
for this disobedience.

Quite obviously, Adam could not re-

trace his steps; he could not un-eat. He
was mortal. No matter how good any
of his children might be, they, also

mortal, had no more power than had
he. So, to pay for the disobedience, it

took a Being conceived by the Infinite,

not subject to death as were Adam's
posterity; someone to whom death was
subject; someone born of woman but yet

divine. He alone could make the sacri-

fice which would enable us to have our
bodies and our spirits reunited in the

due time of the Lord and then go back
to the Father, thus reunited; and final-

ly, body and spirit together, we might
go on through all the eternities.

Jesus of Nazareth was the one who
was chosen before the world was, the
Only Begotten of the Father, to come
to earth to perform this service, to con-

quer mortal death which would atone
for the Fall, that the spirit of man could
recover his body, so reuniting them.

(Note: Speaking to the multitude in

Jerusalem, Jesus said:

("Therefore doth my Father love me,
because I lay down my life, that I

might take it again.

("No man taketh it from me, but I

lay it down of myself. I have power to

lay it down, and I have power to take

it again. This commandment have I

received of my Father." [John 10:17-

18.])

That is the reason why, however good
any man, son of Adam, may have been,
he could not do the things, make the

atonement that would bring us back

into the presence of our Heavenly
Father. Again, he could not un-eat the

fruit. Jesus was not the son of Adam,
but of the Father.

As John was baptizing in the Jordan,

he saw Jesus approaching and ex-

claimed:
".

. . Behold the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world."

(Ibid., 1:29.) The record does not say

sins.

We frequently are told and under-
stand that not alone did Christ atone

for that "original sin," so-called, but

that he atones for our sins, generally.

As I understand it, so far as the resur-

rection is concerned, the overcoming of

mortal death, he did atone for our sins.

That is to say, no matter what we do
here on earth, even though we commit
the unpardonable sin, yet the atonement
of Christ will for that purpose and to

that end atone for our sins, and so will

bring about our resurrection. But after

the resurrection, then we have to be

judged according to the deeds of the

flesh, good or bad. On the judgment
day we will receive our rewards or pun-
ishments; we must pay for our own
sins.

So as I conceive it, we must stand
adamant for the doctrine of the atone-

ment of Jesus the Christ, for the divinity

of his conception, for his sinless life,

and for, shall I say, the divinity of his

death, his voluntary surrender of life.

He was not killed; he gave up his life.

You know, I think that all through

his life, he gave evidences of his divin-

ity, his divine powers and authority. It

is true that frequently other prophets

who were not divinely begotten had
done some of his works. If you run it

over in your mind, you will remember
that by walking on the water he de-

fied gravity. You will remember his

control over the elements, the winds,

and the waves, and the storm. You
will remember the exercise of his cre-

ative powers, for he created food when
he fed the five thousand and the four

thousand, and he made wine out of

water. You will remember how he
cured the halt, the lame, the blind.

You will recall how he brought life

back to the lifeless. You will recall his

great duel with Satan which he won.
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You will recall his great victory, when
he died and was resurrected,

I often think that one of the most
beautiful things in the Christ's life was
his words on the cross, when, suffering

under the agony of a death that is said

to have been the most painful that the

ancients could devise, death on the
cross, after he had been unjustly, ille-

gally, contrary to all the rules of mercy,
condemned and then crucified, when he
had been nailed to the cross and was
about to give up his life, he said to his

Father in heaven, as those who were
within hearing testify: ".

. . Father, for-

give them; for they know not what they
do." (Luke 23:34.)

It is our mission, perhaps the most
fundamental purpose of our work, to

bear constant testimony of Jesus the
Christ. We must never permit to enter

into our thoughts and certainly not into

our teachings, the idea that he was
merely a great teacher, a great philoso-

pher, the builder of a great system of

ethics. It is our duty, day after day,

year in and year out, always to declare

that Jesus of Nazareth was the Christ

who brought redemption to the world
and to all the inhabitants thereof.

I bear my testimony that I know that

God lives, that Jesus is the Christ, that

he was divinely begotten, was born,
lived his life, was crucified, and on the
third day arose, the first fruits of the
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resurrection, thus making it possible for

all of us to be resurrected.

I bear my testimony that he, with the

Father, appeared to the young Prophet
and opened up the Dispensation of the
Fulness of Times.

I bear my testimony to the truth of

the restored gospel.

I bear my testimony to the restoration

of the priesthood.

I bear my testimony that the keys
and powers which Joseph the Prophet
held as President of the Church, as

prophet, seer, and revelator, have come
down from him until now with the
Presidency of this Church, down to and
including our present President, David
O. McKay.
God give us all increasingly, day by

day, this testimony. God give us the
power and the faith and the courage
always to declare, Jesus is the Christ,

the only name under heaven given
among men by which we must be saved.

This is one of the prime duties of

this people. That we may fulfil it and
meet it unto the last degree, I humbly
pray, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

He to whom you have just listened, a

great testimony regarding Jesus the

Christ, is J. Reuben Clark, Jr. of the

First Presidency. He will be followed

by Elder Thomas E. McKay, Assistant

to the Twelve.

ELDER THOMAS E. McKAY

Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles

am very grateful, my breth-

ren and sisters, for this won-
derful opportunity again to

bear you my testimony to the

divinity of this work. I have
thoroughly enjoyed the testi-

monies that have been borne this morn-
ing and now the testimony of President
Clark.

I was very pleased to hear our German
brethren and sisters furnishing the music
this morning. I thought at one time
that perhaps there might be some in the
choir to whom I taught in English my
favorite song, "Love At Home"; but
after hearing their voices, they all

sounded so young and fresh I got to

thinking of how long ago that was

—

over fifty years—so I decided that none
of them were born at the time I taught
that English class. I am grateful for

the great missionary work that is being

done in the Church. I am grateful

especially for the gospel, and as I say,

this opportunity of again bearing my
testimony of its divinity.

I am thankful, especially for my par-

entage and for my brothers and sisters.

About a week or ten days ago, Sister

McKay and I were up at the old home;
we had some visitors. They came in.

We knew them, not too well; I had met
them before. We were delighted to say

some things about the old home, about


