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The gospel of Jesus Christ will yet

appeal to millions; yes, it will be seen
and known in all the world. The fu-

ture is lighted for us with the radiant

colors of hope. Strife and sorrow will

disappear. Peace and love will reign

supreme sometime. The lesson of

prophets, the dream of poets and musi-
cians is confirmed in the light of modern
knowledge, and as we gird ourselves for

the work of life, my brethren and sis-

ters, today and tomorrow, we may look
forward to the time when in the truest

sense the kingdoms of this world will

become the kingdoms of Christ, and he

shall reign forever and ever as King of

kings, and Lord of lords.

That is the great ideal of the future

of the members of this Church, of the
gospel of Jesus Christ, and that we may
know it, I ask in the name of Jesus
Christ, our Redeemer. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder Levi Edgar Young, Senior Presi-

dent of the First Council of Seventy, has
just concluded speaking. Bishop Joseph
L. Wirthlin of the Presiding Bishopric
will now speak to us.
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Presiding Bishop of the Church

resident McKay, my beloved
brethren and sisters; I sin-

cerely trust that the Lord may
bless me in the endeavor to

express to you one or two
thoughts that I have in con-

nection with my belief that we are in

the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ
established through the Prophet Joseph
Smith.

In thinking of the Prophet Joseph
Smith, there comes to mind a great

statement made in the Doctrine and
Covenants, section four, wherein the
Lord said this to the Prophet:

Now behold, a marvelous work is about
to come forth among the children of men.
(vs. 1.)

That was given to the Prophet in

1829. In 1830, the Church was organ-

ized with but six members. The
Prophet lost his life in 1844, at which
time there were in the Church ap-

proximately forty to forty-five thousand
members, an indication to me, and I

am sure to you, that when the Lord
said to the Prophet, "Now behold, a
marvelous work is about to come forth

among the children of men"—the men
who heard of that great revelation ac-

cepted it, and the result, as I said, was
that there were between forty and
forty-five thousand who were members
of the Church when the Prophet lost

his life.

It is most inspiring to me to know
that the Church was in existence for

fourteen years when the Prophet died,

and when you think of the accomplish-
ment in that period of time, there is no
question but what the Prophet Joseph
was being inspired by the Lord in build-
ing up the kingdom.
From that time on, after the death of

the Prophet, it was necessary for the
Church to leave Nauvoo and come
into the tops of these mountains where
we now exist. Brigham Young became
the President, and during his period
there were approximately 150,000 mem-
bers; in the time of President John
Taylor, approximately 200,000; in the
time of President Wilford Woodruff,
approximately 250,000; in the days of

President Lorenzo Snow, approximately
278,645; in the days of President Joseph
F. Smith, approximately 495,960; in the
days of President Heber J. Grant, ap-
proximately 979,454; and in the days of
President George Albert Smith, ap-
proximately 1,111,314 members. Today,
in the day of President David O.
McKay, there are approximately, in
1954, 1,302,240.

This again proves to us, as the Lord
said through the Prophet Joseph, "Now
behold, a marvelous work is about to

come forth among the children of men."
And the children of men have accepted
it from that day until this day, and are

accepting it as it is being taught to them
by missionaries and others who are

bringing to them the gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ.

I think of the great work of Presi-
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dent David O. McKay. In 1952, Presi-

dent McKay visited eleven nations. In

1953, President McKay selected sites

for two new temples—one of which, of

course, has already been prepared and
dedicated, you know, in far-off Switzer-

land, and another one soon is to be
built in Great Britain. In addition, in

1954, President David O. McKay cov-

ered 50,000 air miles, visiting eight na-
tions in Europe, South Africa, and South
America. In 1955, President McKay
visited seven nations in the South
Pacific, including Hawaii, Samoa, Aus-
tralia, and New Zealand, and at the

same time selected a site for a temple
in New Zealand; all of which again is

evidence of the fact that the Lord did

reveal to the Prophet Joseph that a

great and a marvelous work was about
to be taught and sent forth among men.

In 1893, President Woodruff made
this statement as he dedicated the Salt

Lake Temple, "That from this time on,

the power of the evil one would be
broken and that the enemy would have
less power over the Saints." How true

that is! When we go back into the his-

tory of this great Church, from 1893

until now, we find that the power of

the evil one has become weak; and
therefore, it has been possible to go out

and preach the gospel in the world.

When you stop to think, the Prophet

Joseph lost his life through the power
of Satan; and the Saints were driven

from Nauvoo to this country because of

the power of the evil one; and from
that time until 1893, there was difficulty

and suffering for our people; neverthe-

less, as the Lord said to the Prophet
Joseph, "Now behold, a marvelous work
is about to come forth among the chil-

dren of men."—and the children of

men have accepted the same, even
though the Prophet was murdered; and
the Church has grown and exists to the
point now to where we have, as I said,

over 1,302,000 members.

It is marvelous to know that in this

day and age we have more mission-

aries out in the world than ever before,

preaching the gospel of the Lord Jesus

Christ. There will be more, and the

time will come when mankind will lis-

ten to what the Prophet said in the

establishment of the Church of the Lord
Jesus Christ
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I also, brethren and sisters, would
like to say this, that each and every
one of us has great responsibilities be-

cause we belong to the Church of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and the Lord said

this through the Prophet Joseph to us:

Therefore, O ye that embark in the serv-

ice of God, see that ye serve him with all

your heart, might, mind and strength, that

ye may stand blameless before God at the
last day.

Therefore, if ye have desires to serve

God ye are called to the work;
For behold the field is white already to

harvest; and lo, he that thrusteth in his

sickle with his might, the same layeth up
in store that he perisheth not, but bringeth
salvation to his soul; (Ibid., 4:2-4.)

Actually, if we have the faith in our
hearts that this is the work of the Lord
Jesus Christ and desire to serve the Lord,
we can only do it through the work

—

through the results of our efforts in
building up the kingdom and making
it strong, so strong that the world will

accept the great truths as they are be-
ing forwarded to them through our mis-
sionaries, and as has been done through
our President in the last two or three
years.

I accept what the Lord said through
the Prophet to us, in speaking about
what we should do, and what our atti-

tude should be:

And faith, hope, charity and love, with
an eye single to the glory of God, qualify
him for the work.

Then he went on to say:

Remember faith, virtue, knowledge, tem-
perance, patience, brotherly kindness, godli-

ness, charity, humility, diligence.

Ask, and ye shall receive; knock, and it

shall be opened unto you. Amen. (Ibid.,

4:5-7.)

There is no question in my mind that

when an individual who, in his heart,

desires to serve God and live the gos-

pel of the Lord Jesus Christ and prays

to the Lord, he will receive the bless-

ings of the Lord according to what his

needs are. I think of the words of the

Lord, too, wherein he said this: "The
glory of God is intelligence, . .

." (Ibid.,

93:36.)

What a marvelous opportunity we all

have in this great Church where the
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apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ teach
us the gospel! Therein we do receive

the knowledge of the glory of God.
"The glory of God is intelligence, . .

."

(Ibid., 93:36) which intelligence we can
use in our lives from day to day. Surely
it becomes the glory of God unto us.

In my testimony I feel as did the
apostle of old, when Paul said:

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of

Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth. . . .

(Rom. 1:16.)

I would make one addition, and I

might say, I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Jesus Christ, for it is the
power of God unto salvation revealed
to us and given to us through the
Prophet Joseph and every one of the
Apostles who has lived from that day
until this time.

I am grateful for the testimony I have
that this is the Church of the Lord Jesus

Christ. I am grateful for the testimony

that I know that Joseph Smith was a
Prophet of God, and every President

of the Church has been a prophet of

God—has been an apostle. I am grate-

ful for the opportunity of the services

that are rendered through the power
of the priesthood, for with our priest-

hood, brethren and sisters, we have
many responsibilities and many oppor-
tunities to help build up the kingdom.
I leave you my humble testimony that
this is the Church of the Lord Jesus
Christ, that Joseph Smith was indeed a
Prophet of God. There is no question
about it: This is the work of God.
May we do all within our power to

continue to build it up, and therein
enjoy all of the blessings that the Lord
will give us as we go forward in his

behalf, I humbly ask, in the name of

Jesus. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

I know I express your feelings when
I say that we are grateful to hear
Bishop Wirthlin speak with his char-
acteristic energy and faith. The Lord
bless him, and continue to bless him

that he may continue in the great work
he is performing.

The Presiding Bishopric will con-

duct a special meeting in the Taber-
nacle tonight, beginning at seven

o'clock. The meeting will feature the

Aaronic Priesthood program. The fol-

lowing leaders are invited to be in at-

tendance: stake presidencies, high coun-
cilmen, bishoprics, members of stake

and ward Aaronic Priesthood commit-
tees, and all other leaders interested

in the Aaronic Priesthood program—in

the Tabernacle tonight at seven o'clock.

The singing for this session has been
furnished by the choir organized and
composed of our German speaking
Saints, led by Elder Heinz Rimmasch,
with Elder Frank W. Asper at the

organ. We are truly thankful for their

inspirational singing this day. What a

blessing their songs have been, and
the way they have been rendered. The
song of the righteous, truly is a prayer

unto the Lord.

We thank you members of the choir

and your leaders. Less than three

weeks ago, it was our privilege to meet
several hundred of your countrymen,
perhaps some of your relatives, and I

feel impressed in their behalf to thank

you for representing them so inspira-

tionally, and I express the appreciation

of all who have listened in as well as

those who have been here this morning
and this afternoon.

The Choir will now sing, "The Lord
Bless You and Keep You," following

which the benediction will be offered

by Elder Harry E. McClure. After the

benediction this Conference will be
adjourned until ten o'clock tomorrow
morning. President McClure was
formerly president of the Gridley Stake.

At the present time he is a member of

the Church Building Committee.

Singing by the Choir, "The Lord
Bless You and Keep You."

The closing prayer was offered by
Elder Harry E. McClure. Conference
adjourned until Saturday, October 1 at

10:00 a.m.


