
ELDER JOHN LONGDEN 45

decisions of life and move on to those
great as yet unseen activities and oppor-
tunities of eternity, toward which the
ways of all of us move, I pray in the
name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder Richard L. Evans of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve has just concluded
speaking. The congregation will now
join with the Singing Mothers in sing-

ing, "Now Let Us Rejoice." Elder Rich-
ard P. Condie, the Assistant Director
of the Tabernacle Choir, will lead us.

Elder John Longden, Assistant to the

Twelve, will speak to us following the

singing.

The Singing Mothers Chorus joined

with the congregation in singing the

hymn, "Now, Let Us Rejoice in the Day
of Salvation."

President David O. McKay:

Elder John Longden, Assistant to

the Twelve, will now speak to us. Elder

Longden will be followed by Bishop

Thorpe B. Isaacson.

ELDER JOHN LONGDEN
Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles

I

HAVE NO DESIRE to Stand here alone.

Humbly, in every fiber of my being,

I seek the blessing of my Heavenly
Father that has been so richly mani-
fest here this morning as we have lis-

tened to his true servants speak under
his inspiration.

The hymn we have just sung ["Now
Let Us Rejoice"] calls to mind an in-

spirational experience I shared just about
six months ago with President and
Sister Jacobsen of the Eastern States

Mission. We visited Brother and Sister

Moss who are assigned to take care of

the Peter Whitmer home in close prox-
imity where the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints was organized 126
years ago. I suggested we sing "Now Let
Us Rejoice in the Day of Salvation." I

am grateful for the inspiration of that
moment. The day of salvation, yes

—

. . . but there be some that trouble you,
and would pervert the gospel of Christ.

But though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you than
that which we have preached unto you, let

him be accursed. (Gal. 1:7-8.)

These were the words of the Apostle
Paul to the Galatians almost two thou-
sand years ago. I testify to you this

morning the words you hear in this

conference are truly the gospel of Jesus
Christ. It is his gospel—not the gospel
of Peter, not the gospel of Mark, not the
gospel of Paul, not the gospel of John,
or any of the other of those great apos-

tles—they are merely the servants of

the Lord Jesus Christ ordained to preach

the gospel of Jesus Christ.

I should like to call the attention of

the young people here and in the un-

seen audience to one or two thoughts

which I trust will be a stimulation.

Following the excellent remarks that

have been given already, truly the word
of the Lord, I would hope to continue

in the same spirit.

How does our spiritual growth com-
pare with our material progress? I

realize that there would be those who
would pervert the gospel, who would
endeavor to weaken faith, who would
endeavor to weaken the testimony of

you young people as you go to study

and improve your minds and to develop

the intelligence which God has given

you, but I humbly plead that you will

always remember and understand who
you are as you seek to study and to im-
prove your minds. See that your spirit-

ual growth keeps up with your material

and economic progress.

I testify to you that you are the light

of the world. Just previous to the state-

ment which I quoted from Paul to the
Galatian saints two thousand years ago,

Jesus Christ, in his Sermon on the

Mount said.

Ye are the light of the world. A city

that is set on an hill cannot be hid.

Neither do men light a candle, and put
it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and
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it giveth light unto all that are in the

house.

Let your light so shine before men, that

they may see your good works, and glorify

your Father which is in heaven. (Matt.

5:14-16.)

You have the opportunity to be the
light of the world, for today is a new
day. The eyes of the world, I feel, are

upon us. All the glorious things that

have occurred within recent months-^
the visit of the choir to Europe, the
dedication of the temple in Switzerland,

and then the Los Angeles Temple a few
weeks ago, have focused much attention

on the Latter-day Saints. In an hour
and a half in Los Angeles in a taxi and
on a bus and in a store, several people
who did not know who we were

—

neither Sister Longden nor I, asked if

we had seen the Mormon temple, and
all seemed most anxious to talk about
it. They said, "Be sure you see the

Mormon temple and see the Angel
Moroni."

I thrill as I see tourists come to these

grounds and on Main Street and look
heavenward to see the Angel Moroni.
There is much gratitude and apprecia-

tion swelling in my heart that that light

has come into our lives. We should
understand the message that he has de-

livered to the earth.

Yes, do not leave the Lord out of

your studies. A few weeks ago I read
the story of a great physician. Someone
said to him, "How does it feel to have
within your hands the power of life

and death as you operate?" And he
said, "I never feel that way. In fact,

in my younger days when I was cock-

sure, I was glorying in my record. I

was not humble. In an operation I

had to reach a hairbreadth decision,

and I was incorrect. So for some years

I did not practise, and then as I sat one
day meditating upon my failure, there

was a spirit came to me. It seemed to

say, 'God has given you these hands.
God has given you your brains—develop
them and utilize them in worth-while
effort,' and so now, since taking up my
practice again, I never take scalpel in

hand unless there is a prayer in my
heart, 'O God, guide my hands, and
give to me of thy knowledge, for thou
art the Great Physician, and I am only
thy servant.'"

Second Day

I pray that we will have the desire

to develop our spiritual selves, for only

under and by and through that spirit

can we attain the great accomplishments
that are held out for us by our Heavenly
Father. I ask, as you study the philos-

ophies, that you will give the gospel of

Jesus Christ an even break. Study con-

sistently the truths embodied in this

great gospel, which I testify to you has

been restored to the earth in its ful-

ness. Latter-day Saints need not wan-
der in darkness.

In conclusion I should like to give

you a spiritual thought. I visited the

Juarez Stake just a little over two years

ago. I went out into an apple orchard.

I saw there a glorious harvest which
they were reaping, the like of which
I had never seen before. Branches were
literally touching the ground, they were
so heavily laden with delicious fruit.

I know they were delicious because I

sampled several of those apples. They
were delicious by name and also to

taste.

I said to the stake president: "How
come? Do you have a harvest like

this every year?" He said, "No, this

orchard is ten years old, and this is the

first time I have ever had or experi-

enced such a crop."

I said, "How do you account for it?"

"I'll tell you. I decided deliberately

to do something about it because I

wasn't happy with the results I was
getting, and so last spring I placed a

bouquet of flowers in every apple tree

in that orchard, and then God provided

the rest, for the bees came along, and
they feasted upon those flowers, and
they pollenizea those apple trees, and
here is the rich harvest."

And I likened that to our lives. Are

we pollenizing our spiritual lives with
the things contained in the four standard

works of the Church, which have been

so beautifully called to our attention

in this conference? Gk)d is anxious and
ready to help us if we will only learn

of him. I humbly pray, young people,

that you will not leave the Lord out of

your lives; and as you study, regardless

of what the subject may be, you will

realize that there is need to develop

your spiritual natures.

God bless us so to do, and ever to be

humble in accepting his blessings and
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extending unto him our gratitude. I

know that he lives. I know that he is

ready to bless us if we will be obedient,
diligent students, ever striving to be
influenced by his spirit. This I pray,
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,

our Savior. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder John Longden, Assistant to the

Twelve, has just addressed us. We will

now hear from Bishop Thorpe B. Isaac-

son of the Presiding Bishopric. He will

be followed by Elder Milton R. Hunter.

BISHOP THORPE B. ISAACSON

First Counselor in the Presiding Bishopric

PRESIDENT McKay, President Richards,
President Clark, my brethren of the
General Authorities, and my dear

brothers and sisters: I feel very humble
this morning standing before this great

audience, this wonderful audience. I

humbly pray that the Lord will answer
my prayers and sustain me and guide
me in what I shall say.

If I have the strength and if I may be
forgiven, I should like to thank my wife
for a prayer that she offered this morn-
ing. As we had oui* family prayers, she
asked if she could say a prayer, also,

and I felt ashamed that I had not asked
her without her asking me. I think,
brethren, that we ought to have otir

wives join often in our prayers. While
they may not hold the priesthood, I am
not so sure that the Holy Ghost does
not function in the lives of our wives
and mothers in probably a keener sense
than in our own. After she had prayed
for President McKay and all the Gen-
eral Authorities of the Church, she made
a special petition to the Lord for her
husband and asked that he could be
blessed with courage, and then she said,

"For courage cometh of the Lord."

Yes, young people, courage cometh
from the Lord. Argument, debate, criti-

cism, and faultfinding are not of the
Lord. Despondency and discouragement
are not of the Lord. Courage cometh
from the Lord.

On Thursday morning it was otir

privilege as General Authorities of the
Church to meet the First Presidency in
the temple preparatory for this great
conference. I do not have the ability to
express to you and share with you the
spirit of that meeting, but I can testify

to you that I know that the spirit of the
Lord was there in rich abundance and
that the prayers that were offered and

instructions that we received were di-

vine.

Someone said at the close of the meet-
ing in the temple, "If we could only go
now from this beautiful meeting in the

temple to the conference, then we would
not need to worry, because of the beauti-

ful spirit present." I believe that same
sweet spirit that existed in the meeting
in the temple has carried over in full

according to the prayers and the suppli-

cations there, pleading with the Lord
to bless the conference. Yes, I think the

same sweet spirit has been here as we
prayed to the Lord that it would be.

Much has been said about the Aaronic
Priesthood. I shall not forget the visit

I recently made to the Susquehanna
River and the feeling that I had as I

stood somewhere near the spot where
the Prophet Joseph and Oliver Cowdery
went to seek the guidance of the Lord,

and where John the Baptist appeared to

them. I wonder if we can imagine how
they must have felt when the heavenly
messenger appeared to them.

You know, when the Prophet received

his first vision, there were some who
said he was not a learned man. Perhaps
not, if you judge by the knowledge of

men, but he had seen God. He knew
more about God than any other man in

his dispensation. He had seen the Res-

urrected Christ. He knew more about

Jesus than any other man in this dis-

pensation. To know God and his

Son, Jesus Christ, as Joseph Smith knew
them, is divine power and the fountain

of all knowledge. Someone has said,

"He who knows books knows much; he
who knows nature knows more; but he
who knows God has reached the goal of

human wisdom."

Much has been said about the visita-

tion of John the Baptist to the Prophet


