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my brethren and sisters, and to the
world, that we pay in very deed a hun-
dred percent of the production of these

farm projects of ours to the same identi-

cal cause to which much of our taxes

are dedicated. The gross production of

our welfare projects goes to relieve a tax

burden rather than the small fraction

which would be charged us were we
limited alone to the tax that might be
levied upon it if it were not tax-exempt
by law. I am sure that the people in the
Church and out of the Church should
have no worry about our not meeting
our civic responsibilities. I am sure

that we will always be found doing
more than our share in the communi-
ties in which we live throughout the
world. Think of it, with the great

number of welfare projects we have
now, scattered as they are throughout
the United States and Canada, we can
be assured that no particular climatic

condition or no particular disaster could

aflect us all, and that we are in the

position where when one community is

hurt we can draw from the other com-
munities and the other projects of the

Church to assist them. With every

new project we have added insurance

for our future welfare and protection.

I hope and pray that we may always

be responsive in the future as we have
been in the past to the great leadership

of President McKay and to that in-

spiration and direction which will come
to him as he continues to preside over

us in the Church and kingdom of God,
and this I pray humbly, in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder Henry D. Moyle of the Council
of the Twelve has just addressed us. We
shall now hear from Elder Alma Sonne,

Assistant to the Twelve.
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MY BRETHREN AND SISTERS: I want tO

say that I endorse with all my heart

the remarks which have been made
this afternoon by Elder Stapley, Presi-

dent Smith, and Elder Moyle, and I

join with them in expressing my love

and admiration for President David O.
McKay, who has given this Church fifty

years of unselfish service. I remember
him for almost that number of years.

During all of that time he has traveled

through the nations of the earth repre-

senting this Church, explaining the gos-

pel principles, and bearing his testimony

to the divinity of this great work
I had a friend once who was educated

along literary lines. He told me one
day that the finest sentence in all litera-

ture is in the Bible. When I asked him
to repeat it he said, "God said. Let there

be light: and there was light." (Gen.

1:3.) I suppose from the standpoint of

beauty and majesty that sentence has no
parallel, and yet I thought of another

sentence, a sentence of only three words,

spoken by the angel on the morning of

the resurrection. The angel said, "He is

risen." (Mark 16:6.) I believe that was

the most important announcement ever

made to the world.

I rejoice in the stability of this Church,
in the soundness of its doctrines, and I

am very happy that all of those doctrines

are in agreement with the Holy Bible.

I read a book the other night which
suggested that the stories of the resur-

rection, and the stories of the miracles

performed by Jesus originated during a

period of myth making. I confess that

I am somewhat annoyed when a sup-

posed leader of a Christian church will

make a statement like that. Strip the

Christian religion of the doctrine of the

resurrection, and you lose its motivating
power, as was stated so well by Presi-

dent McKay the other day. There is no
doctrine which received more atten-

tion of Christ's twelve apostles, whom
he sent into the world, than the

resurrection. To deny it is to be ruled

entirely by skepticism and unbelief.

Mankind needs to have a conviction

concerning the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus.

There are those who have relied en-

tirely on their finite understanding and
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their human vision which, to say the

least, is darkened "by the shadows of

earth." The human soul needs an
anchorage. Man cannot live by bread
alone. Mankind needs a vindication

against the tyranny of death and against

the ravages of time and decay. Jesus

Christ and the prophets have supplied

that vindication. The Savior supplied

it when, in the throes of agony and
death, he said to the felon on the cross:

"To day shalt thou be with me in para-

dise"; (Luke 23:43) also, when he ap-

peared to Mary in the garden, when
someone said, "Woman, why weepest
thou?" She said unto him, "Because
they have taken away my Lord and I

know not where they have laid him."

Jesus said unto her, "Woman, why
weepest thou? whom seekest thou?"
(John 20:15.) She supposed him to be
the gardener, and said unto him, "Sir,

if thou have borne him hence, tell me
where thou hast laid him, and I will

take him away." Jesus said unto her,

"Mary." She turned herself and said

unto him, "Rabboni, which is to say,

Master." (See John 20:13-16.)

In all the writings, either ancient or

modern, there is nothing more beauti-

ful, more touching, and more reassur-

ing than these words quoted by John.

Jesus again supplied that vindication

when he faced the apostles in an upper
room and when he talked and ate with
them: "A spirit hath not flesh and
bones, as ye see me have," (Luke 24:39)
said the Master. Again he supplied it

when he restored the wavering faith of

Thomas Didymus: "Reach hither thy
finger, and behold my hands; and reach
hither thy hand and thrust it into my
side: and be not faithless, but believing."

(John 20:27.) That circumstance led up
to the last Beatitude, probably the

mightiest of them all: "Because thou
hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed

Second Day

are they that have not seen, and yet

have believed." (John 20:29.)

That doctrine is the very foundation

of the restored gospel of Jesus Christ.

Jesus again supplied it when he appeared

to Saul of Tarsus on the way to

Damascus when he asked the question:

"Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?"
(Acts 9:4.)

And last, but not least, he gave to the

modern world a vindication and an
irrefutable witness when he appeared to

Joseph Smith, the Prophet, in a grove

of trees in New York, where God spoke

these words:

"This is My Beloved Son. Hear Him!"
(P. of G. P., Joseph Smith 2:17.)

The strongest fortification you and I

can have against the uncertainties of

life is the testimony which we have re-

ceived from our Father in heaven con-

cerning the resurrection. May we cher-

ish it, and may we keep it strong; and
may we always be valiant for the truth,

I pray in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder Alma Sonne, Assistant to the

Twelve, has just concluded speaking.

The congregation will now sing, "We
Thank Thee, O God, For a Prophet,"

conducted by Richard Condie. Follow-
ing the singing, Elder Bruce R. McCon-
kie will address us.

The Singing Mothers Chorus and the
congregation joined in singing the
hymn, "We Thank Thee, O God, for a
Prophet," Richard P. Condie conducting.

President David O. McKay:

Elder Bruce R. McConkie of the First

Council of the Seventy will now speak
to us. Elder McConkie will be followed

by Bishop Carl W. Buehner.
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WE BELIEVE in the law of justification.

By virtue of this law, if a man
walks, acts, and lives in this life in

such a manner that his conduct is justi-

fied by the Spirit, he eventually will

attain an inheritance in the celestial

world.

On the day the Church was organ-
ized, April 6, 1830, the Prophet, writing

by way of prophecy and revelation,


