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imaginary excursion. My brethren, that
great revelation of two glorious Beings,

and the testimony of its truth, witnessed
by the Holy Ghost—has been the basis

of this Church. The strength we have
today of a million and three hundred
and fifty thousand, our immense out-

lay of buildings and the vast numbers
of you of the Priesthood, is because all

of us have also had borne in upon our
souls that same, still, small, quiet, wit-
ness that indeed the events did tran-

spire; that indeed Joseph Smith was a
Prophet; and indeed carried his work to

the satisfaction of his Father in Heaven,
and we know by the same whispering
of the spirit that his keys are held by
President McKay and those who asso-

ciate with him as prophets and seers

and revelators.

That is my testimony also, in the
name of Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

The congregation will now sing, "Do
What Is Right," with Elder J. Spencer
Cornwall conducting.

The Chorus and the congregation

joined in singing the hymn, "Do What
Is Right," Elder J. Spencer Cornwall
conducting.

President David O. McKay:

President J. Reuben Clark, Jr., will

now speak to us.

PRESIDENT J. REUBEN CEARK, JR.

Second Counselor in the First Presidency

MY brethren: Again in this semi-

annual Priesthood Meeting, I am
privileged and honored to be asked

to say a few words to you. I hope that

you will aid me, that the things that

I wish to say, have thought I might say,

will seem to be appropriate, and that

I may be led either along that line or

some other. I know in part the value
of your prayers. I know in part the

power of the Priesthood. I know in

part the power of our Heavenly Father.

And these things I invoke at this time.

If Brother Young will permit me, I

should just like to make one observa-

tion. You know, if I canot accept this

First Vision, I do not see how I can be
regarded as a member of this Church.
I do not see any alternative to that, be-

cause it is elemental. There are some,
in numbers I am sure few, in position

of some importance, who seem to think
that the Church is a great social organ-
ization and such it is, and if that were
all it is I suppose it would be worth be-

longing to, but the Church is that and
far, far more. The social activity, the

economic set up of the Church is most
important, but without the First Vision

and all that flows from it, this Church
as we know it, would never have been
built, would not now exist, and would
have been but a memory.

You know, of course, I cannot think
for anybody else but myself but I be-

lieve that if I held that erroneous view
which I have named, I would have the

courage, the ordinary, everyday honesty
publicly to proclaim myself and ask to

be relieved of my membership. That is

the way I would feel.

Now, I am sure the brethren who are

still waiting here, President McKay
and President Richards, have much that

they want to say, and I have only one
or two points that I would like to

mention. What I am going to say
now I cannot be too sure about, and I

do not give you these things that I

shall read to you, tell you about, as

being actual facts. But I think they are

fairly accurate. Compared with the
most numerous, that is the Church with
the most membership in the United
States, we stand as one to 24, by which
I mean that the largest is twenty-four
times plus larger than are we.

However, when it comes to the Priest-

hood, the situation is very different. In
the United States, according to our best

figures, there are 165,000 holding the
Melchizedek Priesthood; there are 143,-

000 bearing the Aaronic Priesthood; a
total of 309,000.

Now I cannot be sure about the figures

1 shall give you next, but the best I have
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been able to obtain would show that

they, that other Church, of which we
are only l/24th as large, has only
54,344 priests. That gives us 5.6 bearers

of the Priesthood to their one.

Now if you add in to that number of

theirs, those who belong to their Semi-
naries, who as I understand are not yet

bearers of their Priesthood, and so

should not be included, but including

them, it appears that we have 3.5 bear-

ers of the Priesthood to one with them.
Yet they are perhaps 24 times larger

than are we.
Brother Mark Petersen quoted some

scriptures, and I would like, if Mark
will permit it to quote them. The Lord
told Moses, you will find this in Exodus
19:6:

"And ye shall be unto me a kingdom
of priests, and an holy nation. These
are the words which thou shalt speak

unto the children of Israel."

And then as Peter has quoted it and
enlarged it, Brother Mark:

"But ye are a chosen generation, a

royal priesthood, an holy nation, a pe-

culiar people; that ye should shew forth

the praises of him who hath called you
out of darkness into his marvellous
light." (I Peter 2:9.)

I am sure there is no other Church on
this earth that has the proportion of

Priesthood to total membership that we
have. The plan which the Father had
for Israel could not be carried out be-

cause they refused to receive the Mel-
chizedek Priesthood, and the Lord took
the Priesthood and then Moses out of

their midst and left them with the
Aaronic Priesthood.

Now the lesson I would like to get out
of this situation, is what a tremendous
advantage not only, do we have over
any other church, I think I may safely

say in the world, but I would like to

point out to you we have a correspond-
ing responsibility, a responsibility that

we cannot escape. We have been made
in general language, a kingdom of

priests, a priesthood kingdom. The Lord
so looks at us, I am sure, and I am sure

he will hold us responsible.

I wonder, well organized as we are

(years ago when the German Army was
regarded as the best drilled and best

officered and best organized army in the
world, we used to hear that an appraisal
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of us was to this effect) whether we are

as well organized as the German Army.
Our organization is perfect. We can
have no excuse, no reason for failing

to do what the Lord expects us to do,

save our own indifference, unwilling-

ness, or indolence.

Brethren, I think this is a tremendous
responsibility, and how shall we meet
it. I come back to the theme I have
spoken of ever since I have been talking

to you, unity. I want to take time with
your permission to read a part of per-

haps the greatest prayer of which we
have record, that prayer which was ut-

tered by the Savior the night before the
crucifixion after he and the disciples

had left the Upper Chamber and had
gone out to the Mount. That is the
one in which near the beginning, Jesus

declared, "And this is life eternal, that

they might know thee the only true

God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast

sent." (John 17:3.)

And if you will bear with me, I want
to read most of the rest of that prayer.

It was uttered in behalf of the disciples

by Jesus himself, and you brethren who
are here, bearers of the Melchizedek
Priesthood, hold precisely the same
Priesthood, enjoy, I think, precisely the
same rights and powers and keys that

were enjoyed by them. And I want to

read you by way of recalling to your
remembrance, how the Lord prayed for

them. I am reading from John, chap-
ter 17.

"For I have given unto them the
words (he is talking to the Father)

which thou gavest me; and they have
received them, and have known surely

that I came out from thee, and they
have believed that thou didst send me.

"I pray for them: I pray not for the
world, but for them which thou hast

given me; for they are thine.

"And all mine are thine, and thine

are mine; and I am glorified in them.
(He is speaking of those, I repeat, who
hold the same Priesthood that you
brethren here before me, holders of the
Melchizedek Priesthood, now possess.)

"And now I am no more in the world,

but these are in the world, and I come
to thee. Holy Father, keep through
thine own name those whom thou hast

given me, that they may be one, as

we are.
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"While I was with them in the world,

I kept them in thy name: those that thou
gavest me I have kept, and none of

them is lost, but the son of perdition;

that the scripture might be fulfilled.

"And now come I to thee; and these

things I speak in the world, that they

might have my joy fulfilled in them-
selves.

"I have given them thy word; and
the world hath hated them, because

they are not of the world, even as I

am not of the world.

"I pray not that thou shouldest take

them out of the world, but that thou
shouldest keep them from the evil.

"They are not of the world, even as

I am not of the world.

"Sancitify them through thy truth: thy
word is truth.

"As thou hast sent me into the world,

even so have I also sent them into the

world.

"And for their sakes I sanctify myself,

that they also might be sanctified

through truth.

"Neither pray I for these alone, but
for them also which shall believe on
me through their word;

"That they all may be one; as thou.

Father, art in me, and I in thee, that

they also may be one in us: that the

world may believe that thou hast sent

me.
"And the glory which thou gavest me

I have given them; that they may be
one, even as we are one:

"I in them, and thou in me, that
they may be made perfect in one; and
that the world may know that thou
hast sent me, and hast loved them, as

thou hast loved me.
"Father, I will that they also, whom

thou hast given me, be with me where
I am; that they may behold my glory,

which thou hast given me: for thou
lovedst me before the foundation of the
world.
"O righteous Father, the world hath

not known thee: but I have known thee,

and these have known that thou hast
sent me.
"And I have declared unto them thy

name, and will declare it: that the love

wherewith thou hast loved me may be
in them, and I in them." (John 17:8-

26.)

Brethren, I take it that that is a prayer
offered for us, just as applicable to us
as it was to the Apostles in whose im-
mediate behalf Christ was intervening.

May the Lord give us the unity, the
faith, the powers, which the Lord
prayed that his Disciples might have, I

humbly pray, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

President David O. McKay:

President Stephen L Richards will be
our next speaker.

PRESIDENT STEPHEN L RICHARDS

First Counselor in the First Presidency

I

MIGHT well have chosen a subject

for this evening other than that on
which I propose to dwell had I not

been impelled a few days ago in con-

templating this meeting to bring a par-

ticular matter to your attention. I trust

that it may not be too inappropriate for

this great occasion. If at the beginning
it seems so, please reserve judgment.

I read in the newspaper the other day
an article. It prompted me to bring

the matter here. It is written by Judge
Rudolph C. Geissler of Connecticut.

Some of you may have seen it, but I

fear that it was not read generally and
seriously, or I would not take the time
to reproduce at least part of it. The
Judge says:

"In the 24 years I have been on the
bench, I have never given a speeder a
second chance. I never will. If he is

convicted in my court or pleads guilty,

the speeder gets a fine or a jail sen-
tence and his license gets blemished.

"In the sense that I adhere strictly to
the law, I am a 'tough' judge. In my
opinion, that is the judge's job. As a
speeder, you are one man in a traffic

court on one particular day; as a judge,

you are a witness day in day out, by
the hundreds and thousands, to the
worst carnage man has ever known.
Worse than plague. Worse than war.

"Motorists are inclined to think that
when they come up before a judge on
their first speeding charge, they should


