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of the Holy Ghost gives us the right to

companionship with one of the God-
head; administration to the sick, quaH-
fies the individual with faith for a special

blessing; by paying our tithing, the

windows of heaven may be opened unto
us; by fasting and by paying our fast

offerings, we are told that then we might
call on the Lord and he will hear our

cry and our call; celestial marriage
promises us that family life will exist

beyond the grave. But all of these

blessings are ours on one condition, and
this is spoken of by Nephi, when he
said:

For we labor diligently to write, to per-

suade our children and also our brethren, to

believe in Christ, and to be reconciled to

God; for we know that it is by grace that

we are saved, [but mark you this condition,]

after all we can do. (2 Nephi 25:23. Italics

added.)

The Master did not directly answer
that question, "Are there few that be
saved?" But he answered, "Strive to

enter in at the strait gate." Strive means
to struggle in opposition or contention,

to contend, to battle for or against a
person or a thing opposed, to strive as

against temptation, and to strive for

truth.

Well, in all that striving, remember
Temple Bailey's parable for mothers:
"The young mother said to the guide
at the beginning of her way, 'Is the way
long?' And the guide replied, 'Yes, and
the way is hard, and you will be old

before you reach the end of it. But the
end will be better than the beginning.'

"

Oh, that we might think of these
warnings and remember the prayer of

the Prophet Joseph in the midst of his

persecutions, when he cried out, asking

why the Lord would not see and hear
the sufferings of the Saints, and then
hear the Lord answer:

My son, peace be unto thy soul; thine

adversity and thine afflictions shall be but

a small moment;
And then, if thou endure it well, God shall

exalt thee on high; thou shalt triumph over

all thy foes. (D & C 121:7-8.)

Oh, may we pray the prayer of the

Alcoholics Anonymous, those men who
are striving to come back: "O Lord,"

they pray, "give me the humility to ac-

cept the things I cannot change, and
the courage to change the things I can
change, and then the wisdom to tell the

difference."

And may we pray that prayer which
I heard set to beautiful music at a stake

conference just recently:

Lord, when the twilight of life is falling

Help me and guide me where you want me.
Lord, when I hear that your voice is calling.

Make me worthy to abide with thee.

Lord, when I feel that at times I'm straying

Lead me, O Lord, lead me aright.

Send forth thy light and thy love I'm pray-

ing

That the dark and dreary way be bright.

Lord, give me faith that I may heed thy call

Lord, give me strength that I may never fall.

Help me to find the path that thou hast
trod.

Help me to love, and obey thee, my Lord,
my God.

—C. S. Thornwall

Which I pray humbly for all of us,

in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder Harold B. Lee of the Council of

the Twelve has just spoken to us. Elder
George Q. Morris of the same Council
will now speak to us. He will be fol-

lowed by Elder Christiansen.
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Of the Council of the Twelve Apostles

M[y dear brethren and sisters: I have
enjoyed thoroughly these wonder-
ful conference sessions, and now in

this position I sincerely pray that

the beautiful spirit that has pervaded
every session may lead me to say that

which is true and what the Lord would
have me say.

I had thought I might say something
about the atonement. I was just fresh-

ening up on it this morning a few
minutes before eight, but I wanted to
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tune in and hear President Smith's talk,

and as I tuned in I thought to myself,

"I am sure that President Smith is go-

ing to talk about the atonement," which
he did. So I refer you to his beautiful

talk this morning, concise and authori-

tative, and I say "amen" to it.

I should like to mention in the tew

moments that I shall be here, something
with relation to the atonement, and that

it might be fresh in your mind, I wish

to read that beautiful statement of Lehi,

the great prophet, referring to certain

aspects of the atonement:

And now, behold, if Adam had not trans-

gressed he would not have fallen, but he
would have remained in the garden of Eden.
And all things which were created must
have remained in the same state in which
they were after they were created; and they

must have remained forever, and had no
end.
And they would have had no children;

wherefore they would have remained in

a state of innocence, having no joy, for

they knew no misery; doing no good, for

they knew no sin.

But behold, all things have been done
in the wisdom of him who knoweth all

things.

Adam fell that men might be; and men
are, that they might have joy. (2 Nephi
2:22-25.)

What a wonderful statement that is.

So it was the design of our Father in

heaven that man should have an earth

experience and that Adam should fall

and that transgression and sin should
come into the world which called for

the atonement.
Now, I think the principle question

before us is not do we comprehend the

atonement, but do we accept it and
know that it is true. Many things about
us we do not comprehend; as one
speaker said, with respect to electricity,

the scientific men say they do not know
all about it, do not know much about
it, they do not know what it is. They
know how it acts, but they do not know
why it acts, and yet we all avail our-

selves of the blessing of electricity with-

out comprehending it.

I think it is exactly the same with
the glorious principle of atonement. If

electricity in our highly developed civi-

lization were taken out of our lives, our
civilization would stop, it is so integrated

into our activities. And if the principle

Third Day

of the atonement were taken away, what
would be the result? We would have
no Jewish scriptures, we would have no
Jewish people. There would have been
no covenant with Abraham. We would
have no New Testament. We would
have no gospel of Jesus Christ, for the

atonement is the foundation of it all.

And what would spirit world existence

mean, what objective would it have, if

there were nothing beyond our existence

in the spirit world, because God foimd
it necessary for us to come to the earth

to get our experience, to gain a body, to

pass through death, to be raised an im-
mortalized and glorified being so that

we might go on to perfection. Without
the atonement there would have been
no creation of an earth because that

would have meant that we would have
all come to the earth as is stated by
Lehi, and after transgression had oc-

curred, death would follow, and the

earth would be merely the eternal grave-

yard of the sons and daughters of God.
That would have been the end.

The Lord would not undertake to

create an earth for that end. An earth

life would never have been planned ex-

cept for this glorious principle of the

atonement. And would we have an
heaven without the principle of the

atonement, would we ever have had an
existence in heaven as spirit children

of God without the atonement, for God
the Eternal Father is a being, a Glorified

Being of flesh and bone, exalted and
celestialized, and that comes through
death and the resurrection by means of

the atonement. Unless spirit and matter

are inseparably connected, we cannot
have a fulness of joy. And if they are

so connected, we may have joy in its

fullest degree, which I would say means
attainment, achievement, exaltation. We
must come to the earth; we must have
earth life; we must go through death;

and we must be exalted and glorified

through the power of God and through
the gospel and the resurrection.

None of these things would have been
possible or contemplated or plaimed or

carried out without this glorious princi-

ple of atonement, the Son of God dying

for all the children of men. We may
not be able to comprehend it, in its

fulness, but we can know it, and we
can understand how the Son of God,



ELDER ELRAY L. CHRISTIANSEN 113

the Firstborn among all the children of

God, dying for all the rest, would gain

power and influence over the children

of men, and we can understand what
their love should be for him and their

devotion should be towards him be-

cause his suffering was such that no
human being could endure it. He ac-

cepted it. It was so terrible that he
almost wished that he might not have
to endure it. But he accepted it and
glorified his Father in heaven and made
possible our earth life, our resurrection,

our exaltation, and the blessings of

eternal life.

It is impossible for me to understand
why so-called Christian men and men
of intelligence try to rob the Lord Jesus
Christ of his Messiahship. It can only
be because of their darkness. Scholar-
ship, barren and cold, does not compre-
hend life and does not give us the key
to this life.

Our relationship with God our Eter-
nal Father is a relationship of our
hearts, and a pure heart is wiser and
more intelligent than a barren intellect.

We are called upon to love God with
all our hearts and our fellow men as

ourselves; and by this glorious principle
of the atonement, we are here today
through the mercy and blessings of God.
May we always remember that we are

the children of God; may we live like

the children of God. Thank God for

the truth, the most glorious, the strong-
est, most wonderful thing in the world
or in the eternities. Thank God for the
restored truth. I bear my witness that
the truth is here in this Church and
kingdom of God, and the power of God
is here unto our salvation. Jesus Christ
is our Messiah; he said those who would
not accept his Messiahship would die in
their sins, and I bear witness this is

true, and that those who will accept his

Messiahship may be redeemed and
exalted.

I bear my humble witness that Joseph

Smith was a Prophet of the Living God,
through whom the Lord restored these

glorious truths for the salvation of the

human family. I thank God for him
and his successors, and I bear witness

that all the keys and powers that the
Lord gave to Peter, James, and John are

here resident now in those who are in

our midst. May God help us to be true

in all things, I humbly pray, in the
name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder George Q. Morris of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve has just addressed

us.

We have had many telegrams stat-

ing how well the exercises, addresses,

and testimonies of this Conference have
gone over the various radio stations. We
cannot read them all, but here is one
that has just come, which I am con-

strained to read for the benefit of par-

ents who may have boys in this group.

It is addressed to the General Authori-
ties from Fort Rnox:
"Though unable to be present at Con-

ference or reach you by radio or tele-

vision our thoughts and prayers are

with you. We sustain you in your call-

ings. With the help of the Lord our
servicemen's group is prospering here at

Fort Knox. Fort Knox Servicemen's
group, Melvin Banner, President."

And here is one just handed in from
Elder Benson:
"Washington. President David O.

McKay. My thoughts and prayers are

with you all in Conference. My lone-

liness was eased this afternoon when a
member of the Washington Stake presi-

dency returned from Salt Lake and re-

ported the inspirational Priesthood
Meeting of last night to an overflow
meeting in the Washington Chapel. Af-
fectionate greetings to all. God bless

you. Ezra Taft Benson."
Elder El Ray L. Christiansen, Assist-

ant to the Twelve, will now speak to us.
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THE WONDERFUL addresses, the singing,

and all that has pertained to the
conference, including the prayers of

the brethren, have found lodgment in

my soul. I am determined to leave

here and live a better life, and to do
some things better that I may not have
done so well. I hope, brethren and


