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the Firstborn among all the children of

God, dying for all the rest, would gain

power and influence over the children

of men, and we can understand what
their love should be for him and their

devotion should be towards him be-

cause his suffering was such that no
human being could endure it. He ac-

cepted it. It was so terrible that he
almost wished that he might not have
to endure it. But he accepted it and
glorified his Father in heaven and made
possible our earth life, our resurrection,

our exaltation, and the blessings of

eternal life.

It is impossible for me to understand
why so-called Christian men and men
of intelligence try to rob the Lord Jesus
Christ of his Messiahship. It can only
be because of their darkness. Scholar-
ship, barren and cold, does not compre-
hend life and does not give us the key
to this life.

Our relationship with God our Eter-
nal Father is a relationship of our
hearts, and a pure heart is wiser and
more intelligent than a barren intellect.

We are called upon to love God with
all our hearts and our fellow men as

ourselves; and by this glorious principle
of the atonement, we are here today
through the mercy and blessings of God.
May we always remember that we are

the children of God; may we live like

the children of God. Thank God for

the truth, the most glorious, the strong-
est, most wonderful thing in the world
or in the eternities. Thank God for the
restored truth. I bear my witness that
the truth is here in this Church and
kingdom of God, and the power of God
is here unto our salvation. Jesus Christ
is our Messiah; he said those who would
not accept his Messiahship would die in
their sins, and I bear witness this is

true, and that those who will accept his

Messiahship may be redeemed and
exalted.

I bear my humble witness that Joseph

Smith was a Prophet of the Living God,
through whom the Lord restored these

glorious truths for the salvation of the

human family. I thank God for him
and his successors, and I bear witness

that all the keys and powers that the
Lord gave to Peter, James, and John are

here resident now in those who are in

our midst. May God help us to be true

in all things, I humbly pray, in the
name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder George Q. Morris of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve has just addressed

us.

We have had many telegrams stat-

ing how well the exercises, addresses,

and testimonies of this Conference have
gone over the various radio stations. We
cannot read them all, but here is one
that has just come, which I am con-

strained to read for the benefit of par-

ents who may have boys in this group.

It is addressed to the General Authori-
ties from Fort Rnox:
"Though unable to be present at Con-

ference or reach you by radio or tele-

vision our thoughts and prayers are

with you. We sustain you in your call-

ings. With the help of the Lord our
servicemen's group is prospering here at

Fort Knox. Fort Knox Servicemen's
group, Melvin Banner, President."

And here is one just handed in from
Elder Benson:
"Washington. President David O.

McKay. My thoughts and prayers are

with you all in Conference. My lone-

liness was eased this afternoon when a
member of the Washington Stake presi-

dency returned from Salt Lake and re-

ported the inspirational Priesthood
Meeting of last night to an overflow
meeting in the Washington Chapel. Af-
fectionate greetings to all. God bless

you. Ezra Taft Benson."
Elder El Ray L. Christiansen, Assist-

ant to the Twelve, will now speak to us.
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THE WONDERFUL addresses, the singing,

and all that has pertained to the
conference, including the prayers of

the brethren, have found lodgment in

my soul. I am determined to leave

here and live a better life, and to do
some things better that I may not have
done so well. I hope, brethren and
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sisters, that all of us will have that de-

termination. Someone said, "He who
learns and learns and acts not what he
knows, is like the man who plows and
plows and never sows." So I hope that

we can go from here and sow seeds of

righteousness in our own homes and
hearts and among others.

Now I pray in all humility that my
hrief and sketchy message may not de-

tract from that which has been said

and that I may have your sympathy and
prayers in presenting what I have to

say. I speak in the spirit of commenda-
tion and encouragement and not in

the way of fault-finding or criticism.

I believe, my brethren and sisters,

that there is a need in the world for

emphasis to be given to a great princi-

ple of which the Lord has spoken many
times and which his apostles, old and
modern, have advocated. That is the

need of our being more charitable, and
I assume that need exists among us. I

know that it exists with me. I do not

have in mind at this moment the relief

of the suffering through the giving of

our substance; that is a necessary and
proper principle, of course, but rather

I have in mind the kind of charity that

is demonstrated in being lenient and
tolerant in judging others and in judg-

ing their action; the kind of charity that

forgives those who accuse us wrongfully,

who misinterpret our intentions; the

kind of charity that is patient in the

presence of those who are quick to

judge us.

I have in mind the charity that im-
pels us to be sympathetic, compassion-

ate, and merciful, not only in times of

sickness and affliction and distress, but

also in times of weakness or error on
the part of others.

We are taught that he that is merci-

ful shall be rewarded in kind. The
Lord has said, "Blessed are the merci-

ful: for they shall obtain mercy." (Matt.

5:7.) I speak of the kirld of charity

that not only forgives but also that

forgets the acts of those who trespass

against us, who offend us, who hurt

us. There is need of that brand of

charity, if I may call it such, which
causes one to refuse to speak of or to

repeat unkind remarks which are said

about another—even though they may
be true! The more perfect one becomes.

GENERAL CONFERENCE
Third Day

the less he is inclined to speak of the
imperfections of others.

There is need of that kind of charity
that gives hope to those who are un-
noticed, those who are discouraged, and
the afflicted. There is need of charity
that can instil into the hearts of those
who have made mistakes the desire to

repent and to seek forgiveness of those
against whom they may have done
wrong. After all, true charity is love
in action. And it seems to me that the
need of charity, like the need of God,
is everjrwhere.

There is need of that type of charity

which refuses to find satisfaction either

in hearing or in repeating or broad-
casting the reports of misfortunes that

befall others, unless in so doing the
unfortunate one may be benefited.

Horace Mann once said: "To pity

distress is but human; to relieve it is

Godlike."

There is need for the kind of charity

that causes one to refuse to be a tale-

bearer among the people, for, as the
Apostle James taught,

If any man among you seem to be re-

ligious, and bridleth not his tongue, but
deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion

is vain. (James 1:26.)

Never, in my opinion, has there been
recorded a more eloquent and appealing
discourse or communication on the sub-
ject of charity than that found in the
first epistle of Paul to the Corinthian
Saints, with which you are all well
acquainted, but which I hope you will

permit me to bring to you again:

Though I speak with the tongues of men
and of angels, and have not charity, I am
become as sounding brass, or a tinkling

cymbal.
And though I have the gift of prophecy,

and understand all mysteries, and knowl-
edge; and though I have all faith, so that
I could remove mountains, and have not
charity, I am nothing.
And though I bestow all my goods to

feed the poor, and though I give my body
to be burned, and have not charity, it

profiteth me nothing.
Charity suffereth long, and is kind; char-

ity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself,

is not puffed up.

Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh
not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh
no evil;
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Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth

in the truth;

Beareth all things, believeth all things,

hopeth all things, endureth all things.

Charity never faileth: . . .

And now abideth faith, hope, charity,

these three; but the greatest of these is

charity. (I Cor. 13:1-8, 13.)

At the conclusion of one of the last

sessions of a general conference, back
in 1902, I believe it was, President

Joseph F. Smith appealed to the mem-
bers of the Church in these words:
"We hope and pray that you will go

from this conference to your homes
feeling in your hearts and from the
depths of your souls to forgive one an-
other and never from this time forth

bear malice toward another fellow

creature! I do not care whether he is

a member of the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints or not, whether he
is a friend or foe, whether he is good
or bad. It is extremely hurtful for any
man holding the priesthood, enjoying
the gift of the Holy Ghost to harbor the
spirit of envy or malice, or retaliation,

or intolerance toward or against his fel-

low man. We ought to say in our
hearts: 'Let God be judge between me
and thee, but as for me, I will forgive 1'

I will say unto you, that Latter-day
Saints who harbor feelings of unfor-
giveness in their souls are more cen-
sorable than the one who has sinned
against them. Go home and dismiss

envy, and hatred from your hearts; dis-

miss the feeling of unforgiveness; and
cultivate in your souls the spirit of

Christ which crieth out on the cross:

'Father, forgive them, for they know
not what they do.'

"

".
. . except ye have charity," Moroni

said in his farewell message to the
Lamanites, "ye can in nowise be saved

in the kingdom of God; neither can ye
be saved in the kingdom of God if ye
have not faith; neither can ye if ye have
no hope." (Moroni 10:21.)

His father. Mormon, spoke of charity

in these words: "But charity is the pure
love of Christ, and it endureth forever;

and whosoever is found possessed of it

at the last day, it shall be well with
him.

"Wherefore, my beloved brethren,

pray unto the Father with all the energy
of heart, that ye may be filled with this

love, which he hath bestowed upon all

who are true followers of his Son, Jesus
Christ; that ye may become the sons

of God; that when he shall appear we
shall be like him, for we shall see him
as he is; . .

." (Moroni 7:47-48.)

And in the words of Mormon, I pray,

as he prayed, "that we may have this

hope; that we may be purified even as

he is pure," in the name of Jesus Christ,

the Lord. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder ElRay L. Christiansen, Assist-

ant to the Twelve, has just spoken to us.

The Congregation will now join with
the Choir in singing, "Praise to the
Man Who Communed With Jehovah."
Elder Spencer Cornwall will lead the
singing.

The Choir and congregation joined in
singing the h3Tnn, "Praise to the Man
Who Communed With Jehovah."

President David O. McKay:

Elder Clifford E. Young, Assistant to

the Twelve, will be our next speaker.

He will be followed by Elder Spencer
W. Kimball.
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SOMEONE SUGGESTED in his Opening
prayer that this had been the most
outstanding conference he had ever

attended. I think we all feel that way
as we come to the end of this very

impressive service that has now been
held for these three days. What I say

this afternoon, my brethren and sisters,

I hope will not in any way detract from
the sweetness of spirit that we all feel.

I desire to make a few comments, and
they could be enlarged upon if time
would permit, prompted by the inspired

address of President McKay in the open-
ing session of this conference in which
he gave us a great ideal, an ideal of


