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your destination. But, "lean not on
thine own understanding." Thank God
for the religious purpose of the member-
ship of the Latter-day Saint Church.

I am grateful to God for his kindness
and blessings unto me. I know that

God lives. I know that Jesus is the

Christ, the Son of the Living God. I

know that the Prophet today, the Presi-

dent of the Church, President David O.
McKay, is God's servant on the earth.

What a blessing he is to the people,

and if we are ever in doubt in knowing
what course we may follow, we need
only stop for one second and ask one
question of ourselves, "What would the

President of the Church do in a similar

position?"

God bless us with great faith, not with
self-sufficiency, that we may not lean

on our own understanding, I humbly
pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Bishop Thorpe B. Isaacson of the Pre-

siding Bishopric has just addressed us.

The Choir and Congregation will now
join in singing, "O Say, What is Truth?"
under the direction of Elder J. Spencer
Cornwall. After the singing Elder
Marion D. Hanks will address us, and
he will be followed by Elder Marion G.
Romney, who will be our concluding
speaker.

The Choir and congregation joined in
singing the hymn, "O Say, What Is

Truth?"

President David O. McKay:

Elder Marion D. Hanks of the First

Council of Seventy will now speak to
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The gospel of Jesus Christ teaches us

that the salvation and exaltation of

men are made possible solely through
the graciousness and goodness and love

of God in his gift to us of his Divine
Son, whose life exemplified the Father's

purposeful plan for abundant living and
whose sacrificial death made available

to us and gave us a vision of our eternal

possibilities as children of God. From
the record of Nephi we read these im-

pressive words:

For we labor diligently to write, to per-

suade our children, and also our brethren,

to believe in Christ, and to be reconciled

to God; for we know that it is by grace

that we are saved, after all we can do.

(2 Nephi 25:23.)

The records of latter-day revelation,

as well as those of former days, attest

to the great truth that through the atone-

ment of Christ all men will certainly

be resurrected, and that all who are

willing and obedient may enjoy the

blessing of God's great gift of eternal

life.

The Latter-day Saint understands that

through the gift of God, through the

great atoning sacrifice of his Divine

Son, all that we might achieve is made
possible for us, but he understands also

that in the plan of God it is necessary
that we accept this free gift if we would
enjoy all of our eternal possibilities.

For the Lord told his people through
the Prophet in 1832,

For what doth it profit a man if a gift

is bestowed upon him, and he receive not
the gift? Behold, he rejoices not in that

which is given unto him, neither rejoices

in him who is the giver of the gift. (D & C
88:33.)

What must we do to "receive" his

gift? The answer of the prophets has
been the same, both anciently and in

this dispensation, both in the eastern

hemisphere and the western. Brother
Clifford Young alluded this morning to

the answer given by Peter at Pentecost
to those who, having been pricked in

their hearts by the witness of Christ

born by the apostles, asked what they
must do. The answer was clear and
unequivocal:

Repent and be baptized every one of

you in the name of Jesus Christ for the

remission of sins, and ye shall receive the

gift of the Holy Ghost. (Acts 2:38.)
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Nephi in his parting testimony ex-

pressed his feeling of compassion for his

own people, for the Jew, and for the

gentile, and said:

But behold, for none of these can I hope
except they shall be reconciled unto Christ,

and enter into the narrow gate, and walk
in the straight path which leads to life,

and continue in the path until the end of

the day of probation. (2 Nephi 33:9.)

And after bearing his witness of the

Messiah to his people this same prophet

said:

For the gate by which ye should enter is

repentance and baptism by water; and then
cometh a remission of your sins by fire and
by the Holy Ghost. (Ibid., 31:17.)

In 1831 the Lord revealed to the

Prophet the following:

... he that receiveth my gospel receiveth

me; and he that receiveth not my gospel

receiveth not me.
And this is my gospel—repentance and

baptism by water, and then cometh the

baptism of fire and the Holy Ghost. . . .

(D & C 39:5-6.)

There is one other thought companion
to these. Testifying that fundamental
to everything we believe and hope for

and have faith in is the great sacrifice

of the Son of the Living God, knowing
that he requires of us that we accept

his great gift, there is something else

necessary if we are to enjoy the high
spiritual possibilities which it is within
our capacity to achieve. Let me refer

to the teachings of Nephi to his people

after he had taught them faith, repent-

ance, baptism, and the reception of the
gift of the Holy Ghost, as previously

quoted. Said he, ". -

And then are ye in this straight and nar-

row path which leads to eternal life; yea,

ye have entered in by the gate;, ye. have
done according to the commandments of the"

Father and the Son; ...

First Day

And now, my beloved brethren, after ye
have gotten into this straight and narrow
path, I would ask if all is done? Behold,
I say unto you, Nay; for ye have not come
thus far save it were by the word of Christ
with unshaken faith in him, relying wholly
upon the merits of him who is mighty to

save.

Wherefore, ye must press forward with a

steadfastness in Christ, having a perfect

brightness of hope, and a love of God and
of all men. Wherefore, if ye shall press

forward, feasting upon the word of Christ,

and endure to the end, behold, thus saith

the Father: Ye shall have eternal life.

And now, behold, my beloved brethren,
this is the way; and there is none other

way nor name given under heaven whereby
man can be saved in the kingdom of

God. ... (2 Nephi 31:18-21.)

We accept with all our souls the
absolute efficacy and essentiality of the
atonement of Christ. We attest to the
words of Peter and of other prophets
ancient and modern that it is necessary
for us to accept our Heavenly Father's

gift by obedience to what we know as

the first principles and ordinances of

the gospel. We know also that if we
are to enjoy the high possibilities for

which we are created and which we
might desire as children of God, we must
build upon our faith and obedience with
right thinking and welldoing. We must
press forward with steadfastness in

Christ, having a perfect brightness of

hope, and a love of God and of all

men. Through so doing, if we endure
to the end, we shall have eternal life.

There is no other way.
I testify of this in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

President David O. McKay:

Elder Marion D. Hanks of the First

Council of Seventy has just addressed
us. Elder Marion G. Romney of the
Council of the Twelve will be our con-
cluding speaker. .:'•'.•.:.. i .7
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My
beloved brethren and sisters: The
very short talk just given by
Brother Marion D. Hanks reminds

me of an experience I had in Provo in

the early days of my ministry. While
I was attending a Utah Stake conference,
President Roy Murdock showed me
through a recently remodeled Church


