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President Daryl Chase, President of the
Utah State Agricultural College, Presi-

dent William P. Miller, President of

Weber College, President J. Elliot

Cameron, Director of Snow College,
Superintendent of Public Instruction,

Prof. E. Allen Bateman; Superintendent
of Salt Lake City Schools, Prof. M. Lynn
Bennion, and others; Congressman H.
Aldous Dixon. We cannot see you very
well, but all are welcome and we are

glad to have you fellowship with us.

We also welcome the wives of the
presidents of the missions, who have
been here attending the dedicatory serv-

ices of the Relief Society Home.
Presidencies of stakes, bishoprics of

wards, and all are welcome, as you
know, and we pray that the spirit of

fellowship and good will with the Spirit

of the Lord will continue with us
throughout this session as it has
throughout the preceding sessions of this

Conference.

The Tabernacle Choir will furnish

the singing this morning, under the di-

rection of Elder J. Spencer Cornwall.
Elder Alexander Schreiner is at the
organ.

We shall begin these services with
the congregation singing: "O Ye Moun-
tains High."
The opening prayer will be offered

by Elder Ward C. Holbrook, president

or the South Davis Stake.

Singing by the congregation, "O Ye
Mountains High."
The opening prayer was offered by

Elder Ward C. Holbrook, president of

the South Davis Stake.

President David O. McKay:

The invocation was offered by Presi-

dent Ward C. Holbrook of the South
Davis Stake.

All you who are listening in will be
pleased to know that sitting among the

audience that crowds this Tabernacle

to capacity are several hundred service-

men, members of the Church, who have
come from several different camps to

participate in this Conference. Young
men, with your officers who are accom-
panying you, we extend our heartfelt

greeting and pray the Lord's blessings

to attend you.

The Tabernacle Choir will now sing,

"If, With All Your Hearts," under the

direction of Elder Cornwall. Following

the Choir's singing, we shall hear from
President J. Reuben Clark, Jr.

The Tabernacle Choir sang the selec-

tion "If, With All Your Hearts."

President David O. McKay:

As already announced, President J.

Reuben Clark, Jr. of the First Presi-

dency will be our first speaker this

morning. He will be followed by Elder

Hugh B. Brown.

PRESIDENT J. REUBEN CLARK, JR.

Second Counselor in the First Presidency

MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS, as with all

of us I stand before you in humil-
ity, with a prayer in my heart

that I may be able to say something that

will be helpful in building up our faith,

strengthening our testimonies, and I ask

that you will extend to me your faith

and your prayers to the same end, that

all may be benefited.

I would like to begin what I have to

say this morning with a quotation of

some scriptures. One scripture has al-

ready been frequently quoted that came
from the great intercessory prayer which
the Savior delivered the night before

the day he was crucified:

"And this is life eternal, that they
might know thee the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent."

(John 17:3.)

Then I would like to quote the first



94
Sunday, October 7

three verses and the fourteenth of the

first chapter of John:

"In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word
was God.
"The same was in the beginning with

God.
"All things were made by him; and

without him was not any thing made
that was made."
And the fourteenth verse: "And the

Word was made flesh, and dwelt among
us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory

as of the only begotten of the Father,)

full of grace and truth."

And finally, I will quote the passage

from First Gorinthians, where Paul,

speaking to the backsliding Corinthians,

among whom already began to appear

what finally became the great apostasy,

and complaining about them and their

thoughts, he said,

"For I determined not to know any
thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and
him crucified." (I Cor. 2:2.)

There are all sorts of cults, all sorts of

shadings of what we have called Chris-

tianity. There is one group of scholars

that work insidiously sometimes, pre-

tending Christianity and a belief in

Christ, but nevertheless who subtly and
insidiously teach us things that do not

come within what we understand as

Christianity. The position of these has

been stated by one scholar thus:

"Christ . . . cannot have been both
the same unclouded thinker of the moral
sayings and the apocalyptic fanatic of

the eschatological passages."

And eschatology is defined as "The
doctrine of the last or final things, death,

resurrection, immortality, the end of

the world, final judgment, and the fu-

ture state; the doctrine of last things."

These teachers who announce this

difference as to the life of the Savior

and his teachings, some of them, find

place amongst us.

These critics say one of these two, the

moral teachings or the eschatology, must
be given up as historical and the one
chosen to be got rid of is the eschato-

logical. Anything beyond the moral
teachings is put in the realm of myth,
legend, popular exaggeration, symbolism,
allegory, or transference of the mirac-

ulous from other departments of tradi-

tion into the life of Jesus.
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Their standard of elimination is that

any "event which lies outside the range
of the known laws of Nature," must be
disregarded. This destroys the divine
origin of Jesus, his miracles, his resur-

rection, and much of his doctrine.

I want to read now just a few verses

from the Olivet Discourse, the discourse

which the Savior delivered on the Mount
of Olives at the near conclusion, or

conclusion of the third day of the Pas-
sion Week which he had spent in the
temple or the temple precincts. I am
going to read from all three Synoptists,

because each says essentially the same
thing, but in somewhat different lan-

guage. I am reading from the 24th
chapter of Matthew. They had gone
out to the Mount of Olives, Jesus and
his disciples; they asked if he would
like them to tell him about the temple,
and so on, and it was then that he
predicted that the temple would be
destroyed, and thereafter in this dis-

course he touched upon not only the
destruction of the temple but the Sec-
ond Coming. Not always can you be
clear as to which he was referring, but
the passages that I shall read have ref-

erence as to what should finally take

place.

"Tell us, when shall these things be?

and what shall be the sign of thy com-
ing, and of the end of the world?
"And Jesus answered and said unto

them, Take heed that no man deceive

you.

"For many shall come in my name,
saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive

many. . . .

"Then if any man shall say unto
you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe

it not.

"For there shall arise false Christs,

and false prophets, and shall shew great

signs and wonders; insomuch that, if

it were possible, they shall deceive the

very elect.

"Behold, I have told you before.

"Wherefore if they shall say unto you,

Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth:

behold, he is in the secret chambers;
believe it not." (Matt. 24:3-5; 23-26.)

Mark said: "And Jesus answering
them began to say, Take heed lest any
man deceive you:

"For many shall come in my name,
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saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive
many. . . .

"And then if any man shall say to

you, Lo, here is Christ; or, lo, he is

there; believe him not:

"For false Christs and false prophets
shall rise, and shall shew signs and
wonders, to seduce, if it were possible,

even the elect.

"But take ye heed: behold, I have
foretold you all things." (Mark 13:5-6,

21-23.)

And Luke says, more shortly than is

recorded by the others:

"And he said, Take heed that ye be
not deceived: for many shall come in my
name, saying, I am Christ; and the time
draweth near: go ye not therefore after

them." (Luke 21:8.)

I think perhaps when we first read
these extracts we may think that the

Savior is talking primarily of a person,

somebody to come to impersonate the

Christ and claim to be the Christ. It

seems to me, however, from the way in

which these records are made and what
they say, that the Savior also had in

mind anyone who would come and
say to you, "This is Christ that I teach;

that is Christ that I teach; that is the
Christian doctrine." In that sense I

think that these scholars about whom
I have already read, who would discard

everything that they could not account

for by the known laws of nature, they

are in effect false Christs, for they are

telling us that the things that we believe

in Christ are myths, tradition, symbol-
ism, allegory; they did not exist.

Now, that kind of a religion, that kind
of Christianity would require that we
discard all that we know about the Great
Council in heaven and what was deter-

mined there, because these things lie

outside the known laws of nature, as

those scholars understand them.

We would have to discard the Fall as

being a myth, an allegory, symbolism.
We would have to discard the virgin

birth, the divine conception, the very

foundation of our religion; that would
have to go.

We would have to discard the witness

of the Father at the time of the baptism
of the Savior; that would go as myth,
symbolism, allegory.

We would have to discard practically

all of the miracles as not taking place

and those that might be accepted would
be spoken of as signs. A sign can be
a miracle, but not necessarily so. A
miracle is a sign, but more than that.

We would have to discard the testi-

mony of the Father, at the time of the

transfiguration, that Jesus was his Son.

We would have to discard that great

occasion, the raising of Lazarus and the

incidents thereof, the reply of the Savior

to Martha:
"I am the resurrection, and the life:

he that believeth in me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live:

t
"And whosoever liveth and believeth

in me shall never die." (John 11:25-

26.) That would have to go into the

discard as myth, allegory, symbolism,
tradition.

Finally, we would have to discard

all that we know about the resurrection

and its effect; all of that is gone.

As to all these, and almost countless

other matters: be not deceived, believe

them not, follow not after the false

Christs.

I would like you to appreciate that

without the eschatology of the records

of the Savior's life, we should have
nothing left but husks, moral teachings,

and ethics which, if lived, would make
us a great people, a humane people, a
peaceful people, but would not carry

us back into the presence of our Heav-
enly Father.

In my view, that doctrine is not only
sacrilegious, but to me it is also blas-

phemy, something to be utterly cast

away. We have less left after they get

through with their discards than the old

paganism, for that paganism, the old
Greek mythology, did acknowledge and
have a kind of worship of divine beings

which they conceived; they did believe

in them and worship them.

My whole soul rebels against this

emasculation of Christianity. Jesus did
live. First, there was the great plan in

heaven; that did actually occur. All
that we know about it took place there.

There was the plan; the earth was
formed; Adam came; the human family
followed. We came here to prove our-

selves. Finally, Christ was born in the
Meridian of Time. He lived. He
taught. He gave instructions. He was
crucified. Then on the morning of the
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third day, he was resurrected, thus
bringing to each and every of us the
blessings of the resurrection. We all

shall be resurrected. All of that has
gone for these people to whom I refer.

It is myth, tradition, allegory. Be not
deceived by them; believe them not;
follow not after them.
Then we would have to discard all

that transpired in the restoration of the
gospel, the Vision of the Father and the
Son, the coming forth of the Book of
Mormon, the giving of the great com-
mandments which compose our Doctrine
and Covenants. We would have to
discard the Pearl of Great Price and
all that it says.

Now, brothers and sisters, let us be
aware of this false Christ, false Chris-

tianity which is taking root among
some of our intellectuals. Be not de-

ceived, believe it not, follow not after

it, as the Lord said in those various

records.

I bear my testimony as I have already

indicated to the truthfulness of the

gospel, to the restoration of its great
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principles, to the restoration of the

priesthood, to the conferring of all of

these things upon the Prophet Joseph,

to the passing down from the Prophet
Joseph through the Presidents of the
Church until the present, that our Presi-

dent of the Church, President David O.
McKay, has all of the rights and the

prerogatives and the powers and authori-

ties that were conferred upon the

Prophet Joseph.

I bear you this testimony in soberness.

I repeat, my soul cries out against this

heresy that is taught by this group of

so-called Christians.

God be with us and help us always,

I humbly pray, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

President David O. McKay:

President J. Reuben Clark, Jr. of the

First Presidency has just concluded
speaking. We shall now hear from
Elder Hugh B. Brown, Assistant to the
Twelve. He will be followed by Elder
Richard L. Evans.

ELDER HUGH B. BROWN
Assistant to the Council of the Twelve Apostles

MY BRETHREN AND SISTERS, although

we face this challenging assign-

ment semi-annually, we still

anticipate and approach it with trepida-

tion and deep humility. We are fearful

that sometime we may depend upon
ourselves alone, and we know that if

we should our words would be as sound-

ing brass and tinkling cymbals.

Now I know that I cannot say any-

thing that will be new to members of

the Church. I cannot say anything

that has not been said many times be-

fore, and of course better said, but I

am encouraged by the announcement
of the President that we are favored

this morning with the presence of many
of our friends, both in the Tabernacle

and in the radio and television audience,

whom he has welcomed as our invited

guests. May I assume that some of you,

our brothers and sisters who are not in

the Church, might be interested in a

very brief review of some of the teach-

ings and practices of the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints which
distinguish it, for it is somewhat
unique.

We are not Catholic, Protestant, nor
Jewish, and yet this disclaimer should
not be taken to mean we are not Chris-
tian. You who heard the powerful
address of President Clark this morning
will know that we are Christians, for

central to everything we believe and
teach is our faith that Jesus is the Christ,

the Son of God. We are grateful for

our Judeo-Christian heritage, for the

Holy Bible which we accept without
reservation as the word of God, except
as to some errors that have crept in

through translation.

But the difference between us and
other churches lies in our faith in and
proclamation of what we believe to be
the most important message that has
come to this earth since Christ lived

among men. We make that statement


